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Transportation this a ft e r n o on .

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , n ew bi l l s . (Read titles for the f irst
time to LBs 241-266. See p a ge s 1 1 2 - 1 8 o f the Legislative
J ournal . )

Mr. President, in addition to those items, the Rules Committee
would like to a nnounce that Se na t o r Car s o n Ro g e rs h a s b e e n
selected as Vice-Chair of the committee.

Nr. President, Revenue Committee will be or are. . . i s con duc t i n g
a meeting underneath the s outh b a l c o n y .

Nr. President, the Judiciary Committee will conduct an Executive
Session up o n re ce s s on t he south side of the Chamber; Judiciary
upon recess. And Transportation will meet in t he l oun g e u pon
r ecess . . . o r , Sen a t o r . . . I ' m sorry, Senator Lamb, do you want that
this aft ernoon, Senator? I 'm sorry , T r an spo r t at i o n upon
adjournment thi s afternoon in the Senators ' Loun ge ;

Mr. President, G ove rnment Committee has selec te d Sen a t o r
Bernard - S t e v en s a s V i c e- C h a i r .

Mr. President, Senator Conway would like t o a dd hi s n ame to
LB 140 as co -introducer; Senator Beck to LB 102 and to I B 141;
Senator. Smith and Hartnett to LB 58; Senator Hartnett to LB 98;

Nr. President, the last note is a Reference Committee meeting at
two-thirty this afternoon in Room 2102; Reference Committee at
two-thirty in Room 2102. T hat ' s all that I have.

PRESIDENT: Senator Emil Beyer, for what purpose do you r i s e ?

SENATOR B EYER: Nr. Speaker , a p o i n t o f p er son a l p r i v i l eg e . I
hope that the senators have noticed that we have a familiar face
back in the Legislature and t h a t ' s ou r Pag e Supervisor, Kitty
Kearns. We' re glad to have her back and we' ve missed her and we
wish her good health from now on. ( Applause . )

PRESIDENT: Than k you . Ladies and gentlemen, w ould you p l e a s e
l i s t e n a s y o u r S p e aker speaks.

SPEAKs R BARRETT: Thank you , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , and members, just a
r eminder t o c omm it t ee ch a i r s , committee clerks, i f y o u p l a n t o
h ave a h e a r i n g n e x t w e e k , I believe the first day would be t he

Senator Ro d J o h n so n t o LB 84 .
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Februar y 3 , 198 9 LB 48 , 9 2 A , 11 6 , 157 , 250 , 289 , 325
340, 3 4 2 , 34 4 , 360 , 520 , 60 3 , 732

Legislative Journal.) 26 ayes, 14 nays , N r . Pr es i de n t , on the
advancement o f LB 116 .

PRESIDENT: Th e bill advances. T he c a l l i s r ai s ed . Nr . Cl e r k ,
f or t h e r ec o r d .

CLERK: Nr. Pr e ident, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they have carefully examined and rev i ewed
LB 342 and re commend that same be placed on Select File w th
E & R amendments and LB 344 Select File wi h E & R ame ndments.
Those are signed by Senator Lindsay as Chair. ( See pages 5 9 3 - 9 5
o f t h e Leg i s l at i v e J ou r n a l . )

Education Commit:ee repor ts LB 25 0 t o Gen e r a l F il e wi t h
amendments. That ..s signed by Senator Withem. ( See page 59 5 o f
t he L e g i s l at i v e J ou r n a l . )

He lth and Human Services reports LB 157 to General File, I .B 360
Genera) . F i l e , LB 520 G e n e r al F i l e . T hose a r e s i gne d by Sen a t o r
Wesely a s C h a ir . ( See pag e 5 9 5 o f t h e Leg i s l a t i v e J o u r n a l . )

Government Comm ittee reports LB 340 to Gene ral F i l e wi t h
amendments attached . That xs s igned b y S e n a t o r Baa c k as Ch a i r .
( See p a ge s 5 95- 9 7 o f t h e Leg i s l a t x i e J o u r r.a l . )

idew A b i l l , LB 9 2A b y Sena t o r Land e s . (Read by title for the
f i r s t t i me . Se e pag e 597 o f t ).e Leg i s l at i v e J ou r n al . )

A nd, N r . Pr es i d en t , Sen at o r Co or d s e n would l i k e t o ad d h i s name
t o LB 60 3 and t o L 3 28 9 ; Nr . Pres i d e n t , Se na t o r Sm ooth to L B 3 2 5
and Sena t o r By a r s t o LB 7 32 . ( See page 5 9 7 o f t he Legislative
Journa l . )

I n add i t i on t o t h o se stems, Mr. Pres>dent, I have a se r i e s o f
amendments to be pr nted to LB 48 from Senator M oore. (See
pages 597-600 of the Legislative Journal.) And t h a t i s a l l t h a t

h ave, N r . Pr e s i de n t .

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r Bec k , would you like to say something to us?

S ENATOR B E CK : Yes, Nr. President, I would. I move that we
adjourn until next Nonday morning at nine o ' c l o c k and t ha t i s
Februar y 6 .

PRESIDENT: Th ank y ou . You' ve h e a r d t he moti on . A l l i n f a>; o r
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world.

very much.

PRESIDENT: Than k y ou , S enator Ne l son. Senator Barrett, would
you like to make a f ew remarks a bout our S tatehood D a y
celebration at ten-thirty or eleven, whenever it is, please. If
we could have your attention, ladies and gentlemen, so you wil l
know what is going to happen. (Gavel. )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y ou , Mr . P r e s i dent a nd members. For
t hose o f you who have b ee n w o nder ing, t h e ag enda does show
Statehood Day today at eleven o' clock, the ceremony is in t he
Rotunda at eleven o' clock. We do not plan to adjourn at eleven
o ' clock, nor do we even plan t o recess at e l e v en o ' c lock. This
is simply to identify the fact that this happens to be the 122nd
birthday of the gr eat S tate of Nebr a s k a and I think the
Legislature needs to know that. Furthermore, the ceremonies
which will take place in the Rotunda starting at eleven o' clock
will feature a Statehood birthday cake. The members of this
body n eed t o know that the Legislature is this year, and has
always, purchased the Statehood cake for Statehood Day. Another
quick announcement, Mr. President, while I have the floor, at
this particular point in time, I plan to schedule LB 92 on the
agenda for eight o' clock, Friday morning, Final Reading f or
IB 92, a bill in excess of 300 pages. I would hope that a vast
and large majority of the members of this body will be on dut y
at eight o' clock Friday morning for the reading of LB 92. Ifthere are no quest ions, and I am sure there are none, thank you

P RESIDENT: Thank you , S p e ak er , and we will try to remind the
body Thursday af t e rnoon or Thursday noon when we a d j o ur n t hat
the meeting does start at eight o' clock this coming Friday
instead of the usual nine o' clock. Okay, we will move on to
General Fil'e, LB 250.

CLERK: Mr. President, LB 250 was a bill introduced by Senators
Hall and Withem. (Read t i t l e . ) The bi l l w as i n t r o duced o r .
January 9 , re f er r ed to the Education Committee. T he bil l w a s
advanced to General Fi le . I do h ave committee amendments
pending, Mr. President, by the Education Committee. I a l so h a v e
pending, do you want to handle Senator Hall's amendment now,
Senator? Mr. President, Senator Hall would move t o a mend t he
committee amendments. (See page 923 of the Legislative
J ournal . )
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PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEN: Am I introducing the Hall amendment to the
committee amendment?

PRESIDENT: Yes , y ou a r e .

SENATOR WITHEN: Okay.

PRESIDENT: Yes, and you may take them as you choose.

SENATOR WITHEN: Okay. Yeah, I probably will do a little
explanation of the bill, the committee amendments and the Hall
amendment all at once. First of all, I would like to say what a
pleasure it is to finally get to be able to discuss an education
bill on the floor. We haven't had one here f or 20 h our s , at
least , si n c e we ' ve...this, I think, will for awhile anyway slow
down, as soon as we deal with this one will slow d own some o f
the glut we have had with education bills being debated here on
the floor. LB 250 is a bill whose primary s ponsor i s Senat o r
Tim Hall, brought to him by a number of constituents in his
district. I helped do some work on it last year and again this
year a n d co- s i g ned i t . It deals with an awareness of human
relations by teachers in our public schools. Dealing, primarily
by human relations, we are talking about the ability t o r e l at e
to understand the various ethnic groups that make up our society
here i n N e braska. We are not a h omogeneoussociety i n N e b r aska
by any means. A number of our young people who go t hr o u gh
teacher training get jobs teaching, are placed in an environment
where they are dealing with people from many different cultures
in their classrooms, maybe don't have the skills necessary t o
recognize cultural differences to be sensitive to the types of
things that they are teaching in the manner in which th ey a r e
presenting information, and it is Senator Hall's belief and my
belief that teachers should have this training. T he o ri g in a l
bill, itself, indicated, talked about a competency in human
relations. That, the committee decided, I think primarily
through S enator Be r n ard-Stevens' help, that a test after they
got out probably wasn't the best method, that this type of
training needs to be integrated into the teacher training
institutions. It is primarily what the committee amendments do.
Senator Hall is bringing an amendment to t he committee
amendments to clarify on behalf of the teacher training
institutions that this training can be and should be integrated
into the existing teacher training program, that it does not
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necessarily have to mean an additional class in this area of
human relations. So specifically what you are voting on now is
the Hall amendment to the committee amendments w hich w o u l d
stipulate that the training that the perspective teachers would
be receiving can be integrated into existing course work, does
not. have to be a separate class taught in and of itself. That
is what the amendment to the committee amendments do. I wi l )
explain the committee amendments in greater detail as we get
further into the bill. If there are any questions, I w i l l
attempt to answer them.

P RESIDENT: S e n a to r N e l s o n , would you like to speak, please?.

SENATOR NELSON: No. I do support the bill and I support the
amendments, but I do have an amendment coming up and I guess my
light was on. I do want to speak to mine.

PRESIDENT:. I turned it off so you may wish to turn it back on.
Senator Withem, did you wish to close' ?

SENATOR WITHEM: If there are no questions, would appreciate the
adoption of the Hall amendment to the committee amendments.

P RESIDENT: O k a y . The question is the adoption of the committee
amendments. All those in favor ;etc aye , opposed nay. Record,
Mr. C le r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 22 ay es, 0 na y s , Mr . P re s i d e n t , on adoption of Senator
Hall's amendment to the committee amendments.

PRESIDENT: The amendment to the committee amendments is
adopted. Now back to the committee amendments. Senator Withem,

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President, members of the body, the
committee amendments do as I previously indicated. They maket he w o r d . . . t h e y take it away from a competency concept into a
training concept and they do a couple of other things. T hey d o
a phase-in for existing teachers giving them additional time for
having to meet this particular requirement t o h a v e t he i r
certificate renewed. Existing teachers would have until 1993 to
demonstrate that they have taken training in the area of h u manr ela t i o ns . Those entering the profession will have until
J anuary 1 o f 19 9 0 . One of the terms in the bill that was placed
in was a, I wouldn't say, a d r a f t i ng er r o r but p r o b a b l y an

please.
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p lease.

the bill?

amendments .

committee amendments'?

example of ou r i n se n s i t i v i t y wh e n w e d r a f t l eg i sl at i on . We had
u sed t h e t er m "subgroups" . The committee, it was pointed out to
the committee the term "subgroups" in and of itself is probably,
if not a racist term,at least a term implying a dominance and
subservience, and that it is not a pro per t e rm t o u se t o
d escr ib e t he g r ou ps we are talking about. The committee used
t he t e r m "pluralistic groups", was the word we came up with. I
understand from some people that even that word is causing some
problems, but at this point, we are using the word p l uralistic
groups. If people have another word that they would like to use
rather than p luralistic and w o u ld b e wi l l i n g t o v i s i t wi t h
Senator Hall or myself about that, we wi l l d e a l wi t h t ha t , bu t
at least at this point, the word "subgroups" is being stricken
and we are using the word "pluralistic". So that is what the
committee amendments do. If you h ave any questions, I w i l l
respond.

PRESIDENT: Senator Nelson, did you wish t o sp e a k abou t t h e

SENATOR NELSON: No , excepting I just...they are very fine, as
f ar a s I am co n c e r n ed , no.

PRESIDENT: Ver y g ood , the question is the adoption of the
committee amendments. All those in favor vote aye, o pposed nay .
We are v oting on the adoption of the committee amendments .
Ladies and gentlemen, I need a l i t t l e h el p , p l e ase , vot in g on
the committee amendments. Thank y ou . Rec or d , Nr . Cl e r k ,

CLERK: 2 5 ay e s , 0 n ay s , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , on adoption of committee

PRESIDENT: The committee amendments are adopted. Now back t o
the bill, Senator Withem. N r. C l e r k , d o you ha v e s omething o n

CLERK: Do y ou w a n t t o expla i n t h e b i l l , Senator , or sho u l d

SENATOR WITHEN: Yeah , v ery b r i ef l y I wi l l exp l a i n t h e b i l l
maybe by way o f a cou p l e of examples of what it is that we a r e
talking about. We have...two examples I guess I will use, the
type of things we are talking about. One o f t h ose i s a
i istorical example. A friend of mine I went to college with

w e.. . ?
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from a very small community in n ortheast N e b r aska an d coming
from a ver y , ver y ho mogeneous community, some...most of the
people in his area not only were white, Anglo-Saxon Protestants,
they all had the same nation of national origin, either
Norwegian or Swedish or one of the Scandinavian countries, had
never had a n y ex p e r i ence dealing with members of minority
cultures at all, left good old Wayne State College when Wayne
State College was, by and large, a white population with n o
individuals of minority attending at the time I was there, got
his first teaching job teaching at Tech Junior High S c h oo l i n
Omaha. This h a s b een some years ago. Nost o f y o u k n o w Tech
Junio r Hi gh an d Tech High School doesn't exist anymore.
Teaching a class that was predominantly black in nature, he had
tremendous problems learning how to adjust. The s t u d e n t s d i d
not have a particularly good experience with him as a teacher,
and he would admit that. What this bill designs t o d o i s t o
give o ur t each e r s so m e awareness, some sort of training, some
sort of preparation for dealing with people that come from a
culture somewhat other than their own. Point two I guess is the
example we dealt with here on the floor of the Legislature,
maybe the specific example that brought to the introduction of
this bill, that was an Omaha, I believe it was a junior high
school group of studer ts put on a skit, the language club, even,
I think, of all groups, put on a skit that was, you know,
racially offensive, very racially offensive. Hopefully if that
teacher would h a ve had some training and u nderstand in g and
sensitivity to this area of human relations would have not
allowed that type of program to go on and it would not have been
an issue. T hese are the types of things that it i s we are
talking about. I guess I should also like to point out, we are
talking primarily here about the preparation of the teachers, so
that they will have the sensitivity. Some people have read this
bill, the Taxpayers for Quality Education here in Lincoln I know
have sent out in their mailing that this is a horrible b i l l
because it will force teachers to teach about subgroups and they
think of subgroups such as, you know, homosexuals, group living,
all of those kind of things. This bill has nothing to do with
those types of situations. I just want to make that c lea r f or
t he r ec o rd a l so . With that, I know Senator Nelson hasan
amendment. We will deal with that amendment. H opeful l y , w e c a n
then deal with the bill. Thank you, Nr . P re s i d e n t .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Nr. C l e r k , w e w i l l go t o t he Ne l so n
amendment now.
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CLERK: Nr . P resi de n t , Senator Nelson would move to amend the
b i l l . (See page 923 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Nelson, please.

S ENATOR NELSON: Nr . S p e aker , I should have this as an amendment
to the committee amendments, and my bill, one of them, one of my
correc t i on s i s addr ess e d in the committee amendments which I
didn't have in front of me when I drafted this. It simply to me
maybe makes the bill still a little better. I don't know quite
the expression to use, a little kinder,or comes to the point
that we are trying to achieve. Ny amendment on page 2, line 24,
subsection (c) would read "The ability to translate knowledge of
human relations into an appreciation and respect f or ou r
differences which result in favorable experiences for students."
What I would be taking out are three words, "attitude, ski l l s ,
and techniques". I spoke to Senator Hall about this a couple of
days ago before I introduced it and asked if it was satisfactory
with him, and he said, no problem at all. I would hate to, you
know, say absolutely that he has not changed his mind. Ny othe r
part, on p age 3, and our co mmittee amendments did change
"various subgroups o f society", mine would r ead o n p ag e 3 ,
subsect io n ( f ) st a r t i ng in l i ne 6 , "The abi l i t y t o r e l at e
effectively to other individuals and to ethnic groups other than
the teacher's own." Our committee amendments changed it to
"pluralistic groups". This gets a little technical but it is
not that big of a point with me. Again, Senator Hall said, no
problem with the wording, and with that, any questions, it just
simply to me, and it was brought to me, frankly, b y I b e l i ev e
the League of Women Voters, and their other comments were very
favorable on the bill but that is the reason for my amendment,
that maybe .'t softens it up a little better or states what we
want. I have the same problem as Senator Withem. I noted that
some of the Lincoln school people s aid t h a t " su b g r oups" we we r e
talking about something that we certainly didn't intend t o , so
that was one of the reasons for my changing from "subgroups" to
"ethn' c g roups" .

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Smith, please, f o l l o wed by

SE'. ATOR SNITH: Th a n k y o u , Nr . P re si d e n t . When I put my light
on, I didn't know about the Nelson amendment but it hit exact l y
perfectly for me because what I was going to do is ask Senator
Withem a couple of questions. I didn't have my file completely

Senator Withem.
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here when I came on the floor and my staff brought the rest of
it to me, and I had this information in here evidently from the
group that you are talking about, Senator Withem, but I am very
pleased because I was going to ask you, tell you that after the
fact when I voted for the committee amendments, what had we done
with that word "e+Jmic", and now S enator N e l s o n ' s amendment is
addressing that, and I will be very supportive of that as I am
of the bill. Being a former educator an~'. being, as y ou say ,
Senator Withem, raised in a community and actually being exactly
what you said, white, Protestant, Scandinavian, partly. Anyway
I was raised in the country with all those people that all we
ever kn e w i n my life, I taught school in the country for a
number of years, and when I went into the c ity system, I w a s
thrown for the first time, or I guess I should say I had the
opportunity for the first time to teach children of other ethnic
backgrounds, and that was a very learning experience for me, and
I think that we should all be very supp o r t i v e of t hi s i d ea .
Thank you.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah, Mr. President. I t is with pleasure I
rise to support the Nelson amendment somewhat. ..I feel a little
bit uncomfortable here handling somebody else's bill, but I
understand though that Senator Nelson h as t a l k ed t o Se n a t o r
Hall. It is pretty much a clarification amendment except for
thi s wor d , we ar e changing the word from "subgroup" to
"plu r a l i st i c " , this will change it to " ethni c g r o u p " . I guess ,
personally, I am more comfortable with the word "ethnic". The
word "plura l i st i c" , a member of the body who isn't here today
came up to me and indicated that she had some problems with the
word "pluralistic", so I do n't think i t makes a lo t of
difference but also understanding that words sometimes mean more
to one person than to another. If the body is more comfortable
with the word "ethnic" than "pluralistic", that is fine also. I
guess I must also confess to a culture stereotype of my own, and
that is until Senator Smith spoke,I did not realize that many
Scandinav i ans had re d h a i r , so this is helping us even f u r t h e r
understand cultural differences maybe, so I appreciate that.
Thank you ve ry much.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Cr o s by, p l e as e .

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Mr. President. I r i s e t o . . . i n t h e
committee, I suggested the word "pluralistic". T o me eth n i c
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on your a mendment?

amendment, Senator Nelson.

n arrows t h e g r o u p o f p eo p l e w e are talking about because e thn i c
is our cultural or native background, and pluralistic includes a
lot of different groups of people, and I u n d e r s t an d s o me o f t h e
objections to that word, and I wi l l t el l you from my own
exper i e n ce , I am an Irish-Catholic and I grew up in a Masonic
town. Let me tel' you I know about insensitivity because I have
heard p e o p l e s a y t h i ng s about those Catholics when t h ey t h i n k
chi l d r e n d o n ' t l i s t e n , I guess, that we can't hear when they say
mean things about your church or your parents because they are
Catholics and because they are mixed. All those words I grew up
with, so to me, that is ethnic. I am Irish, that is an et hn i c
b ackground . Th e r e are more things to society than just ethnic
background, so I still like the word "pluralistic". I am go i n g
to vote against this amendment if it is the word "ethnic". I
d idn ' t q u i t e c atch wha t Sen at o r Nelson sa i d . Now I d o
unders t an d i t . So t h at i s why I wi l l vote a g a i n s t y ou r

PRESIDENT: Th a n k yo u . Senator Nelson, would you like to c lose

SENATOR NELSON: I just move for the adoption. As I s a i d , and I
appreciate w hat Sen ator Crosby sa i d , bu t we certainly do not
want to leave the wrong impression that we are going to talk
about r e l i g i on n ec es sa r i l y in he r e or gays o r so on an d s o
forth. I, myself, am uncomfortable. I am as gu i l t y a s an y on e
e lse o r p r ob ab l y m o r e so and to find the correct words, and so
we are just looking for that, and t o me t h e different e thnic
backgrounds is very suitable in what we...and I do want this as
an amendment to the amendment because i t h as t o b e an
-mendment . . . c an ' t d o i t ?

PRESIDENT: No, Sena t o r Nel so n , n o , this has to travel on its
own. The committee amendments are adopted.

SENATOR NELSON: All right.

PRESIDENT: Ok ay .

SENATOR NELSON: W ith that, I move for its adoption.

PRESIDENT: A l l r i g ht . The question is the adoption of the
Nelson amendment. All those in favor vote a ye, opposed n a y .
S enator N e l s o n .
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amendment.

on it, Mr. Clerk' ?

SENATOR NELSON: I hate to call for a call of the h ouse o n a
s imple amendment. Jus t let the folks go ahead and vote and
whatever their desires are but I wish they would p l e as e vot e .
Otherwise, I will have to maybe call for a call of the house.

PRESIDENT: Please vote if you care to. Record, Mr . C le r k .

CLERK: 13 ay es , 1 0 n a ys, Mr. Pr e s i d ent , on the adoption of the

PRESIDENT: The amendment fails. Do you have a n y t h i ng further

CLERK: Nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: Ok ay , Sena t o r Withem, on the advancement of the

SENATOR WITHEM: Y eah, Mr. President, just a comment, before
actually moving the advancement of the bill. Senator Lavon
Crosby made some excellent points I think about the wo rd
" ethni c " , and that humans are insensitive to other human beings
b ased on t h i n g s ot he r than ethnic origin. We s t i l l h av e
unfortunately . religious prejudice. We still have sexual
prejudice where males are treated differently, sometimes more
favorably, sometimes less favorably, than females based only on
their sex. Things other than ethni c i t y l ead t o t h is . My
earlier comments, before she convinced me otherwise about the
word "ethnic" being a better word, were b ased on som e conc e r n s
that somehow some people out there are thinking this bill does
more than it actually does, that it mandates the teaching of
certain things to our children,a nd tha t g r o u ps , s u c h a s t ho s e
advancing homosexual rights might be coming in and demanding
t hat t hei r l i f e st y l e be taught in the classroom. T hat i s n o t
what this bill is about. That is not what this bill does.
Hopefully, that statement of intent is enough to clarify that.
I think Senator Nelson h ad s ome oth e r goo d things i n he r
amendment. I am sorry the other things were not adopted,and
they probably should be, so I wou ld enc o urage h e r, Senator
Crosby, Se n a to r Ha l l and me, I guess, to talk between now and
Select File to see if we can take the good t hings out of he r
amendment and, if the word "pluralistic" is the best word we can
come up with, fine, and there may be another word out there that
does the same thing that doesn't raise some red flags that other
people unfortunately thought that it raised. With that, I think

b i l l .
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through the amendments we have had a good discussion of the
bill. I thin k you understand what it does. I would move the
advancement of this bill to E & R Initial.

P RESIDENT: Tha n k y o u . Senator Elmer, please, f ol lowed by

SENATOR ELNERi Thank you, Nr. President. These kind of bills
trouble me a little bit in this aspect. We have i n ou r coun t r y
tremendous historical backgrounds of where people originate~
when they came tc this country. However, now we are c i t i z en s . f
the United States, we are citizens of Nebraska. Why aren' ' we
teaching citizenship, and equality as equal citizens, rather
than to keep pointing out that w e ar e and have come f r om
different areas or different pasta? The p ast i s gon e . We need
to teach progressively that we are members of this society , arid
not members of some other. Maintaining ethnic divisions within
our schools seems to me something like teaching a religion in a
school. We are all the same, we a -e all citizens, and t hat i s
how our government should be structured rather than to tr y t o
maintain these differences. So, just a matter of a little
principle here, thanks.

PRES'.DENT: Thank you . Sen at o r B e r n a r d - S t evens, f ol l owed by
S enator Chambers, p l e a se .

SENATOR BERNAIQ)-STEVENSi Tha n k y ou , Nr . P resi d e n t , members of
the body, just a brief comment, bills like LB 250 bother me just
a little bit, too, because it puts us in a position if w e v o t e
against something of this nature that we appear to be against
human relations, we appear to be against teaching of e q uality
and respect and the dignity of all peoples and all cultures, all
ethnic gr oup s , a n d s o o n , and I have the problems with the bill
technically as it is, even though I did support to vote i t out
of committee, and that is, in my opinion,all areas of higher
education, the institutions of higher education as d e f i n e d by
the bill, what they have to do is certify that the areas defined
in t he cour se of human relations that was specified in the
original green copy of the bill, certify that at some place, at
some point, within some course that would be taken by teachers,
that those topics would be covered somewhere. So, in e ssenc e ,
in my opinion, what you will have if LB 250 passes is a law that
will have good intentions but will not do anything because I
can't imagine too many, in fact, I can't imagine any institution
who will not be able to certify that those areas are not be i ng

Senator Bernard- S .evens.
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taught in some topic, some chapter, some unit in some course
t hat t ea c her s ha v e to take. So, in essence, you will have a
bill that says that we want human awareness, but a bill that
technically will not change anything in the course of education.
And I und e r s tand t he reasons for the bill. I understand the
difficulties in some events that happened previously within
school systems, but I am not particularly comfortable that this
bill will actually do anything along those lines, and I want ed
to at least express those thoughts before we got to a vote on
LB 250. Th ank you, Nr . P re s i d e nt .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y ou . Senator Chambers, p l e ase .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the L egislatur e ,
I would like to ask Senator Bernard-Stevens a question.

PRESIDENT: S e nator Bernard-Stevens, would you reply' ?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I would be delighted.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Senator Bernard-Stevens, this bill will move,
and when it gets to Select File, would you be willing to work on
some language t o make sure that is is not as open-ended and
vague as currently the bill might make the subject, or a re you
opposed to a specific body of information being created or
required to be created that would meet this requirement?

SENAT'iR BERNARD-STEVENS: On both of those questions, I t h in k I
can answer I w ould be delighted to work with you on that. Ny
concern was in the beginning on the original writing of the bill
on the green copy, I ha d t w o c oncerns; n umber o n e , a manda t e d
c ourse of t hr ee hours for human relations, though maybe that
would be the best wav to get the goals of the bill accomplished,
would do a couple of other things unrelated to the bill, and
that would be r ight now that educators going through teacher
training, if everything goes well in many of the areas, in most
of the areas, it takes them at least four years, obviously, if
everything goes well. N any of t h o s e a r e a s , n ow i t i s t ak i n g
five years for people to get through. Th e more we mandate
different course of 3-hours credit, it will begin to st retch
very easily into six years, and I t h i nk t h at wi l l hav e a
detriment on the quality of teacher t hat we hav e within the
system. So my intent was, Senator Chambers, in the committee,
to find a way that we could get those issues and t h o s e t op i cs
discussed, because they are important, they need to be there, we

1681



March 1 , 1 9 8 9 LB 250

need to have the sensitivity, we need to have the training, but
yet not, but not cause harm in another area of will we get the
teachers through the teacher training because it takes s o l on g
at a cost of pay that is so little.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank y ou, Senator Bernard-Stevens,and I
have similar concerns because I don't like us to put legislation
on the books which appears to do something when, in fact, it
does not, and the purpose of the legislation is to alter the
status duo but, in fact, not only does it fail to alter i t bu t
it entrenches it because it creates the impression that
something is being done a nd' t h o s e sensitive people in the
society who feel that something needs to be done may be given
the false impression that the job has been completed, they no
longer need to monitor the situation, because there has been
placed in statute a guarantee that these areas t h a t ar e very
important and need to be taught to those who are going to teach
other people's children the feeling that that h as been t a ken
care of. Wit h ref erence to what Senator Elmer said, maybe
500,000 years from now his statements will be a p p r op r i a te f o r
America, but t he reality is, and this can be confirmed by the
FBI, local law enforcement agencies throughout the country, that
there ha s b e en a gr e a t o ut br e a k , especia l l y du r i ng t h e l a t t e r
part of the Reagan administration, in racial physical attacks,

. the bu r n i n g o f cr o ss e s , the firing of people's h omes, t he
burning of va rious establishments o n c ampuses w h e r e black
students are located. There h as been an outbrea k o f
ant i - Semi t i s m i n the form of des ecration of cemeteries, the
marking of swastikas on synagogues, and o t h e r t h i ng s of t h a t
sort. In Louisiana, a Ku Klux Klanner named David Duke was just
elected, and I don't know why people are s o al a rmed because h e
went through the process that was established for putting people
in the Legislature, and if there are enough people who s u ppor t
what h e say s t o u se the system of voting to vote him into
office, then he should be allowed to stay there, and j u st as
happens w i t h me in this Legislature being unable by myself to
get a bill through, he cannot by himself get any l egi s l a t i on
through. So I think it is necessary that there be given serious
considerations to things that occur in the society, that they be
placed in proper perspective, and people understand what the
nature of a problem is so that we can confront it. T o p r e t e n d
that there are not differences of aracia l , r e l i g i ou s , g en d e r ,
nationality, ethnic, to pretend those differences don't exist in
this country, I think is very naive and contributes t o t h e
continued misunderstanding that will aggravate the problems that

1682



March 1 , 1 9 8 9 LB 250

we have.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR CBAMBERS: To learn about a person's origins, other
people's culture is not to demean the culture of the one who is
learning, but there can be a kind of ethnocentric arrogance,
meaning that the dominant culture places itself above everybody
else, becomes a standard by which all others are juuged, and
anything not in conformity with them and theirs is demeaned and
placed at an inferior level. When you teach children that that
which has been given to them by their parents, is taught to them
in church and throughout their community, is inferior, that
which they believe is a part of t hem, therefore, they are.
inferior, the way they speak is inferior, D e things they
believe mark them as inferior, and even their parents are the
source of that ir(':riority, and I t h i nk a l l of t hese t h i ng s ,
since they exist in this society, should be met through the
expedient of education.

PRESIDENT: You are now on your second five minutes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: T hank you . I t u r ned o n m y l i gh t so pe op l e
will know how I got another five minutes. Education, education
to be effective must be left in the h ands w ho t h e mse l v e s
understand we l l what it is they are presenting. T o give a n
example, when I am talking to younger people of my concep t o f
education, the teacher knows something that those who are to be
t aught d o n ' t kn o w . There is an inferiority in terms of what is
kno'wn, so t h e pu r po s e of t h e teacher i s t o e r a se that
inferiority as much as possible and bring the one b eing t aug h t
up to the l evel of the teacher. So that when the instruction
has completed itself, then the one being taught knows more than
he or s h e k n e w be f o r e . We must be concerned about what is being
taught and the education system today has not achieved that
goal. Sometimes there are deliberate things d one b y t eac h e r s
and administrators to harm the welfare of children who belong to
other groups than the majority group. In other instances, there
i s i gno r a nc e a nd ar r og a nce on the part of the teacher,and
things may be done through inadvertence. We don ' t wan t ou r
teachers doing negative things through inadvertence. We want
them well prepared, well instructed, and able to shape the minds
of the young in a way that is not go:.ng to narrow them, c ripp l e
them, or make them intolerant of others in those differences.
So, I think we all need to know about as many cultures that
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exist in this country as possible,as well as those that exist
in other nations. Business persons have realized that unless
A n'~ri"an st u d e n t s are taught more about other coun t r i es ,
la: ~age, especially, then America is not going to be able to
compete economically w ith the rest of th e world . I t i s
regrettable that businessmen must put a prod to the hind end of
the education system to broaden the scope a n d t h at wh i ch is
taught before the system will respond. T here ha s b een a g re a t e r
response in t erms of improving or broadening the scope o f
edu".ation in this country for t he purp ose o f econ o mi c
competition than there has been for the purpose of making better
human beings and creating more understanding. So f rom whateve r
source the prodding comes, the ultimate goal i s o f v al ue and
worthy of being achieved. This bill is just a very small step
in that direction, and, Senator Elmer, if we were going to play
a card game, I don't play cards well, but there are 52 cards in
the deck, and to play a card game, you do not change the nature
o f a n y o f t he c a r d s . You do not say that a queen must become a
jack, a jack must become an ace, an ace must be c o me a t e n, a
king must become a three of clubs. Th ey all retain their
identity. They all have a relative value assigned to them, and
for a game to o ccur, you need all of these cards. I n t h i s
country, we don't want to assign relative values t o p e o p l e i n
terms of t heir intrinsic worth as human beings, but we don' t
want to make them feel that because they differ from that which
is considered the majority standards that anything is wrong with
them or that they are in any way inferior. There shoul d b e n o
attempt to make this country a melting pot. If there is to be
something, let it be like a mixing bowl or a deck of cards where
we all can maintain our identity and the integrity of our
culture. A country is strong, not when it attempts to erase al l
differences, but when it att empts to b rin g abou t an
understanding of those differences so that people can realize
that to be different does not mean to be wrong, to be different
does not mean to be inferior,

. . .

I-'RESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...to be d ifferent does n o t m ean t o b e
ignorant. I am in favor of the bill, and I w o u l d l i k e to w or k
with Senator Bernard-Stevens and whoever else may be interested
in trying to see if we can come up with something t hat wi l l
ensure that the aim of the bill is achieved.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Elmer, please.
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p lease .

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Mr. President. J usc a s m a l l r e sp o n s e
to Sen a t o r Ch a mbers . If this bill is going to do as many good
things for the education and to relieve some o f t he
discriminatory things t hat h app e n he r . = acr o ss t h e s tat e a n d
across the country, I am certainly a hundred pe r ce nt f o r i t .
T here a r e i n s t a n c e s , of c o u r se , i n a d ec k of ca r d s , when some o f
those ca r d s a ssume a different value or a different name, they
are called the joker or a wild card, but that is o nly t e mpor a r y ,
just like putting on a mask and going to a masquerade ball .
When y o u ar e d on e , the mask comes off and it becomes a deuce o r
a t r e y o r a j ok er ag ai n , and I will support this bill, and I
will be looking forward to the things that are going to be done
t o i t a t Se l ec t Fi l e t o ma k e i t a b e t t er b i l l . T hank y o u .

PRESIDENT: Th a n k y ou . Senator Withem, would you like to c lose
on the advancement of the bill?

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, I would be happy to, Mr. President,
members of the body. Firs t o f a l l , i n regard to t he d ialogue
b etween Se n a t o r Cha mber s and Sena t o r Be r na r d - S t e v e n s , Senato r
Hai l a sk e d m e t o h an d l e t h i s b i l l f or h i m so I a m s u r e h e wo u l d
be delighted to hear me s ay t h a t h e wi l l p l edg e al l o f t h e t i me
that he has necessary to work with the two of you. I am s u r e h e
would be h a ppy t o s i t d o w n an d v i s i t wi t h y ou f o l k s about wa ys
of improving the bill, if it does need to be improved. I gu e s s
with that, it has been discussed. There is some things I wanted
to say in regard to the Chambers-Elmer dialogue. I t h i n k i t was
i ns t r u c t i v e b ut I gue ss I wi l l j us t let it re s t and I k n ow
people want to get on to visit about the next bill, so I j u s t
urge that you advance this piece o f l eg i s l at i on .

PRESIDENT: The question is the advancement o f L B 250 . Al l
those i n f avo r v ote ay e, opp o s e d nay. Reco r d , Mr . Cl e r k ,

CLERK: 25 a ye s , 0 nay s , M r . Pr e s i d e n t , on the motion to advance

PRESIDENT: Th e b i l l i s ad v anced . LB 250A , p l eas e .

CLERK: LB 2 50 A , M r . Pr e s i d e n t , was a bill introduced by Senator
Hall . ( Read t i t l e . )

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please, on the A b i l l .

LB 250 .
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advance the bill.

SPEAKER BA R RETT:
Preside n t ' s d e s k .

CLERK: Nr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and R eview
reports LB 183 t o Select File; LB 183A to Select File; LB 250,
Select File; LB 250A, LB 340, all to Select File, all signed by
Senator Lindsay as Chair of the E & R Committee. (See page 97 5
o f t h e L e g i s l at i v e Jou r n al . )

Transportation Committee r epor t s LB 5 33 t o Genera l F i l e and
LB 245 indefinitely postponed. Those ar e s i gn e d b y Se n a to r
Lamb. Transportation a lso r ep or t s LB 5 09 to General File;
LB 78, Gene r a l F i l e wi t h amen d ments ; LB 131 , Ge n e r a l F i l e wi t h
amendments ; LB 5 38 i nde f i n i t el y p os t p on e d and LB 576
indefinitely postponed, and also signed by Senator Lamb. (See
pages 975-80 of the Legislative Journal.)

Senator Moore has amendments to be printed t o LB 49 9 . (See
pages 980-82 of the Legislative Journal.)

Enrollment and Re v iew repor t s LB 40 8 c o r r ec t l y eng r o s s e d and
L B 443 c or r ec t l y eng r o sse d . Those a r e s i gned b y S e n a to r
L indsay . (See page 982 of th e Leg i s l a t i ve Jou r na l . )

Nr. President, an announcement from Senator S m ith t ha t t he
General Affairs Committee will not meet in Exec Session at on e
o c l o c k . Genera l Af f ai r s wi l l not h av e t he i r r egul a r l y

Nr. President, a new resolution o f f e r e d by Sen a t o r Coo r d s e n and
other m emb e r s . (Briefly described LR 43 as f ou n d on
pages 982-83 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, new A bills. (Read titles for the first time to
LB 346A , LB 1 29 A, LB 44 7A . See page 983 of the Legislative
'Journa l . ) T hat ' s all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou . S enato r M o o r e .

SENATOR MOORE: N r . Speaker , I mo ve w e ad j ou r n a nd, p r o v i d i n g w e
can get here, I...we adjourn until Monday morning, March 6th.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank yo u . You hav e h ea r d t he motion to

The motion fails. Nessages on t h e

scheduled E x e c S e s s i o n .
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would ask if the Clerk has any messages on the President's desk.

CL RK: Mr. President, Banking, Commerce and I n s u r a nc e r ep o r t s
LB 222 to General File with amendments; LB 746, Gen er a l Fi l e ;
L B 749 , Gen e r a l Fi l e ; and LB 10 5 , i nde f i n i t el y p o st p o n e d , al l
s igned b y S e n a t o r La n d i s . New reso l u t i o n , LR 56 , b y S e n a to r
Haberman con gratulating t he Pe r k i n s Cou nt y H igh Scho o l
basketball team. Transportation gives notice of confirmation
hearing. Amendments to be printed fry...i Sena to r Be c k t o LB 250 ,
Senator Goodrich to LB 340, Senator Wesely to LB 34 0, and
Senato r Ko r sh oj t o LB 54 . T hat ' s all that I have,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t . ( See pages 1 1 6 5 -7 0 o f t he Le g i s l a t i ve Jou r n a l . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u, M r . Cl e r k . The question before the
body is one of adjcurnment. Those in favor of adjourning please
v ote a ye , o p p o sed n a y . Have you all voted? Record, Mr. C ler k .

CLERK: 12 aye s , 22 nays, Mr. President, on the m otion t o
a djou r n .

SPEAKER B ARRETT : Mot i on fails. Back to discussion o n t h e
advancement of the bill. S enato r B a a c k.

SENATOR BAACK: Ar e t he r e others lights after mine?

SPEAKER BARRETT: I ' m sorry , ye s , t he r e a r e . Ser a t or Baac k , I ' m
sorry, I overlooked one light. Senator Withem's light has been

S ENATOR WITHEM: Y e s , I was going to call the question.

SPEAKER B A RRETT: The question has been called. Do I s e e f i v e
h ands? I d o . Tho se i n f av or of ceasing d ebate v o te aye,
o pposed nay . Reco r d .

CLERK: 25 aye s , 1 n ay , Mr . President, to cease debate.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Deb at e c loses . Sen at o r Ba a c k .

SENATOR BAACK: I think we' ve debated enough. I wou l d j u s t u r ge
the advancement of the ball. T hank y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k you . Shal l LB 1 8 3 b e ad v a n ce d t o E & R
Engrossing? Those in favor vote aye, o p p osed n ay . Have you al l
voted? Have you all voted, if you'd care t o vo t e'? Sen a t o r

on.

2251



M arch 21 , 1 9 8 9 LB 89, 2 2 4 , 25 0 , 335 , 37 1 , 8 1'

presume we are ready to vote on the a dvancement of t he bill .
Those i n f av or v ot e a ye , opposed n ay . Hav e you a l l vo t ed ?

care t o .do t he h ono r s ?

Please r e c o r d .

CLERK: 30 ayes , 2 n ays , Nr. President, on ado ption of t h e
motion to advance LB 371.

SPFAKER B A RRETT:
Pr s i d e n t ' s de sk .

CLERK: Mr. President, an announcement that R e venue Co mm ittee
wil l mee t i n ex e c u t i v e s e s s >on tomorrow at one - fifteen in
Room 1520; Revenue Committee tcmorrow, Room 1520 at one-fifteen.

Busin es s a n d Lab o r g i v es notice of confirmation h ear r ng , o r a
report on the confirmation hearing, I s h o u l d s ay .

A mendments to LB 8 9 by Se na t o r Ch am b e r s , LB 250 by Sen at o r
Schimek , L B 2 24 by Sena t o r NcFar l a n d , LB 3 35 Sen at o r H al l ,
LB 81 1 b y Se na t o r M cFar l a n d . ',See p ag es 1269 - 7 1 o f t h e
Legislative Journal ) That's all that I have, Nr. P r e s > d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y ou . Senato r Sc h e l l pep er , would y ou

SENATOR S CHELLPEPER: Sure would. I w ould move that we a djou r n
unt i l 9 : 00 a . m. , tomorrow morning, March 22.

SPEAKER BARRETT: You ' v e he ar d
tomorrow morning. Those in
Carr i e r we a r e ad j ou r n ed .

LB 3 7 1 i s ad v an c ed . Nessages on t h e

t he m o t ion to ad ]ou rn unt i I
f avo r s ay aye . Opp osed no .

n
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r ecor d ?

o f L B 2 8 1 .

Nr. P r e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER B ARRETT: Thank you . Anyon e else ? A re co r d v ot e h as
b een r eq u e s t e d . All in favor of the advancement of the bill
p lease v o t e ay e , op p o sed n a y . S hal l LB 2 8 1 b e adv a n c e d , t hat i s
t he q u e s t i o n ? Hav e y ou all voted? Have those who care t o v o t e
voted? Rec or d , p l ea se .

CLERK: (Read record vote. See pages 1314-15 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) 2 5 ay es , 18 nays , N r . Pr e s i den t , on th e a d v a n c e ment

SPEAKER BARRETT: T he b i l l i s adv an c e d . An y t h i n g f o r t h e

CLERK: Ye s , Nr . Pr es i d en t , I do. I hav e amendments to be
printed to LB 272 by Senator Landis ; and LB 683 b y Sen a t o r
Wehrbein . I have a new A bill, LB 503A by Senator Goodrich.
(Read for the first time by title. See p a g e s 1 3 1 5 - 1 6 o f the
Legi s l a t v e Jou r n a l . )

Mr. President, I h ave a l o bb y repoit for this past week; a
confirmation report by the Judiciary Committee. I t i s s i gn ed b y
Senator Chizek. N otice of hearing by the Ru l s Committee fo r
Thursday , Ap r i l 6 .

And, finally, Mr. President, bills read on Fina' Reading this
morning have been presented to the G overnor . ( Re: L B 265 ,
LB 619 , LB 155 , LB 623 , L B 15 4, LB 25 4 , LB 42 1 . S ee page 1 3 1 7
o f t h e Leg i s l a t i ve Journ a l . ) Th at i s a l l t h at I h av e ,

SPEAKER B A RRETT: Thank you. The Chair is pleased to note tha t
Senato r L ab e d z h as a very special guest under the s outh b a l c on y ,
a friend of hers, Tom Kelly, wno is a student at Westside Niddle
School . Tom, wou l d y ou s tand u p a nd t ak e a bow. W e' r e g l ad t o
h ave you wi t h u s . Also o b s e r v e d u n d e r t he south b a l c o n y i s a
former member of t hi s b od y , Sen at or George Sy as o f Omaha.
Senato r Sy a s . Ni c e t o h av e you b ack , George . LB 2 50 ,

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , Senato r , I h av e E & R amendment s on
LB 250, first of all.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen at o r Li nd s ay .

CLERK: E & R amendments, Senator.

Nr. C l e r k .
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SENATOR LIX )SAY: Nr. President, I'd move the adoption of the
E Sc R amendments to LB 250.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Question is the a doption of t he E 6 R
amendments. Those in favor say aye. O pposed no. Ca r r i e d , t he y

CLERK: Nr . P resi de n t , Senator Beck would move to amend the
bill. Her amendment is on page 1167 of the Journal.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n ato r Beck , p l e a s e .

SENATOR BECK: Thank you , Nr . C h a i r manand members of the body.I 'd like to have you turn to 1167 and look at these amendments.
They are friendly amendments, at least I certainly believe they
are. T hey don't change the original intent of the bill at all.
According to the committee hearing testimony and t he U r b a n
League, the intent of this bill is to eliminate ethnicandracial p r e j u d ic e. And , i f you ' l l l oo k a t my amendment, you' ll
see that I believe that the bill is somewhat ill-defined.
B ecause i f y o u l o o k a t p age 1 , l i ne 2 0 of the amendments, or
that is the bi ll, what is sexism, on page 1, line 19, w hat i s
dehumanizing bias or pluralism. These p h r a s es , I t hi nk , I
believe from my visit and from some mail that has been sent to
me about the bill...feel that t hese p h r a se s coul d a lte r t he
intent of the bill considerably, A ll mine d o i s j ust si m p l y
clean it up and return it to the original context of eliminating
racial and ethnic prejudice. I t h ink w i t h t h i s bi l l we ne e d to
do something and that is to send a clear and well-defined
message that racism will not be tolerated in our schools. Andl et ' s not pass an open-ended bill that will require hoursand
hours of teaching and perhaps all sorts of t opics w h i c h c oul d
include sexual preference, political party, s ocial c a u se s a n d
t he r e l i g i o u s f a i t hs . I t h i n k we ge t i n real murky, sticky
water when we get into something l i k e = h a t . And I j u s t be l i ev e
in and have from the b eginning, and I ment i o n e d i t t o t he
members of the committee that pluralism is just too broad a
term. I'd like to share just a couple comments with you. In
the committee hearing, I had just mentioned that Senator Hall
was speaking and he said that I have a number of individuals
that I represent who are Hispanic Americans and they are t he
reason that I introduced the bill. He wants to be careful that
we don' t have a racist outlook, that teachers don't havea
racist outlook, and it's just that they h ave li ttle o r n o

are adopted.
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information with regard to the backgrounds that some of our
minority students come from. I think we have to be careful.
These are Senator Hall's quotes, the same race or e t h n i c g roup ,
where they g r ew up , or how they w ere e ducated. And then Dr . D on
Benning came down and testified, and he mentions the f-ct that
our state is rich in diversity with citizens of German, English,
African-American, Native American, Asian, Hispanic as wel l a s a
multitude of other ethnic r acia l g r o u p s . And with the testimony
t hat w as conc e r n ed w ith mi no r i t y po p u l a t i o n , a nd I r ec e i v e d a
letter from Mr. Rashad Byndon from the United Ca t h o l i c Soc i a l
Services , an d h e says that one thing with 250, we need t o b e
careful about is that if students are going to enjoy a nd hav e
e ffec t i v e l ea rn i ng in the classroom, their contact with
educators from other racial groups should be p o s i t i v e . A nd s o
t hat ' s all I'm asking the body to do is to be careful about the
words, and I guess that comes from having the background o f an
E nglis h t eac h e r , and for that I am sorry, but I just feel that
we need t o b e v e r y ca r e f u l h er e , and I would just ask t he bo d y
to pass these amendments, toaccept them, to pass them on. I t
wil l no t hu r t t h e i n t en t o f t he b i l l . In fact, as I truly
b el i ev e and t h e members of the Urban League,w ith whom I ' v e
v is i t e d , t r u l y b e l i ev e as well, that it will just simply d ef i n e
down the bill and make it really what they sought in the first
p lace , a n d t h a t i s al l I h av e .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you , S e n a t o r B e c k . Discussio n on t he
Beck a mendment, Senator Withem, followed by S e n a t o r s H a l l ,
B ernard-Stevens , an d Ne l s o n .

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, t he term i n
the bill was a relatively majorsubissue over this particular
bill. We had t he bill originally drafted using the word
subgroup. Whe n that was pointed out to us,w e recogn i zed t h a t
probably our bill drafting left a lot to be desired in terms of
sensitivity to people that are not part of our white Anglo-Saxon
cul t u r e h er e . The committee adopted the word "pluralistic".
The debate now is whether we use the word "pluralism" o r whethe r
w e use th e wor d " e t h n i c and rac i a l " . Or i g i na l l y , I d i d n ' t t h i n k
it made a whole lot of difference. I may have even said that on
the floor in General File, but some comments that were m ade i n
debate on Gen er al Fi le , p r i mar i l y t ho se f rom Senato r L a V on
Crosby, to be very frank, led me to believe that probably the
word p l ur a l i sm that is in the bill now is a more appropriate
term. Let me tell you why I think that is, a couple o f r easo n s
why. F irst of all,some people have misread the intent of this
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bill entirely I think. It doesn't have anything to do with the
content of the curriculum in our schools. I t d oesn ' t s a y yo u
have to teach children about such and such, such and such , suc h
and such. Wh at it says is the teachers that are teaching must
have competencies in dealing with people who come from different
backgrounds. In other words, to use three very crass examples,
perhaps, this doesn't say you have to teach about black history.
What it s ays is we want our teachers to know how to deal with
situations when one student of one r ace uses a d e r o g a t o r y r aci al
term to call...to refer to another group. I t do e s n ' t say we
have to t each about the Nexican-American culture. I t s ay s w e
want teachers that are sensitive when children put on a p l a y
that is based on racial stereotypes, that the teacher can handle
that sort of situation and recognize that that is something that
p robabl y sh o u l d n o t go on. We ar e n ot go i ng t o t e ach
about...dictating that we teach about Native American c ul t u r e s ,
but that the teachers ought to have some sensitivity that they
have Native American students in their classroom. T radi t i o n a l
Thanksgiving celebrations, traditional Columbus Day celebrations
may not excite those Native Americans quite to the degree that
t hey exc i t e us . That i s wh at we are talking about is
competencies of teachers to deal with these. T he next t h i ng w e
get into, Senator Crosby gave a n e x c e l l e nt sp eec h o n G e ne r a l
File talking about some of the mo st cruel sorts of human
t rea tmenz , on e p er son to ano t h e r , i s b ased on r e l i g i o u s
stereotypes, religious sorts of discrimination, and I c a n r ec al l
some of these from my past experience. I came from one of the
whitest communities. There were no minorities, whatsoever , i n
my community, one of the most Protestant communities. We had
three churches in our community. We had a Nethodist Church , a
Reorganized Church of Latter-Day Saints, a nd a v e r y , v e ry sm a ll
m inor i t y peop l e were C a th o l i c , v er y small minority. Ash
Wednesday would roll around, the Catholic s tudents w er e e x c u s ed ,
they would go to their services, and they would come back with
the ash on their forehead. It was not treated by, I have go t t o
admit, by a number of my fellow students , wa s no t t rea te d a s
something we s hould und e r s t a n d as part of t h eir r e l i g i o u s
c ul t u r es . Th os e students tended to be ostracized, made fun o f .
I am not proud of that fact, but that is the type of thing that
has . one on. When I first started to teach school in Papillion,
Nebraska, we were talking about the Mid-East situation. I asked
students, is there anybody in here that happens t o b e Jewi sh ?
T o a st ude n t they laughed, they thought that was funny that a
t eacher wou l d ask, i s th e r e a J ewish st ud en t i n t h i sc lassroom, . . .
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SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WITHEM: ...because then the term Jew was a pejorative
sort of term, that those were different sorts of people. Some
of t he mo s t cr ue l cr i t i c i sm and discrimination is based on
religious differences, And I guess I should also point out that
during the time I was teaching there, there were a num be r o f
students who came with very strong Fundamentalist beliefs,who
carried Bibles with them, who used their time in f ree time to
talk to other students about their religion. A gain t h o s e
students were ostracized, they were m ad e f un o f . We need
teachers in our system that can deal with prejudice, n ot t e a c h
about religion, not teach about alternate lifestyles, n ot t eac h
about ethnic groups, but can deal with students of all different
b ackgrounds a n d kno w s how to d eal, when these students from
these various backgrounds come into their c lassroom, can d e al
with these differences, and have the human skills in dealing
with the situation, particularly in this area of religion where
we have more and more people from various rel i g i o u s b a c k g r ounds
coming into our schools,

. . .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e .

SENATOR WITHEM: . . .As ian backgrounds.
. . .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e

SENATOR WITHEM: Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator Ha l l .

SENATOR HAIL: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I w o u l d
just echo Senator Withem's comments. T h e issue here, and I
would stand in opposition to Senator Beck's amendment, and I do
appreciate the fact that it is offered in good faith on her
part, but the issue here is a decision t hat was ma de by the
Education Committee to use the term " plu r a l i st i c " , and that term
is more encompassing than the amendment that Senator Beck has
before us that deals with the issue of strictly r acia l and
ethnic gr ou p s . And I think Senator Withem's comments about
first hand experience that he had lets you know clearly that we
need t o l eav e t his I t hink a s o pen and a s f ar - r ea c h i n g a s
possible because this bill deals with the training of t eacher s ,
and the misconception that he spoke of that I think most of the
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comments have come from, and I think even some of the mail that
I have gotten, some publications that I have seen in relation to
this bill, have dealt with the misconception that this is going
to be directed toward education in the classroom, educat io n i n
the classroom at the elementary and secondary level. I t d e a l s
with the training of teachers, an a.pect of the curriculum that
they are required to have prior to being sent out to teach our
young people, so that they have a s good an u nde r s t a n d in g o f the
different t ypes of individuals, the different t ypes of
backgrounds, the different types of, yes, ethnic, racial, and
r el i g i ou s t ypes o f b ackgrounds t h at t hey will encounter.
Senator Withem spoke of the strictly white Anglo background that
he taught in and the effects that injection of different types
of religious beliefs, different types of racial groups into
that, how they are treated. A teacher that is not t ra i ned t o
react to that, a teacher that does not have a background or an
understanding of those ethnic groups could very we l l h ave an
influence on t hese students that impacts their lives or their
beliefs forever, and I think you clearly need t o p r ov i d e f o r
training in this area for our teachers, that allows them an
understanding, gives them the tools that they n eed t o pr o v i d e
for the best education for those young people, and you s t a r t ou t
allowing them to have the best education by making sure that
your teacher is as well trained as possible. I mean if we are
going to pay our teachers more, as we would in LB 89, I think
that the least we can do is ask that they be trained in t h is
area that is p robably the most important area that a student
ever carries with them beyond the halls of ed' ation, and that
i s t h e a r ea and t h e i ssue of how t hey deal with others
throughout their life. And I think that all LB 250 does, a s i t
has b e e n am e nded by the Education Committee amendments, is it
allows for an understanding on the part of t ho s e t e ach e r s of
e very as p e c t of difference, I guess is one way to put it, that
is out there or as best that they can be educated in that area,
so that they have as good an understanding as they can before
going into that classroom and de a l i ng wi t h some o f t h e se
problems firsthand because it clearly is a problem in today' s
society. It has always been a problem, and i t i s go i n g to
cont i nu e t o be a problem, but 250, LB 250, takes us I guess in
the first step in the direction of getting at the problem when
we deal with it at the level of educating our teachers so tha t
they are fully prepared.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.
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SENATOR HALL: ...to deal with this issue. So I mean I would
just like to reemphasize the fact that this deals with the
education of our teachers, doesn't deal with anything that is
going to take place in the classroom, but it gives them the
tools to handle problems that will come up in this area an d It hink t hat I f u l l y appreciate Senator Beck's concern, but I
think it is misconceived and I would urge the body to reject the
Beck amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. S enator Be rn a r d - S t e v en s ,
additional discussion on the Beck amendment.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Just very briefly, Mr. President, I ,
too, would rise in opposition though I understand t he p o si t i v e
intent and nature of Senator Beck's amendment. I was just going
t o p a g e 2 and 3 actually of the green copy that has not been
changed by the committee amendments that were agreed t o ea r l i er
to try to st ress again that the intent of the bill is not to
teach substantive content but rather skills in dealing with
particular problems. And I'd draw anyone's attention, if they' d
care, on the areas that needs to be looked at to make s ure t h a t
t hese t o p i c s a r e covered wi t h i n cou r se s taught within the
institutions of hi gher learning. I t woul d b e a n a w a r e n ess a n d
understanding of values, of lifestyles, an awareness of that; an
ability to recognize and d e a l wi t h b iases ; t h e ab i l i t y to
translate knowledge into attitudes, ski l l s , a n d t ec h n i q u es ; t h e
ability to recognize the ways of biases; and re s pect t h e human
d ignity. We are teaching teachers, if you wish, the ski l l s
needed in order to help students deal with and they, t hemselves ,
d eal w i t h h u man r e l a t i o n s , and that is the intent, and I t h i n k
others within the state have misinterpreted the intent to the
bill thinking that we are going to get in particular content and
that is not the nature of the bill nor the intent of t he b i l l .
So upon that, I would very kindly disagree with the amendment
o ffe red b y S enato r B e ck . Thank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S enator Ne l s on , p l e as e .

SENATOR NELSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I will m ake
this very brief. I su p p or t Sen at o r B e c k . I visited with
Senator Hall about this. I believe the day the bill came up on
the floor before, he was absent, so we didn't get time. Senator
Beck h a s a ver y good po i n t . We are not trying to get into
various religious aspects. When you open up t hat d oo r , y ou
again o p e n up an area of very different opinions and so on.
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What Senator Beck is trying to address and I, too, felt that in
the original bill the wording was not good,various subgroups
and so on, but that has been corrected, but we are ~ alking about
ethnic gr o u ps and so o n . We are not talking about v ar i ou s
religious outline. I agree that the b'.ll does address the
teachers training, but how much and how far can you go. The
teachers training is fine so long as you train like I feel like
you should be trained, and in my religion, and so on , a n d I v e r y
much agree with Senator Beck, and I know the amendment went down
before but, again, I think that racial and ethnic groups is the
right word. Pluralistic stretches it too far, and with that I
d o suppor t S e n a to r B e c k .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Abboud, followed by Senator Beck.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President and colleagues, I am not s u r e ho w
this amendment is going to go but I think we should probably
establish a few t hings into the legislative r ecord a s t o t h e
intent of the language of LB 250. So with that, I re quest,
Senator Hall, would you yield to a question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Yes , I would .

SENATOR ABBOUD: On page 2 of th e bi ll, on l i n e s 2 5 , t h e
language which states 4resul t in favorable experiences for
students;" is it the intent of you,as introducer of the bill,
that this should not be misconstrued to mean that this wil l
result in the teaching of these different ideas by the teachers?

SENATOR HALL: That is correct, Senator Abboud. T he i s su e h e r e
is the...deals with the training of the teachers so i t wi l l b e
done at the college or university level,and it will allow for
them to have an understanding, a grasp of all the different
aspects o r t he i ssu es that surround different problems that
individuals who come f rom v a r i e d b ack g r o unds f ace, and t h e
abi l i t y t o t r an sl a t e k nowledge of huma n relations into
attitudes, skills, and techniques, which result in favorable
experiences for students reflects on t h at t eacher . So i t
deals...that would correlate directly to that t eacher or t h a t
college student who is under, you know, taking classes in this

SENATOR ABBOUD: Okay, thank you very much, Senator. I do t h i nk

area.
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that I will probably support the amendment because I t hink t h e
term "plura l i s t i c " is pretty broad, and I think that probably
you could have some possible problems. I commend Senator Hall
for introducing the bill. I think that it does deal with some
very real problems that should not exist in society and I think
that it is a n ex cellent bill and should be enacted by the
Legislature. Some of the language is a bit confusing, and w i t h
that I can understand S enator Be ck ' s co n c e r n s . Thank you,

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Before recognizing Senator Beck on
her amendment, I am pleased to announce that Senator Beyer has
some very special guests in the north balcony. We have
65 fourth grade students from Gretna Public School with their
teacher. Wou ld you p eople please s tand and be r e c ogn i z ed .
T hank you . W e a re p l ea sed t o h a v e y o u v is i t i n g wi t h u s t h i s
m orning . Sen a t o r B e c k .

SENATOR BECK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just continue
on and t r y t o b r i ng out a few more po ints here . I am
particularly...I think Senator A bboud made a v e r y g ood p o i n t
with looking at the f avorabl e expe r i e n c es b ecause t ha t i s
classroom e x p e r i e n c e , and I don't know how you get classroom
experience and make it favorable unless as a t each e r you d o
something. And having been a teacher,a nd al t h ough Dave and I
a re on oppos i t e s i d e s on t h i s on e , and we b oth h a ve b een
teachers, I feel that you may have to be put in the position of
having to do something, and, again, I want to repeat my argument
that with the many ethnic cultures that have their own, perhaps,
religious affiliation, I just don't know how t hat can b e
translated into a favorable experience for the child because you
are go i n g t o h ave many different kinds of religion in a
classroom, and I think that as teachers we need t o st ay away
from those kinds of things. And I t h i nk t h i s b i l l u l t i ma t el y ,
although its intent is to stop ethnic and racial prejudice and
to teach teachers how to deal with that, they will have to do
something in the classroom to deal with it, and so t h en i f we
open i t u p t o p l u r a l i st i c , we can end up with all kinds of
things, social differences. Can yo u t eac h , y ou know, t h e
Ku Klux Klan as a f avorable experience? Hardly not, I don' t
think so. You can get into political differences, and I j u st
think that, and several of the people who have spoken against my
amendment say, well, you know, it could be misinterpreted.
Well, that is the whole point of my amendment is that i t i s
ill-defined. I think if we want to open up those kind of things

Mr. P res id en t .
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to teach our teachers, then that should be in another bill and
not in this one because I' ve visited with the Urban League, who
were pr op o nents o f t he b i l l , I h av e g i ven D r. Benn i n g ' s
statements, who was also a proponent of the bill. I t h i n k w e
need to stick with ethnic and racial solely and t hat i s ag ai n
all I have to say about it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y ou . Senat or C rosby o n t he B e c k
amendment, followed by Senators Pirsch and Chambers.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Mr. President. I won' t r ep e a t what
I s a id be f o re bec a u se Senator Withem brought that out very
adequately, and I thank you for that. I am against this
amendment and will continue to be. Plura l i st i c , I t h i n k , cov e r s
a lot of groups of people, a lot of questions that might come up
in the classroom, and I know that the people who want this
amendment don't really want to discuss certain issues. I wi l l
point out again, as others have, this is a course for teachers.
The teachers are not going to be instructed to teach about t he
Ku Klux Klan. T hey are going to be able to meet these problems
as they might come up in the classroom and teach them with some
sensitivity. I was criticized yesterday by one of the people
whom I know is behind this amendment, a nd she is no t a state
senator, a citizen. I was criticized by her for voting for
LB 89, the teacher's bill. I think that was insensitive on her
part because she is against the public education system. Our
teachers simply must have training and the r ight kind o f
attitudes when they go into the classroom, and when you come t o
r el i g i on , I don ' t ca r e i f y ou ar e agnostic, atheist, whatever
you are, this week in particular, I think it is ironic, perhaps,
that we are t alking about this issue in Holy Week, if we have
any feeling for our human beings, for our human relationships
with other people. They are afraid of the word "lifestyle"
because it might be different than theirs. I don't criticize
other people's lifestyle. If they do things I don't think they
should do, I hate the sin, not the person. This is what we are
talking about in the classroom, teachers simply must have the
feeling and be able to cope with these questions when c h i l d r e n
bring them to them, and little ones will bring the questions up
sometimes, too, because they hear t h e wo r d s an d t h ey don' t
understand what it is a bout . So , p l e as e , vote against this

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . S enator P i r s c h .

amendment.
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SENATOR PIRSCH: T hank you, Mr. President and members of the
body. I rise to support Senator Beck's amendment. I t h i n k i t
must be very difficult to implement LB 250 but I sincerely hope
that it would make a change in teacher training in relationships
within the classroom. Many times teachers have to deal with
what has gone on in the family and that includes a gr ea t man y
things, many things that they should not have to deal with in
the classroom, and I ha.~ a question for S enator Hall, if h e
would yield. Senator Hall, to get, to the mechanics of this, as
I understand it, the Department of Education is going t o wr i t e
what, rules and regulations'? How will this be implemented in
o ur t e a chers c o l l e g e s ?

SENATOR HALL: I t wi l l be implemented, Senator Pirsch , b y
basically integrating course work into the current curriculum.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Do they recommend the particular courses or the
part i c u l a r b o oks?

SENATOR HALL: Hopefully, so that there is no additional cost to
the colleges or the universities, they will be able to, and they
came in and supported the bill, and said that as long as we can
incorporate it into our current teaching curriculum, teachers
education curriculum, and they think that they can without any
problem. There are currently colleges that offer this type, one
in particular when my light comes on I wil l talk to a bout
specifically, that they incorporate it without any problem and
just require it as additional part of course work, or ad de d t o

SENATOR PIRSCH: So many times, of course, in teaching you learn
more than your math, you learn more than your English,w ith i n
those courses, and, in fact, in every minute of the school d ay ,
you are portraying some kind of learning activity, whether it is
desired or not, and I sincerely hope that this woulc.' help our
teachers be more sensitive and more understanding in many ways.
In the classroom, Senator Hall, do you know how this would be
judged or would a teacher have some kind of onus, i f , i nd eed ,
they were not competent in this area?

SENATOR HALL : Sen at o r Pirsch, I guess it would be like any
other course that they take, it would be part of so me c ou r se
work . I f t h ey failed, it would show up as they failed that
section of their requirement. Now i t d o e s r equ i r e that, with
the committee amendments which basically become the bill, they

t hat .
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d own t o i t ?

do require that there has t o b e p r oo f sh own that they d id
complete this course work, so that requirement would be there.

SENATOR PIRSCH: So i t wo u l d be a c ou r se or .
. .

SENATOR HALL: Pa r t o f a course .

SENATOR PIRSCH: . ..incorporated intoa cou r s e . . .

SENATOR HALL: Ri gh t , into courses they are currently offered.

SENATOR P I R SCH: . . . an d t ha t wo u l d b e simply as the rest of
their courses that they are r equi r e d t c t ake now?

SENATOR HALL: Ex ac t l y , corre c t .

SENATOR PIRSCH: So , rea l l y , t he re a l i n i t i a t o r o f t h e s e c o u rs e s
would b e t he i nd i v i du a l scho o ' s and colleges when it came r i gh t

SENATOR HALL : Cor r ec t , many of which currently already provide

SENATOR PIRSCH: Ok a y , t hank yo u v e r y m u c h . I do s u p p o r t t he .

these .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR PIRSCH: . . . Sena t o r Be c k ' s amendment because I x el t h e
othe r i s t o o b r oad but I do support the concept of the bill.
T hank y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S enato r C h amber s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
the very discussion that we have this morning i nd i ca t es I t h i nk
why the bill is necessary, period. Now w h e t h e r t h e l an gu ag e
shoul d be n ar r owed t o j u s t e t h n i c an d r ac i a l i s wh at we are
discussing this morning because there a re s o me , obv i ou s l y , who
f eel that t he ter m "pluralistic" would i nc l u d e t h i n g s , i deas
that they don't feel the teachers ought to oe taught about while
they are preparing to be teachers. But for my part, when I t a l k
to various groups of youngsters, no matter how young they are or
h ow o ld , I t a l l t h em t he p r i n c i p l e acc or d i ng t o wh i ch t h ey
should gu i d e t h e i r l i ve s i s t o l e ar n a s much a s t h ey can about
as many t h i n g s a s t hey can . Tha t wou l d i nc l ud e pe op l e ,

2751



March 23, ".9B9 LB 250

cultures, religions, philosophy, p olitics, whatever i s
pertaining to the human condition issomething that should not
be beyond our range for study, inquiry, and learn i ng . So when
we are talking about those who are going to teach young people,
the broader we can make their scope, t he d e e pe r we can mak e
their understanding, the better off we will be as a society
because those who are goi ng to teach the children wil l b e
repositories, not only of specific course work, like biology,
sociology, math, and so forth, but interrelationships among
people that they have learned from their experiences, from their
reading, from their coursework, seminars , o r wh at ev e r . We
should not fear having people teach who are very broad in t he i r
outlook on life. Anything that is an existing reality, a nyth i n g
that can become an existing reality is a matter that those who
are going to be teachers should deal with. That do es n ' t mean
one person is going to learn everything about all things about
which some knowledge exists, but we have to make them understand
that their specific background and upbringing is n ot al l t ha t
there is t o t he world. Thei r p o i n t o f v i ew m a y b e v a l i d f o r
them but it may not be valid for everybody, and u n t i l we can
breakdown some of the stereotypes that the people who a re g o i n g
t o be t e a c h er s w o u l d hold themselves, we cannot exp e c t t h e
teachers to become those who will breakdown s tereo t y pes b e c ause
they may not be aware that their thinking is stereotypical. If
you have lived in on e mi lieu all of. your life, it is almost
impossible not to see that point of view as th e vi ew that
everybody in the world would hold,and when somebody d i s a g r e e s
with that or challenges it, then it is taken a s a p e r so n a l
attack, not a discussion of ideas that may differ but a personal
attack because it has become so ingrained in your own way of
being that to attack it is to attack you and discussions that
are not personal in any way become personal because of the way
they are perceived. So if the word "pluralistic" is d is t u r b i n g
to people, that alone should not be enough to make us discard
the word. I think the educational experience should b e
disturbing. It 's purpose is to bring new ideas. It is to make
us think and stretch the most unused but most powerful organ in
our body and that is the brain. The human mind, the brain is
capable of things that no computer, r egard l es s o f how
sophisticated, can do. We should be doing all that we can when
we talk about these kind of matters to encourage the total
utilization of the mind,or utilizatxon of as much of it as we
can encourage people t o g o f or . I am going to h ave to vote
a gains t Sen a t o r Beck's amendment. I can understand what the
Urban League is interested in and concerned about. I under s t a n d
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everybody' s position today.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And maybe the breadth of my understanding is
an argument in favor of us leaving the bill the way it is. We
can differ very, very heatedly on this floor, but when the issue
over w h ic h w e have disagreed has been laid to rest, then that
disagreeableness has to dissipate too. If there can be b etter
understanding on the part of those who teach, there will be less
likelihood that things will be injected into their classroom,
when they become teachers, that can be divisive, that will be
considered an official orthodoxy, and in short, the very things
that those who advocate Senator Beck's amendment, t he v e ry
things they fear are the things that are likely to happen in a
classroom if we don't have proper training of teachers. And I
t hink th e wording of t h e b i l l wi l l a l l ow t h a t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. I would like to take a moment to
introduce some special guests of Senator Wehrbein. Under t he
south b a l c ony , we have J i m Be ai r d and his son, Doug, f r om
Monmouth, Oregon, and Emma Beaird from Scottsbluff, Nebraska.
Would you folks please wave and ber ecognized . Tha n k y o u . We
are glad to have you with us. Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Yes, Mr. Pr e s i d ent, I wou l d l i k e t o g i ve t wo
minutes of my .ime to Senator Hall and the next two minutes of
my time to ( mike o f f ) .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Ha l l .

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Mr. President. T hank y o u , Sena t o r
Abboud, I appreciate that. I guess the best argument for me is
that, on this amendment, is that what Senator Beck does is limit
what we are trying to do in LB 250, and I think that there are a
number of things that fall under the term "plural i s t i c " , t hat i f
you adopt her amendment and cha;ge i t t o "racial a nd e t h n i c
groups", you keep those people from being affected, I .guess, and
I go to the...Hastings College has a program in their teachers
college that is an outstanding program i n t h is ar e a . As a
matter of f act, there was a three-part series on it by one of
the television stations just a couple of months ago that showed
h ow t h es e t e ac h i n g students a r e t ak en to St. Louis, East
St. Louis, and they are injected into t hat ar e a , whi c h i s a
minority area, i t i s a p oor a r ea , and they spend a week down
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there with these individuals learning about the different
problems that they face. And the professor of this class says
that it is the absolutely best experience that t hese yo u n g
people who are going to be teachers face. The young peopl e
testify to that effect, because many of them have no experience
with these types of backgrounds. Some of the things that you
w ould be ex c l u d i n g b y adopting Se n a t o r Beck ' s amendment a re
issues that deal with poor people. Poor people run the gambit,
they are not either racially or ethnically divided. They f a l l
in every category. Sick individuals fall in e very c a t e g o ry , a n d
they are subject to misunderstanding, abuse, and all kinds of
problem"s because of misinformation. Handicapped p eop l e ,
handicapped people would be excluded under this with regard to
the Beck amendment when you limit it to racial and ethnic, and
that is not the intent here. The i n t en t o f t he b i l l i s t o g i ve
these young people, who are going to be teaching children,

. . .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tw o m i n u t e s h av e b e en reached.

SENATOR HALL: ...the tools that they n eed t o p r o v i d e t h ose
children with a good understanding of the problems that we al l
are going to face in some form or fashion down t h e ro ad . I
would urge the body to reject Senator Beck's amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sena tor Abboud, you have the balance of the
time. Senator Beck, I am sorry.

SENATOR BECK: T h a n k y o u , N r . C hai r ma n , a nd t h an k yo u , Se n . ~ t o r
Abboud. I just want to enter something in the r ecord t o m a k e
certain that this is in there. First of all, I co mmend the
Education Committee and I commend Senator Hall for developing
legislation that would deal with a very severe problem o f ou r
time, a nd that is discrimination, ra cial and e t hn i c
discrimination. T his bill,this bill does no t affect what
teachers would be taught, and I don't want the xmpression l ef t
with the members of the body that I w«nt to narrow what teachers
learn. What I want to narrow i s l i ne 2 5 on p age 2 , "which
results in favorable experiences to students." I t h i n k t h i s
bill opens up religious and political areas and, pe r h aps , soc i a l
lifestyle areas outside of ethnic and racial, that to bring them
into the classroom as a favorable experience is going to put the
teacher at odds with some of the students. Believe me, I am f o r
teachers taking as many courses and knowing as much as possible.
I wouldn't have been a teacher if I d idn ' t believe that. I
wouldn't have a masters degree if I didn't believe that. That
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is not the case here, that is not the intent. The l i ne t h at
probably m a ke s t he w hole de f i n i t i on a p r ob l e m i s l i ne 2 5 o n
p age 2, how do y o u do som e t h i n g in the classroom to make
children who come from diametrically opposed backgrounds to have
a f a v o r a b l e exp e r i e n c e . I just don't think it is possible.
That is why I wanted to narrow it. I think that we do need i t .
I certainly despise racial prej udice and ethnic prejudice
anywhere, a nd I am concerned abo u t b r i n g i ng i t i n t o a
learning...this whole idea, that pluralistic.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR BECK: ...does bring it into a favorable experience.
Now I think that people who feel called or led to b e t ea c h e r s ,
one of the first lessons that they need to learn, o f cou r se , i s
compassion. This bill does not deal with the handicapped. I am
not anti-handicapped. I have a f e e l i n g a s i f my simple desire
t o f oc us t hi s b i l l , a s I have been led to believe that they
wanted it focused, has made me an anti-something, and t ha t i s
n ot t he c ase he r e at a l l . I am n ot . . we n e e d t o h av e
compassion. This bill does not deal with that, and I w ou ld l i ke
to remind the body that most teachers have t o t ak e ab ou t
27 hours o f educ at i on courses and we deal with many of these
same types of things in those courses, and compassion for those
who ar e le ss adv an t a ged and for those who have deficiencies,
mental or physical, is taught to teachers. At least, I received

SPEAKER BARRETT: T i m e has ex p i r ed .

SPEAKER BECK: ...and I would assume that the t eachers co l l eg e
is still doing the same job as they have done before. I t h i n k
the need for eliminating racial prejudice and ethnic prejudice
in our schools is paramount, a nd I wa n t t o b e o n re c o r d a s
having emphasized that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: I would c a l l t h e q u e s t i o n.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Do I se e f i v e
hands? I do. Those in favor of ceasing debate please vote aye,
opposed nay . Pl ea s e r e c o rd , Mr . C le r k .

C LERK: 2 5 a y es , 0 n a y s t o c e ase d eba t e .

i t . . .
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the amendment.

R ecord, p l e a se .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases . Se n a to r Beck , would you c a re
to close on your amendment?

SENATOR BECK: Again, I just appeal to the body to limit the
language, the fact that there has been so much misunderstanding
about it tells me that the language should be eliminated and
changed. I think that if someone wants to.. . i s c o n ce rned about
religious prejudice and so forth and so on, then they ought t o
define that and bring in a bill that we cover that. I don ' t
know how we wi l l h an d l e i t i n ou r p ub l i c s chools b ec a u se that
is, again, I w o uld say getting into the murky water of church
and state delineation, and I would want to stay away from t hat .
My intent here wa s a friendly amendment to narrow the bill' s
scope a bit so that there would not be any problem later on i n
the classroom, and th a t is all, and I would hope that the
members of the body would look at it in that way and v o t e f o r

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . You h a v e he a rd t h e c l o si n g , and
the question is the adoption of the Beck amendment to LB 250.
All in favor vote aye, opp o sed n a y. Hav e yo u a l l v ot ed ?

C LERK: 6 ay es , 20 n a y s , Mr. P r e s i d e n t , o n adoption of the
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The mot ion f a i l s .

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , Senator Schimek would move to amend the
bill. The amendment is on page 1270 of the Journal.

SPEAKER BARRETT: B efore r ec o g n i z i n g S enator Sch i m e k , I am
pleased to announce that Senator Crosby has some guests in our
north balcony. We have 75 sixth grade students from M orley
Elementary in Lincoln with their teacher. Would you peop l e
p lease s t and and be r e c ogn i zed . T hank you f o r com in g . Thank
you for visiting with us this morning. Senator Schimek, please.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and members of the body, my
amendment is a rather simple amendment and it would on l i n e 4 ,
or on p age 4 , l i n e 2 0 , afte r t h e wo r d " bo a r d " , would simply
insert that the board may issue a temporary certificate t o a ny
teacher or administrator who is first employed in a Nebraska
school after July 1st and who meets all other requirements but
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has not had an opportunity to take the examinations. The
temporary certificate shall be valid only for the ensuing school
year and may not b e r e n ewed. The reason for the introduction of
t hi s i s b ecau se the Educ ation Committee somewhat
indiscriminately and unceremoniously killed a bill that dealt
with t h i s i ssu e , an d I wanted to at least bring this part of
that bill to your attention because, a s i t i s r i gh t n ow , anybody
coming into the state and wanting a ce rtificate, wantin g t o
teach for a school year, if they,after August, come in, it is
impossible for them to take the t est in ord er to g et
cert i f i cat i o n. And if you will notice on the sheet that I
passed out regarding that calendar, these are the dates when the
tests are given, when you can apply to take the test, and wh en
the official score reports come back, and you will see that you
have to register at least a month before the test is taken, and
the scores are not available until nine weeks after the test is
taken. So if you applied on August 25th, for instance, you were
h ired on Aug u s t 25 t h , y ou c ouldn ' t r ece i ve y ou r regular
certificate until December because of the time lag between the
time that you apply, the time that you take the t est , and t h e
time that the score reports come back, and then the time it
takes the Department of Education to a ctually process these
p apers , a l so . So al l this amendment is asking is that this
certification process, that there is a per i o d a l l owed i n w hi c h a
temporary certificate might be allowed, and this particularly
affects I suppose school districts like Bellevue and others who
have a lot of school teachers coming in towards the end of t h e
year. That is all I really have to say. I wou l d b e h a p p y t o
try to answer any questions.

SENATOR LABEDZ PRESIDING

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Withem, would you like to speak to the

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Nadam President, I would, just to clarify
the procedures here in terms of the bill that Senator Schimek
brought to the E ducation Committee versus this particular
amendment. Senator Schimek did bring us a bill that dealt with
various aspect of teaching certificates, this, a portion of it.
Some cf those other provisions the committee had problems with ,
l ike, I think it was teaching without a felony, o r g i v i n g
fraud...teaching without a certificate was going t o be a
Class I I - W f e l ony , I t h i n k , wi t h a mi n i mu m o f 50 yea r s
imprisonment and a maximum of 51 years i mprisonment , I t h i nk ,

amendment to LB 2507
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i t .

amendment?

was the terminology. There were a number of other things in the
bill the comm ittee thought mi ght have been a little
controversia l a n d needed extra w o r k. Rat her , and what we
p robably s h o ul d ha v e done was amend those other things out of
the bill and advance this portion. We didn't do t hat. We
indefinitely postponed t he bi l l t hi n k i n g t h a t w e ought t o d e a l
with this certificate process next year. I n doing so , we di d
kill a portion of the bill that probably does need to pass in
this session, this dealing with this teacher test, the timing of
it versus when the results are back probably does need t o p a s s
this se s s i on . For that r easo n , I am supporting Senator
Schimek's amendment here and would urge the body to also support

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Hall, would you l i k e t o speak t o t he

SENATOR HALL: T hank y ou , Ma d a m Chair, and members of the
committee, I just would say that I support Senator Schimek's
effort, because as Senator Withem stated, it is a portion of the
balll that is noncontroversial and does need our attention this
year, and I have no objection to it being added to LB 250.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Senator Schimek, would you y i e l d t o a
few questions on concerning your handout'? Senator Schimek, I am
j ust k i nd of cur i ou s , the PPST or the test, itself, that was
taken, that is not. ..that test was organized and c r e a t e d and
tested, if you wish, or graded by a n other entity, is that
correct ?

SENATOR SCHINEK:
New Jersey.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Okay, and the amount of time it takes
is, in essence, say three months before a teacher can t ake t het est and be f ore they can get f inal officials and the
certificate, they are saying a minimum of three months, is that
a reasonable time period to you? That we take a test, it takes
three days to go in the mail, they have their, w hatever , wee k ,
two weeks to go through it,computerize tested, they send it
b ack, t a kes t h r e e d a y s , so, i n es se n ce, ar e we s a y i n g t he
Department of Education takes two months or more in order to
proce. s something that m a y b e v er y important to a sc hool

That i s cor r ec t . T he t e st c om e s from
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more than anything.

district?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I don't believe, Senator Bernard-Stevens, that
it takes the Department of Education that long. I t h i n k i t i s
the testing institution in New Jersey that takes that long, and
I m i g h t a l so cl ar i f y a little bit for you that it depends on
what part of the state you live in as to when you can get these
different tests because Chadron gives the test, Creighton gives
the test, Kearney State College gives the test, UN-L, a nd so on .
There is a whole list of institutions t hat ac t ua l l y g i ve the
test, and they all do the testing at different times. So you
would also have to, perhaps if you were at the end of the school
year, or at the beginning of the school year and trying t o ge t
c er t i f i ed and yo u l i ved o ut i n Sco t t sb l u f f , i t i s p o ssi b l e you
might have to come down to Lincoln in that period of time, too,
and take the test. It is sort of just an administrative problem

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Also, Senator Schimek, you introduced
this on behalf of the Department of Education, is that correct?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: That is correct.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Did they indicate t o y ou how man y
teachers actually this would affect if we would not pass this

SENATOR SCHIMEK: No, and I doubt that there would be any way to
predict that because we don't know how many new t eachers wo u l d
be in any given school district at this particular time, nor do
we know how many of those new teachers would be coming from out
of state. I do n't know if they have that kind of data at this
p oin t .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: So, Senato r S c h i mek , I am just trying
to play with the numbers here a litt'e bit. If a per s o n , a n d o n
your handout it says a person hired August 25th, they have their
contract cancelled after 60 days and it takes 90 days for them
to get the test back, that school district apparently then is
i ncapable o f h i r i n g a substitute for a few weeks in order for
waiting for the teacher to be certified'? I mean if a school
district really wants an instructor who fits in this very narrow
category, they have no options available or no other teachers to
b e h i r e d, n o sub s t i t u t e s t h a t t he y cou l d h i r e t o f i l l i n wh i l e
they wait for that one teacher that they want, is that not

amendment?
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possi b l e ?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Well, Senator, o f c o u r s e , i t wou l d b e p c s s i b l e
to hire a substitute, but you are talking about a half a school
year here, between the time that you can take the test and get
the results back, this time frame. In actuality, you probably
wouldn ' t need ev en more than a half of year t empora r y
certificate, but just to make sure that there is a pr o pe r am o u n t
of. time and that there aren't any snags in it, we put the entire
scnool year into the bill, but you could probably cut it off
after the first emester and allow a semester's t im e i n wh i c h
t hi s t e s t i ng c ou l d be done a nd the cert ificate c oul d b e
obtained. But, yes, it would be possib'e to hire a substitute,
but y ou ' d p r obab l y have to do it for the first semester. I
don't know if that is r ea l l y a go od s i t u at i on .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank y o u , Sena t or Schimek . J u s t
o n. . .

SENATOR LABEDZ: One minute, S enato r .

SENATOR B E RNARD-STEVENS: I am not going to raise a que s t i o n of
germaneness at this time because I think it i s something tha t
p robabl y shou l d be l ooked at as f ar as the amendment is
c oncer n ed . Sen at o r Sc h i m e k , I guess I had one o ther question,
i f I h av e any t ame remaining, and that x s, a r e t h e r e an y
criminal penalties or any penalties in th's p articular s ect i on
as was in the original bill that the Educaticn Committee killed?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: No, Sena t o r .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank y o u .

SENATOR L A BEDZ: S enator S c h i m e k , there are no further lights
on, wo u l d y o u l i ke t o close? Sena tor Schimek waive s c l o s i ng .
All those xn favor of the amendment to LB 250 vote a ye, o p p o s e d
n ay . Hav e y ou al l vo t ed ? Record , M r . Cl er k .

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, Madam President, on adoption of Senator
Schimek's amendment.

SENATOR LABEDZ: The amendment xs adopted.

CLERK: I have nothing further o n th e b i l l , Mad a m P r es i d en t .
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cn the advancement? Senator Hartrett.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Al l those in favor of the advancement of
LB 250...I am sorry. Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, I am sorry, Just wanted to put something
into t h e re c o r d h e r e , and I think Senator Hartnett does also.
Senator Cha m bers had some concerns about the bill on General
File and I understood where those concerns were, t hat i s t h i s
just going to be a bill that the Legislature passes something
saying they want, something good to happen but there i s n ot h i n g
in i t t o ma k e i t hap p e n '? There has been kind of a dialogue here
between...a deli"ate balance between adding new courses and new
tests on teachers for this, trying to blend it into the existing
curriculum, and the fear is, if we blend it into the ex isting
curriculum, will there be anything left? It is my intent, as
Chair of the E ducation Committee, to in troduce a st ud y
resolution to, immediately following, prior t o t h e
i mplementat i o n o f t h e b i l l , even, to study what is being done in
our t e a c hers c o l l e g e s , and, basically, to put them on notice
that we expect them to take note of this statute and to actually
put some things into their curriculum that carry out the intent
of this, not necessarily new c o u r s e s , new requirements, but
t h ing s i n ex i st i ng cu r r i cu l u m s . I think Senator Hartnett has
some remarks about his experiences in teachers colleges on some
of the things that are being done today.

SEHATOR LABEDZ: Senator Bernard-Stevens, do you wish to speak

SENATOR HARTNETT: Nadam President, I think, a nd members, ma y b e
ask Senator Hall a question, this does not require a new course,

SENATOR HALL: That is correct, Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yeah, I guess that because I deal in this
area, my, I call it my real job, but I t h i n k we d o i t , t he
institution that employs me the other part of the year tried to
prcvide some experiences for students in this area of human
r el a t i o n s by visiting schools and e x p e r i e n ce s out i n t he
schools, so I guess I do net want to have to add more l a y e rs o f
things that we do. I think we probably do a pretty good job and
many o f ou r pe op l e like to be employed by the Omaha Public
Schools in the Omaha area afterwards, even t h ough t h e y may come
from different places across t h e co u n t r y . So my concern was
that we are going to add another c o u r se , a n d s o f or t h , s o t h an k

i s t h a t . . . '?
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You.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Sen at o r Hall, there are no further lights.
Would you like to advance LB 250 to E & R?

SENATOR HALL: Madam President, I woul d j ust mov e t o advance
L B 250 t o E & R f o r eng r o ss i ng .

SENATOR LABEDZ : You heard the motion. All those in favor of
advancing LB 25 0 t o E & R v ot e aye. Opp o se d n a y . The b i l l i s
advanced . Mr . Cl r k .

CLERK: Madam Pre sident, on LB 250A, I have no amendments to
t he b i l l .

SENATOR LABEDZ: S enator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Madam President, I would move that LB 250A be
advanced t o E & R fo r en gr o ss i n g .

SENATOR LABEDZ: You have heard the motion. Al l t h o se i n f av o r
say aye . Opp o s ed . LB 250A i s ad v a n c ed . Mr. Cl er k , LB 3 40 .

CLERK: Madam President, may I read some items for the r ecord ?

SENATOR LABEDZ: Ye s , s i r .

CLERK: Senator Hall would like to print amendments t o LB 4 10 ;
and I ha v e an Attorney General's Opinion addresse d o Sen a t o r
Wesely r e g a r d i n g LB 157 . ( See pages 1 3 1 8 - 2 0 o f t he Legislative
Journa l . )

Madam President, Senators B ernar d - S t e v en s and Ch a mbe r s w uld
l.ike to add their name to LB 250 as c o- i n t r o d u c e r s. That is all

Review amendments.

t ha t I h av e .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Th a n k y ou . Mr. Cl e r k .

CLERK: Madam President, the next bi l l on Sele ct Fil e f or
consideration is LB 340. The first item are Enrollment and

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Sen a t o r Ch a mber s , Senator L i nd s a y i s o f f t h e
f l o o r , wou l d you like to move for the adoption of the
amendments?
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

S PEAKER BARRETT: We l come to the 54th day in the life of the
First Session of the Ninety-first Legislature. Our op en i ng
p rayer this morning by ou r chaplain, Pastor Allen Vomhaf of
St. Johns Lutheran Church in Omaha, Senator Lynch's district.
Pastor Vomhaf, please.

PASTOR VONHAF: ( Prayer of f e r ed . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Pastor Vomhaf. Hope you can come
back again . Ro l l ca l l .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Nr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Any corrections to the Journal?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: R e p o r t s , announcements or messages.

LERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment a nd R e v i e w
respectfully reports they have carefully examined and engrossed
LB 46 and find the same correctl y eng r o ssed, L B 49, LB 4 9A ,
LB 132 , I B 14 5 , LB 23 1A , LB 237 , LB 250 , LB 2 50A , LB 281,
LB 378A, LB 3 7 9, LB 388 , L B 408A, LB 4 12 A , LB 418 , LB 4 49 ,
LB 449A a n d LB 506 , all reported correctly engrossed. (See
page 1364 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, the last item I have is a report from t he Job
Training Director for the City of Omaha. That wi l l be o n f i l e
in my office. That's all that I have, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u , s i r . Before pr o c e eding into
General File, senator priority bills, an announcement of general
i nterest to th e bo d y (gavel) for your advanced planning. On
Thursday of this week, day after tomorrow, we wil l b e o n c o n sent
calendar, consent calendar beginning Thursday m orning, r un n i n g
t hrough t he noon hour, w ork i n g t hr ou g h t he n oo n ho u r a n d
hopefully ad;ourning again at the midafternoon point. I t ' s my
hope that we can d ispose in one way or another of all of the
bills that will be listed on consent c alendar on Thur s d a y .
Those bills that will be a part of consent calendar will be
available to you this afternoon at the same time the agendas for
tomorrow are available. So you wil l b e ab l e t o have a l i t t l e
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attitude because they could get the jobs. T hey would be t r e a t e d
fairly in school. They wouldn't go to the largest school system
in the state where a national association investigated that
school's practices and found out that there is r ac i a l
discrimination practiced when they expel students, when they
penalize them in ev ery manner that by w h i c h t he schoo l
p enalizes, and th e y wa n t t o say, well, that's just a
coincidence. No, my children have to be made aware of t hese
things. I don 't see, other than the effort in LB 250,strong
concentrated efforts to make the education system responsive to
the needs of the children who were there. Wh ile we were
discussing giving teachers a salary increase, I didn't bring up
any of these points because it is difficult for me to discuss
them in a way that is low-key and l aid ba c k bec a use so man y
children are hurt by them. When you are a member, as I am , o f a
group that is psychologically, politically, economically, every
manner you can think of, educationally, at risk, then these
matters that are not of great moment to others who are not so
s i t > -ted are very serious to us and we have an obligation to our
chixdren. Maybe ws can't dress them like everybody e lse . We
can't give them the quality or even quantity of food that others
have. So our wh ole approach to this society is going to be
different, and when we put into the statute that people outside
the home can make a determination based on this psychological
profile, they make that determination. It is based on their
s tandards , t he i r back g r o und , their mores, their position and
then they impose that kind of judgment on those of us who are on
the bottom rung of the ladder of society. And when we re a c t i n
a hostile way as any people backed into a corner will react,
that is taken as additional evidence of our unsuitability to
rear our children, because when those who are trying to help us
come to us and are going to explain to us and educate us in the
ways of rearing children,we don' t a c c ep t i t l i ke l i t t l e b i r d s
with our mouths wide open to receive anyth i n g . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...that the feeder is going to put i nt o i t .
And our frustration grows and it grows and our children pick it
up. So this kind of language in a h omogeneous s o c i e t y might
work an d not pose pr obl em s, but I see some very serious
ramifications because of what already is existing i n t h i s
societ y wi t h o u t t h i s k i nd o f l ang ! ! age . So when new words a r e
added to the statute, they have to be taken to have some meaning
and they are giving broader authority to these people t o t ake
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nay. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read re c o r d vo t e a s f ou nd on p ag e 250 5 of t h e
Legis l a t i v e Jou r n al . ) 4 1 ayes , 7 nay s , 1 e xcus e d and no t
voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 247 A passes with the emergency clause attached.
L B 2 5 0 p l e a s e .

CLEPK: (Read L B 2 50 o n F i n a l Re ad i n g . )

PRESIDENT: Hav i ng c o m p l i e d wi t h a l l pr ov i s i o ns o f l aw r el a t i v e
to procedure, the question is, shall I.B 250 pass? All those in
favor v ot e ay e , oppo s ed n a y . Have y ou a l l vo t ed ? Record ,
Mr. C l e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: ( Read r ec o r d vo t e a s f oun d on p a g e 25 06 o f t h e
Legis l a t i v e Jou r n a l . ) 38 ayes , 9 n ay s , 1 p r esen t and no t
voting, 1 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 250 pa sse s . L B 2 5 0 A .

CLERK: ( Read LB 2 50A on F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

PRESIDENT: ...relative to pr ocedure,the question is, shall
LB 250A pass? All those in favor vote ay e , o pp o sed n a y . Have
you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read rec o r d vo t e a s f ou nd on p a g e 2 507 o f t h e
Legis l a t i v e Jo u r n a l . ) 39 aye s , 5 n ay s , 4 p r esen t an d no t
voting, 1 excused and not voting, Mr. P re s i de n t .

PRFSIDENT: LB 2 50 A p as se s . LB 261 with the emergency clause

CLERK: (Read LB 2 61E on F i n a l Re ad i n g . )

PRESIDENT: Hav i ng com p l i e d wi t h a ll the pr ovisions o f law
relative to procedure, the question is, shall LB 261 will pass
with the emergency clause attached? That is 261A w i t h t h e
emergency clause attached. Excuse me , ri ght, 261 with the
emergency clause attached. All those in favor vote aye, o p p o sed
n ay. Ha v e y o u a l l v o t ed ' ? Record, Mr . Cl e r k , p l e ase .

CLERK: ( Read re c or d v o e as i t app ea r s o n p age s 2507-2508 i n

a t t a c h e d .
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emergency clause attached.

CLERK: ( Read LB 312A on F i n a l R e a d i n g . )

PRESIDENT: Hav i n g cn m p l i e d w i t h a l i p r ov i s i on s of law relative
to procedure, the question is, shall LB 312A pass with the
emergency clause attached? All those in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Have you all voted'? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read record vo te a s it appears on page 2516 of the
Legislative Journal.) 43 a yes, 0 nays , 4 p r e se n t an d n o t
voting, 2 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 312A passes with the emergency clause a tt a c h ed .
May I introduce some guests in the north balcony, Senator Schmit
has 30 third and fourth grade students from D w ight and t he i r
teachers. They are fr om the East Butler Elementary School.
Wil l y ou f o l k s p l ea se s t a n d a n d be r ecogni z ed . Th ank y ou for
visiting us today. Anything for the record , M r . Cl er k ' ?

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , I do. I have an Attorney General' s
O pinion . ( Re: L B 356 , f ound on p ag e s 25 16 - 25 2 0 o f t he
Legis l a t i v e Jou r n a l . )

I also h ave a n explanation of vote, Mr. President, by Senator
Warner . ( Re: LB 8 4 , f oun d o n p a g e 2520 of t h e Leg i s l at i ve
Journal.) That is all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Wh i l e t he Leg i s l at u r e
transacting business, I propose to
LB 247 , LR 247 A , L B 250 , LB 250A,
LB 277A, L B 28 0, LB 28 3 , LB 303 , LB
Are you r e a d y t o go on ?

CLERK: Yes, I am, Mr. Pres>dent.

PRESIDENT: We will go on to the General Pile, LB ?72A.

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , 272A is a bill introduced by Senator
Landis, it's a bill for an act to appropriate funds to implement

is in session and capable of
s ign and d o s i gn , LB 9 5 ,

LB 261 , L B 26 1 A, LB 27 7 ,
303A, LB 3 12 and LB 3' 2 A.

the provisions of LB 272.

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: Tha n k yo u , Mr . Speaker. LB 272 is the Mortgage
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SENATOR LANGFORD: M r. Pr esident and colleagues, I move we
recess for lunch until one-thirty.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Anything to read in, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, Enrollment and Review r epor t s L B 27 2 A t o
Select File. Bil s read on Final Reading have been presented to
the Governor, Mr. P resident. That 's al l t ha t I h ave . (Re:
LB 95 , LB 24 7 , LB 247 A, LB 2 50 , LB 250A , LB 261 , LB 261A ,
LB 277 , LB 277 A , LB 280 , L B 283 , LB 30 3 , I B 303 A , LB 3 12 a n d
LB 312A. See page 2522 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y ou . You' ve heard the motion to recess
until one-thirty. All in favor say aye. Opposed no . Aye s h av e
i t , ca r r i ed , we a r e r ece s s e d .

RECESS

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

CLERK: Mr. President, I have a quorum p r e s e n c .

PRESIDENT: Thank y o u. Wh i l e t h e Leg i s l at u r e i s i n s essio n a n d
capable of transacting business, I propose to sign and do si gn
LR 216. I would li k e to introduce some guests in the north
balcony i f I mi gh t . We h ave Car l an d I on a Taylo r of L i n co l n ,
and Mrs. Taylor is a cousin of my wife. Would you folks please
s tand s o w e c a n w e lc o me y o u . Treat them kindly and don't t e l l
u s about t hem a nd don ' t tell them about us. Tha nk you for
visiting us today, Mr. and Mrs. Taylor. Mr. C l e r k , b ef o r e
l unch, w e w er e w h e r e ?

CLERK: Well, Mr. President, we were,well , l e t me . . . m a y I r e ad
one item for the record, Mr. President, before I.

. .

PRESIDENT: Ye s, p l e ase .

CLERK: Se n a to r , I h av e a new resolution, Mr. President, LR 219
o f f e r e d by Sen at or Abb oud . (Read brief explanation. See
pages 2523-24 of the Legislative Journal.) That w i l ' be l ai d
over .
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Mr. President, a series of veto messages. (Read. R e: LB 44 ,
L B 44A, LB 162 , L B 1 6 2A, L B 49 , L B 4 9A , L B 2 77 , L B 2 7 7A, L B 2 5 0 ,
L B 250A, LB 247 , L B 2 4 7A. ) The last message, Mr. President.
( Read. Re : L B 30 1 , LB 3 0 8 , L B 8 13 , L B 8 1 4 . See pages 2723-29
of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, that completes the items that I have.

PRESIDENT: While the Legislature is in session and c apable o f
transacting business, I propose t o si g n a n d d o s i g n L R 1 1 5 ,
L R 213, LR 214 , L R 2 15 , L R 2 17 , L R 2 18 , L R 2 20 , L R 2 2 1 . We wil l
move on to number five, resolutions, Mr. Clerk, LR 2 23, p l e a s e .

C LERK: L R 2 2 3 was i n t r o d uced by t h e Appropriations Committee.
It is found on page 2680 of the Journal. It asks t he
Legislature that pursuant to the provisions o f S e c ti o n 8 5 - 4 0 4
and LR 69 adopted by the Ninetieth Legislature to call for the
issuance of bond anticipation notes and/or revenue bonds in the
amount not to exceed $4,925,000.

PRESIDENT: Senator Moore, please.

SENATOR MOORE: Ye s, Mr. President, a nd members, I kn o w we are
all busy, a beehive of activity this morning, but this first
thing out of the shoot is of some significance. You may or may
not want to listen. What this is is the approval for t he bon d
financing of Phase III of the rec center construction. Those o f
you that were around in 1987 will remember at that point in time
when we ap proved the i ndoor practice facility, that was the
first of three phases of activity in the total hyperfitness
area, whatever it was called, I forget. And Phase I and
Phase I I h a v e al r ea dy b e e n . . .Phase I an d Phase I I h ave a l r ea d y
been either built or in the process of being built and paid for,
and the university is coming down...coming back with LR 223, and
if you remember back, LR 69 t wo yea r s ago , i t b asica l l y
said . . . we ba s i c a l l y sai d w e ap p rove Phase I and Ph a s e I I and
Phase III; if on the chance that when you go to Phase III,and
Phase I I I i s r ebu i l d i n g o f t h e co l i se u m, which I w o u l d l i k e t o
explain a little bit, i f we g et t o Ph ase I I I , i t i s t h e
university's choice to use bond fin-ncing, and they must come
back to the Legislature for our approval. That is, indeed, what
has occurred. That is what LR 223 is talking about. I t g r a n t s
the authority for the university to bond up to $4.9 million for
the UN-L recreation/athletic facility. Now as you r e member, t he
indoor practice facility, you all remember, Phase II of that
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four of those. I' ll speak on LB 247A and explain why I am
withdrawing it. This is the bill that appropriated $250,000 for
our study of higher education. The Governor , i n h e r message,
indicated that she felt that the study aspect of LB 247 was the
strongest aspect of it. Expressed. some concerns about signing
the portion just bringing Kearney in prior to the study, but
indicated the study was the most important aspect of it. Yet,
she ve t oed $ 1 00 , 000 o u t . The rationale, as I understand it, was
that we might have had a great deal of dollars or a great deal
of data already collected on higher education; it may not take
the full $150,000. I tend to disagree, but because of the fact
that the study is broken up into two phases over two years, the
$150,000 figure is certainly enough to get us through the phase
one level and we have the opportunity to come back the next year
and t h e r e p rob a b l y i s no point in appropriating more dollars
than we actually need. And so, although my guess...my mind tells
me we might need to override this, my heart's really not in the
override at this point s o I ' m g o i n g t o w i t hd r a w t h i s m o t io n .
I'm also going to use this opportunity to speak on t h e ot he r
bill that I w as going...that I'm going to withdraw the motion
on. LB 277 a n d L B 2 77A were bills that were advanced f rom
General File through Select File early, early in the session and
they sat on F inal Reading because of the A bill. I t ' s a b i l l
designed to allow Civil Service annuitants the option of having
their income, state income tax, deducted from their pension
checks. Nany other federal retirees have this option . Th o se
who worked under the office of Personnel Nanagement do not. I
wish I would have known that there were some concerns about this
bill earlier because I had some ideas of how we could do things
differently. I didn 't hear about those and I guess that' s
really nobody's fault. T he bi l l d i dn ' t co m e t o the G o v e r n or ' s
attention until the last couple of days. Have been g i ve n s ome
assurances that we can at least visit about what those concerns
are and se e i f t he r e ' s some things we can do to help these
' 0 ,000 o r s o N e b r a skans ou t t h e re so tha t t h ey c an h ave thei r
Social Security...their state income tax withheld. So I w i l l be
withdrawing that motion with the understanding that we' ll be
working on this issue over the summer. LB 250A i s a $5 , 000
A bill associated with LB 250 and I will not be running my
motion on that. However, the next motion I will be r unning i s
on LB 250 and I will be very serious about running that motion
because, as Senator Schimek will tell you in a few minutes, that
is a b i l l t h at re al l y d oe s n e e d t o b e pa s s ed t h i s ses s i o n . So,
with that, I withdraw my motion on LB 247A.
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S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . It is withdrawn.

CLERK: Sen ator, if I understand you correctly then, you will
take up your motion on LB 250?

S ENATOR WITHEN: Ye s , N r . S p e aker , members, L B 25 0 i s a b i l l
that the Governor vetoed, and if you read her veto message, and
I hope I can charitably paraphrase it, it sounded as though she
was saying that she really agreed with everything that LB 250
said, she just preferred not to have it in the statute, w hich i s
a, you know, a philosophical position that I can re sp e c t . I
think it's important to have it in the statute. Probably
Senator Hall ought to be given part of the time to talk on t h i s
because i t was o ri g i na l l y h i s b i l l . H e wasn"t a r o und y e s t e r d a y
when the message came down so I filed the override motion. I t ' s
a bill dealing with competencies in the area of human r ela t i o n s
and that the teachers that teach our students ought to be
competent in the areas of human relations. That was the main
bill. The re ason I'm insistent upon carrying the override
motion, however, doesn't deal with the bill itself. I t d ea l s
with an amendment that Senator Schimek was sneaky enough to get
added t o t h e b i l l on Se l e c t Fi l e . Was a bill that came to the
Education Committee and the full bill did not get out of the
committee, but her portion of it is a bill that really does need
to pass because of the fact that we' re going to be starting this
new test for new teachers this fall and there are some quirks in
that particular statute that need to be addressed this year and
t hi s i s t h e b i l l t ha t addressed those. So I am going to
relinquish my time to Senator Schimek and I hope if she has some
time left she will relinquish her time over to Senator Hall.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schimek, please.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Nr. President and members of the body, I wi l l
be very brief. We have a requirement that teachers who are not
already certified take what's called a p r e p r o f e s s i o na l sk i l l s
test and those tests are only given at certain times of the
year. And if a school board hires a teacher in the summertime,
particularly after July 1, there is a good chance that that
teacher cannot receive certification as the statutes n ow s t a n d
because they haven't taken the test. And there i s . . . t he r e a re
several times during the year when the te ach e r can t ake the
test, but if th ey' re hired late enough in the session they
cannot take it till August or Oc tober, and p lus t here ' s a
waiting period after that then of anywhere from six weeks to
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three months to get certified. So all this amendment did was to
allow a temporary certification in those instances where that
teacher is otherwise qualified but just hasn't taken t he b a s ic
skills test, which then they would have to take within one
year's period of time. So, Senator Hall, would you like to add
anything? The rest of the time is yours.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r H a l l .

SENATOR HALL : Than k you , Nr. President, members, Senator
Withem, Senator Schimek, LB 250 ia a bill that's been around for
I think at least three years, advanced o ut o f t h e Educati on
Committee. It deals with the issue of competency. in teachers
training with regard to the understanding of human relations and
I think that it very much is an issue that should be in s tatu t e
and a ffirmed in s tatute that our institutions o f h i gh e r
educations with regard to those that train our teachers make
sure that they have a good base in this area. The Governor ' s
veto message said that they currently have that mission and that
there is...if they' re not doing it, that they should be and they
should make adjustments to begin doing it. T hat' s we l l a n d g o od
and I appreciate that, but the fact of the matter is u nless w e
p ass L B 2 5 0 , o v e rr i d e t h e v et o , there is no incentive there for
them to do that and I think that by the passage o f L B 2 50 we
clearly stated that it was our intent for that to happen. It
needs to. The issue of Senator Schimek's amendment that I voted
f or o n S e l ec t Fi l e I t h i nk i s a l so a n o t h e r k ey i s su e , ano t h e r
reason for this bill to be overridden at this time. S o I wou l d
urge the body to override the Governor's veto with regard to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Se nator Chambers, followed by
S enators Conway and Langfo r d .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the L egis l a t u r e ,
I am strongly in favor of our overriding this veto just as I
strongly favor the bill. When it originally passed, the people
in my district who were aware of it had nothing but favorable
comments to make because it was a message from the Legislature
that our children are important and, that in th e s ame way
everybody else's history is taught in schools routinely, there
has finally come a recognition that certain groups are not
routinely included in the curriculum or the training that the
t eachers r ec e i v e o r those who are going to be teachers would
receive. This statement by the Legislature indicated that that

LB 250.
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gap is going to be filled. In a very r easonable, nononerous
fashion, the Legislature is indicating that these schools that
train the teachers should give attention to this k ind o f
instruction. We had agreed that we would watch to see how well
they implement it rather than pu t spe cific cu rriculum
requirements, so I d on't think we can be any more reasonable
than that. The fact that the trainers, the teacher t rain ing
schools are not doi ng this is why the Legislature, as a
policy-making body, should undertake what we' re doing here. The
final vote was 38/4, so I hope that we can keep at least 3 0 o f
those votes. The article that I handed around to you underlines
some of the problems that exist not only in Nebraska but
throughout the country when it comes to the matters t hat w e ' r e
trying to rectify here. Due to the fact that many of those who
teach in urban areas, especially i nner c i t y a re a s, have no
contact with the children or the parents who are in those areas.
There is no cross-acculturation w here t h o s e t eac h er s know
anything about the children, the culture, or the adults in the
area where they would be teaching. As a result, they develop
the stereotypes. One is based on the notion that if a person is
of an ethnic minority or comes from a l o w-income area,
regardless of ethnic or racial background, those children cannot
achieve as can those children of other parents who are better
off, as we call it. That is fallacious, but because many of the
ones who come and teach believe that, they don't place the same
requirements on the children, they don't look for the same level
of achievement, and the children quickly realize that nothing is
expected of them so very little is given. Even in the most
educationally conducive environment, there is a t ende ncy f or
children to avoid doing as much work as they ought to do. So if
the education environment itself is one that encourages a child
to feel that he or she c annot d o any t h i n g , that nothing is
expected of that child, then the child is going to fall even
further behind. The types of tests that are administered, the
. significance attached to those tests will result in certain of
the types of children I'm discussing being tracked, a s they ca l l
it, based on the projected achievement level that those children
will have throughout school. If they once get marked, they' l l
never get out of that track. More of these children wind up in
classes for the mentally retarded, the edu c abl e mentally
retarded, the trainable mentally retarded, n ot only b ecause of a
lack of concern for those children on the part of teachers but
administrators can derive more aid from the state based on
having a l a rge nu mber of these children in these classes. A
greater number wind up being suspended and punished. National
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studies have indicated this. So if we could get this bill in
place, all that it's going to do is notify those schools that
train those who are to be teachers that they must do a be t t er
j ob . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...and be more sensitized to the needs of all
the children that they teach. This bill was not vetoed because
of money. The Governor emphasized that she is no t out of
sympathy with it. She said, in fact, her position on doing away
with racism and so forth is demonstrated by a pol i c y s h e
implemented with reference to employees. Well s he, as t he
Governor, had t o step in and implement policies because her
department heads were not. We, as the Legislature, analogize to
the Governor this is not being d one, i t shou l d be d on e , i t
should be the policy of the state and I hope that we will

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r Conway.

SENATOR CONWAY: Mr. Speaker and members, I r i s e i n supp o r t o f
Senator Withem's motion and would like to take you back. I
voted for the bill in its original form and I agree wi t h wha t
Senator Ch a mber s i s saying, but I think we also need to focus
for a second again on this amendment that Senator Sc h i me k h ad
introduced that is included in the bill. M aybe being a s e n a t o r
who represents the very northeast corner I'm very sensitive to
the multi-state environment that some of us live in. We al l do
to some extent, but I'm particularly sensitive to it with the
tri-state region that I represent that one, the Nebraska side
of. What basically without this we' ll have come July 31st is
any teacher who is recruited from another state in many cases
have not met the specific and taken the specific competency test
that was identified by the Department of Education and wil l be
in force this July 31st. With the amendment that Senator
Schimek had included, what it said is we could, if they met all
other standards for certification, they could start teaching
that year and then, during that school year, take that t e st,
pass the test for the continuation of contract. Basically, what
i t ' s go i ng to do is absolutely eliminate many, m any candid a t e s
and a lot of those jobs are filled after July 31st and on e o f
ihe questions for any applicant is going to be, have you taken
that Nebraska designated test because if you' ve not t here ' s n o
r eason to e ven appl y b ecause we can' t u s e y o u . And I think it' s

override this veto.
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going to very much cripple a l ot of the communities for
recruiting the teachers in if this little provision is not
included in the bill. So, if for no other reason, t h i s i s a
very important aspect and then, like I say, I also concur with
Senator Chambers' position. relative to other things that the
bill was doing.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator Langfo rd .

SENATOR LANGFORD: Call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called.Do I see f i v e
hands? I do. Shall debate cease7 Those in fa vo r v ot e ay e,
opposed nay. Pl ea se r e c o r d .

'

CLERKi 26 ayes, no nays, to cease debate, Nr. President.

f/l>NAKER l)ARRKTT> Debate eeaooa. DWHHtul' hllthem, wuul i l you care

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes , I would. I' ll be brief in the closing.
There are three good reasons to override this veto. N umber on e
and most importantly today, we' re not going to ask you to
override the A bill, so there's no fiscal impact on this
override. I gu ess the first one today that is merely a policy
matter and will not be a fiscal matter. Secondly , t he o r i g i na l
I B 250 wa s a v ery good p i ece o f l eg i s l a t i on t a l k i ng a b o u t
competencies in human relations and the importance for those for
teachers. Point three in the immediacy of needing to get t h i s
bill overridden is the amendment that Senator Schimek had added
to this bill dealing with temporary certificates for t hose w h o
have no t necess a r i l y been able to p ass at t h is t ime.
Not...excuse me, not being able to pass but have no t had the
opportunity t o take this particular test, so t h a t ' s t he
immediacy of it and, because of that, I'm going to give Senator
Schimek part of the remainder of my time if she promises to give
Senator Hall some time after she's finished. Do you promise to
do that, Senator Schimek'?

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r S c h imek.

SENATOR WITHEN: She promises.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Nr. President and members of the body, I just
wanted to reemphasize what S e n ato r Co nway mentioned about

to closet
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out-of-state teachers. In addition to that, I would l ik e t o
mention that new teachers would also be affected b y th i s
particular provision so if a school board was trying to hire
somebody who had just graduated, they might also run into the
same problem. And, thirdly, I'd like to mention that teachers in
parochial schools often come from out of state too, so that
might impact upon them more heavily than the public schools .
With that, I turn the rest of the time over to Senator Hall.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall waxves off. Y ou' ve h e a r d the
closing and the question is, shall the Governor's veto of LB 250
be overridden? A ll in favor vote aye,o pposed nay . Ha v e y o u
all voted'? Record, please.

CLERK: (Record v o te r e a d as f ound o n p a ges 2 768-6 9 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.) 36 ayes, 2 nays, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion prevails and the veto is overridden on

CLERK: Senator Withem, did I understand you do not want t o do
the A bill'? Senator, is that correct?

SENATOR WITHEN: Withdraw the motion on the A bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: W i th d r a wn .

CLERK: Nr . Pr es i d e n t , the next motion I have is by Senator
Bernard-Stevens. He would move that LB 44 b ecome l aw
notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r B e r n a r d - S t e v e ns .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr . S p eaker , members of the
body. I believe this might...I believe this is the last bill up
and I hope t he body can stay with it just for a little bit
longer ' cause I would u phol d i t i f I f e l t as I d i d on t he other
things that I uphold. If I had felt that there is simply. . . i t ' s
simply another bill that we could come back again, t r y aga i n ,
certainly I would do so. This is one that's been here before
and it's one that I would like to very quickly explain. I t h i n k
the body can be brought up-to-date on the bill and then w e c a n
do the body's will and be done with it. LB 44 came actually
last year, last session. It pas sed som ewhere a r ou n d 46 t o
nothing. It went to the Governor and it was vetoed and, in

LB 250.
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deemed mentally competent to stand trial and then the costs
would shift back to the counties. It is important. It is a
small county issue, there's no doubt about it. We need y ou r
help. T h ank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y ou . The question is the override of
the Governor's ve to on LB 44. All in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Voting on the motion to override. H ave you al l v o t e d ?
Record, pl e ase.

CLERK: ( Record v o t e ~ ad as f ou n d on pag e 2 7 6 9 of the
Legislative Journal.) 12 ayes, 23 nays, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion fails. Any other overrides filed with
the Clerk? The Chair adVises that certificate is b eing s i g n e d
indicating that there h as b een an over r i d e o n L B 250 and t h e
same is true for LB 49 and LB 49A. (See Certificates as found
on page 2772 of the Legislative Journal.) Nat ters for the
record, Nr . C l e r k' ?

C LERK: Nr . P re s i d e n t , a series of communications addressed t o
the Secretary of State's Office regarding the Legislature's
actions today on certain line item veto overrides, as wel l as
c ertai n ot he r 'veto o ver r i d e s . (See Communications as found on
pages 2769-2772 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. P r e s i d ent , I h ave a communication from S enator L ab e d z
appointing the membership to the LR 247 (sic)...LB 247 Committee
that was passed into law this year. (See Execut i ve Bo a rd Report
as found on page 2773 of the Legislative Journal.)

I believe, Nr. President, that's all that I have.

SPEAKER BARRETT: No other unfinished business on the desk.
Notions in preparation, Nr. Clerk, for sine die?

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Wehrbein I believe has the f i r s t

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wehrbein, please.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Nr. Speaker an d me m bers, I move that a
committee of five be appointed to advise the Governor t hat t h e
91st Legislature First Session of the Nebraska State Legislature
is about to complete its work and to return with any message the

motion .
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