January 9, 1989 LB 58, 84, 98, 102, .40, 141, 241-266
CLERK: Mr. President, new bills. (Read titles for the first
time to LBs 241-266. See pages 112-18 of the Legislative
Journal.)

Mr. President, in addition to those items, the Rules Committee
would 1like to announce that Senator Carson Rogers has been
selected as Vice-Chair of the committee.

Mr. President, Revenue Committee will be or are...is conducting
a meeting underneath the south balcony.

Mr. President, the Judiciary Committee will conduct an Executive
Session upon recess on the south side of the Chamber; Judiciary
upon recess. And Transportation will meet in the lounge upon

recess...or, Senator...I'm sorry, Senator Lamb, do you want that
this afterncon, Senator? I'm sorry, Transpertation upon
adjournment this afternoon in the Senators' Lounge;

Transportation this afternoon.

Mr. President, Government Committee has selected Senator
Bernard-Stevens as Vice-Chair.

fir. President, Senator Conway would like to add his name to
LB 140 as co-introducer; Senator Beck to LB 102 and to I.B 141;
Senators Smith and Hartnett to LB 58; Senator Hartnett to LB 98;
Senator Rod Johnson to LB 84.

Mr. President, the last note is a Reference Committee meeting at
two-thirty this afternoon in Room 2102; Reference Committee at
two-thirty in Room 2102. That's all that 1 have.

PRESIDENYT: Senator Emil Beyer, for what purpose do you rise?

SEMNATOR BEYER: Mr. Speaker, a point of personal privilege. I
hope that the senators have noticed that we have a familiar face
back in the Legislature and that's our Page Supervisor, Kitty
Kearns. We're glad to have her back and we've missed her and we
wish her good health from now on. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, would you please
listen as your Speaker speaks.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Mr. President, and members, just a

reminder to committee chairs, committee clerks, if you plan to
have a hearing next week, I believe the first day would be the
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February 3, 1989 LB 48, S2A, 116, 157, 250, 289, 325
340, 342, 344, 360, 520, 603, 732

Legislative Journal.) 26 ayes, 14 nays, Mr. President, on the
advancement of LB 116.

PRESIDENT: The bill advances. The call is raised. Mr. Clerk,
for the record.

CLERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they have carefully exramined and reviewed
L8 342 and recommend that same be placad on Select File with
E & R amendments and LB 344 Select File with E & R amendments.
Those are signed by Senator Lindsay as Chair. (See pages 593-~95
of the Legislative Journal.)

Education Commit-=ee reports LB 250 to General File with
amendments. That is signed by Senator Withem. (See page 595 of
the Legislative Journal.)

Health and Human Services reports LB 157 to General File, LB 360
General File, LB 520 General File. Those are signed by Senator
Wesely as Chair. (See page 595 of the Legislative Journal.)

Government Committee reports LB 340 to General File with
amendments attached. That is signed by Senator Baack as Chair.
(See pages 595-97 of the Legislative Jourral.)

New A bill, LB 92A by Senator Landis. (Read by title for the
first time. See payge 597 of the Legislative Journal .)

And, Mr. President, Senator Coordsen would like to add his name
to LB 603 and to L3 289; Mr. President, Senator Smith to LB 325

and Senator Byars to LB 732. (See page 597 of thas Legislative
Journal . )

In additicn to those items, Mr. President, I have a series of
amendments to be printed to LB 48 from Senator Moore. (See
peges 597-600 of the Legislative Journal.) And that is all that
I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Beck, would you like to say something to us?

SENATOR BECK: Yes, Mr. President, [ would. I move that we
adjourn until next Monday morning at nine o'clock and that 1s
February 6.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. You've heard the motion. All in favor
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world.

PRESIDENT: Thank you, Senator Nelson. Senator Barrett, woul d
you like to make a few remarks about our Statehood Day

celebration at ten-thirty or eleven, whenever it is, please. |f
we could have your attention, |adies and gentlenen, gsqyou will

know what is going to happen. (Gavel.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Mr. President and members. For
those of you who have been wondering,the agendadoes show
St at ehood Day today at eleven o' clock, the"ceremny s in the
Rotunda at el even o' clock. W do not plan to adjourn at el even
o' clock, nor do we even plan 10 recess at eleveno' clock. Eais
is sinply to identify the fact that this happens to be the 122nd
bi rthday of the great State of Nebraska and | t hink the
Legi sl ature needs to know t hat. Furthernmore, the cerenonies
which will take place in the Rotunda starting at eleven o' clock
will feature a Statehood birthday cake. The members of this
body need to know that the Legislature is this year, and has
al ways, purchased the Statehood cake for Statehood Day. apgther
qui ck announcenent, M. President, while | have the fl oor, ﬁt
e

this particular point in time, | plan to schedule LB 92 on't

agenda for eight o' clock, Friday morning, Final Reading for
1B 92, a bill in excess of 300 pages. | would hope that a vast
and large ngjority of the nenbers of this body wl € onduty

at eight o' clock Friday norning for the reading of LB 92. |t
there are noquestions, and | am sure there are none, thank you
very much.

P RESIDENT: Thank you, Speaker,and we will try to remnd the
body Thursday afternoon or Thursday noon when adjourn that
the meeting does start gt eilght o' clock this com ngFriday
instead of the usual nine o clock. Okay, we will move on to
General Fil'e, LB 250.

CLERK: M President, LB 250 was a bill introduced by Senators
Hal | and Wthem Read titl e.) The bill wasint roduced or.
January 9, referred to the Education Committee. Thebill was
advanced to General  File. I do have conmittee amendnents

pending, M. President, by the Education Conmmttee. | gis0 have
pending, do you want to handle Senator Hall's amendment now,

Senator? M. President, Senator Hall would nove 45 amend the

conmittee amendnents. (See page 923 of the Legislative
Journal.)
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PRESI DENT: Senator Wthem pl ease.

SENATOR W THEN: Am | introducing the Hall anmendnent to the
conmi ttee anendment ?

PRESIDENT: Yes, you are.
SENATOR W THEN: Okay.
PRESI DENT: Yes, and you nmy take them as you choose.

SENATOR W THEN: kay. Yeah, | probably will do a it|_tll
expl anati on of the bill, the comrittee anendments and the aI?
amendnent all at once. First of all, | would like to say what a
pleasure it is to finally get to be able to discuss an education
bill on the floor. We haven't had one here for 20 hours, at
least, sincewe've. .this, | think, will for awhile anyway slow
down, as soon as we deal with this one will slow {own me of
the glut we have had with education bills being debatedsohere on
the floor. LB 250 is a bill whose prinmary sponsor is Senator
TimHall, brought to him by a number of constituents in his
district. I helped do some work on it I|ast year and again ipjg
year and co-signed it . It deals with an awareness of human
relations by teachers in our public schools. Dealing, primarily
by human relations, we are talking about the ability to rejate
to understand the various ethnic groups that nake up our society
here in Nebraska. We are not a homogeneoussociety in Nebraska
by any neans. A nunber ofour young people who go through
teacher training get jobs teaching, are placed in an environnent
where they are dealing with people frommany different cultures
in their classroons, maybe don't have the skills necessary to
recognize cultural differences to be sensitive to the types of
things that they are teaching in the manner in ch they are
presenting information, and it is Senator Hall's belief and ny
belief that teachers should have this training. The original
bill, itself, indicated, talked about a competency in human
relations. That, the comittee decided, | think primrily
through Senator Bernard-Stevens' e that a test after they
got out probably wasn't the pest method, that this type of
training needs to be integrated into the teacher traini ng
institutions. It is primarily what the committee 5mendments do.
Senator Hall is bringing an amendment to the committee
anmendnents to clarify on behalf of the teacher training
institutions that this training can be and should be jpiegrated

: L i i
into the existing teacher training program that it does not
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necessarily have to nean an additional class jn this area of
human rel ations. So specifically what you are voting on now I s
the Hall anmendment to the conmmittee amendments which would
stipulate that the training that the perspective teachers would
be receiving can be integrated into existing course ,or does
not. have to be a separate class taught in and of itsel IF That
is what the amendnment to the conmittee anendments do. wil)
explain the commttee anendments in greater detail as we get
further into the bill. If there are any questions, | ijll
attenpt to answer them

PRESIDENT: SenatorNelson, would you |like to speak, please?.

SENATOR NELSON: No. I do support the bill and | support the
amendnents, but | do have an amendnment coming up and | guess my
light was on. | do want to speak to nine.

PRESIDENT:. | turned it off so you may wish to turn it back on.

Senator Wthem did you wish to cl ose'?

SENATOR WTHEM | f there areno questions, woul d appreciate the
adoption of the Hall anendnment to the committee anmendments.

PRESIDENT: Okay. The question is the adoption of the committee

amendnents. All those in favor retc aye, opposed nay. Record
Mr. Clerk, please. '

CLERK: 22 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, gn adopti on of Senator
Hal | 's anendnent to the conmittee anendnents. P

PRESIDENT: The anendnent to the committee amendments s
adopted. Now back to the conmittee anmendnents. Sepator Wthem
please.

SENATOR W THEM Yes, M. President, nenbers of the body, the
conmi ttee amendnments do as | previously indicated. They. make

the word...they take it away froma conpet ency concept into a
training concept and they do a couple of other thing h d
a phase-in for existing teachers giving them additional II% %P
having to meet this particular requirement to have their
certificate renewed. Existi nE teachers woul d have until 1993 to
denonstrate that they have taken training in the area of human

relations. Those entering the professionwll have until
January 1 of 1990. ne of the terms in the bill that was placed
in was a, | woul dn' t say, a drafti ng error but probably an
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example of our insensitivity when we draft legislation. We had
used the term "subgroups". The committee, it was pointed out to
the committee the term "subgroups" in and of itself is probably,
if net a racist term, at least a term implying a dominance and
subservience, and that it is not a proper term to use to
describe the groups we are talking about. The committee used
the term "pluralistic groups", was the word we came up with. I
understand from some people that even that word is causing some
problems, but at this point, we are using the word pluralistic
groups. If people have another word that they would like to use
rather than pluralistic and would be willing to visit with
Senator Hall or myself about that, we will deal with that, but
at least at this point, the word "subgroups" is being stricken

and we are using the word "pluralistic". So that is what the
committee amendments do. If you have any questions, I will
respond.

PRESIDENT: Senator Nelson, did you wish to speak about the
committee amendments?

SENATOR NELSON: No, excepting I just...they are very fine, as
far as I am concerned, no.

PRESIDENT: Very good, the question is the adoption of the
committee amendments. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay.
We are voting on the adoption of the committee amendments.
Ladies and gentlemen, I need a little help, please, voting on
the committee amendments. Thank you. Record, Mr. Clerk,
please.

CLERK: 25 ayes, O nays, Mr. President, on adoption of committee
amendments.

PRESIDENT: The committee amendments are adopted. Now back to

the bill, Senator Withem. Mr. Clerk, do you have something on
the bill?

CLERK: Do you want to explain the bill. Senator, or should
we...?

SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah, very briefly I will explain the bill
maybe by way of a couple of examples of what it is that we are
talking about. We have...two examples I guess I will use, the
type of things we are talking about. One of those is a
historical example. A friend of mine I went to college with
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froma very small comunity in nportheast Nebraska and coming
froma very, very homogeneousconmmunity, sone...nost of theé
people in his area not only were white, Anglo-Saxon Protestants,
they all had the same nation of national origin, either
Nor wegi an or Swedi sh or one of the Scandinavi an countries, had
never had any experience dealing with members of mnority
cultures at all, left ?ood ol d Wayne StateCol | ege when Wayne
State College was, by and Targe, a white population with no
i ndi vi dual s of mi nority attending at the time | wasthere, got
his first teaching job teaching at Tech Juni or ; ;
Omeha. This has been sonmeyears ago. Nost ol-f||ghyouskcnhoov8_ll_e|c?]

Junior  High and Tech High School doesn't _exi'st
Teaching a cl ass that was 8redom’ nantly black in nature,anwglqrﬁ%d

tremendous probl ens | earning how to adjust. The students  did
not have a particularly good experience with himas a teacher,
and he would adnit that. \hat this bill designs to do is to

give our teachers someawareness, sone sort of traini ng, some
sort of preparation for dealing with people that come from a
cul ture sonewhat other than their own. pgint two | guess is the
exanple we dealt with here on thefloor of the Legislature,
maybe the specific exanple that brought to the | niroduction of
this bill, that was an Omaha, | believe it was a junior high
school group of studer ts put on a skit, the language club, gyen
I think, of all groups, put on a skit that was, you know
racially offensive,very racially offensive. Hopeful ly if that
teacher would have had some training and ynderstanding and
sensitivity to this area of human rel ati ons woul d have not
al l owed that type of programto go on and it would not have been
an issue. These are the typeof things hat it is we are
talking about. | guess | should also like to point out, e are
talking primarily here about the preparation of the teachers, ¢4

t hat they wi ||l have the SenSitiVity. Sonme people have read this

bill, the Taxpayers for Quality Education here in Lincoln I know
have sent out in their mailing that this is a horrible pill
because it will force teachers to teach about subgroups and they

think of subgroups such as, you know, honpbsexuals, group living,
all of those kind of things. This bill has nothing to do with
those types of situations. | just want to make that clear for
the record also. Wth that, | know Senator Nelson hasgp
amendment. We will deal with that anmendnent. Hopefully, we can

then deal with the bill. Thankyou, Nr. President.

P RESIDENT: Thank you. Nr. Clerk, wewill go to the

Nel son
amendment now.
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CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Nelson would move to amend the
bill . (See page 923 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESI DENT: Senat or Nel son, please.

SENATOR NELSON: Nr. Speaker, | should have this as an anmendnent
to the committee anendnents, and nmy bill, one of them gne of my
corrections is addressed in the conmittee amendnments which
didn't have in front of me when | drafted this. | sinply to me
maybe makes the bill still a little better. | don't know quite
the expression to use, a little kinder,or comes to the poi nt
that we are trying to achieve. Ny amendnent on page 2, |ine 24
subsection (c) would read "The ability to translatée know edge of
human relations into an appreciation and respect for our
di fferences which result in favorable experiences for students.”

Vhat | woul d be taking out arethree words, "attitude, skill s
and techni ques". | spoke to Senator Hall about this a couple of
days ago before | introduced it and asked if it was satisfactory
with him and he said, no problemat all. | would hate to, you

know, say absolutely that he has not changed his mind. Ny other

part, on page 3, and our commi ttee gpnendments did change
various subgroups of society”, mne would read on page 3,
subsection (f) starting jn "|ine 6, "The abilit y to relate
effectively to other individuals and to ethnic groups other than

t he teacher's own." Our committee apnendnents changed it to

"pluralistic groups”.  This gets a little technical but it is
not that big of a point with me’ Again, Senator Hall said, no
problem wi th the wording, and with that, any questions, it just
simply to me, and it was brought to me, fran&ly, by | believe
the League of Women Voters, and their other comments were very
favorable on the bill but that is the yeason for my amendnment,
that maybe .'t softens it up a little better or states what we
want. | have the same problemas Senator Wthem | npoted t hat

some of the Lincoln school people said that "subgroups” we were
tal ki ng about something that we certainly didn't intend

H " L SO
that was one of the reasons for ny changing from "subgroups" to
"ethn' c groups".

PRESIDENT: ~ Thankyou. Senator Smith, please,
Senator Wthem P followed by

SE. ATOR SNITH: Thankyou, Nr. President. Wien | put ny light
on, | didn't know about the Nel son anmendnment but it hit “eyactly
perfectly for nme because what | was going to do is ask é(enator

Wthema couple of questions. | didn't have ny file conpletely
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here when | canme on the floor and ny staff brought the rest of

it to me, and | had this information in here evidently fromthe

group that you are talking about, Senator Wthem but | am

pl eased because | was going to ask you, tell you that after t)ffe
fact when | voted for the conmittee anendments, \what had we done

with that word "e+Jnic", and now Senator Nelson's apgndment i s
addressing that, and | will bevery supportlve of at as | am
of the bill. Being a former educator an-

Senator Wthem raised in a comunity and actua?ly bel n&/ exactqy’
what you said, white, Protestant, Scandi navian, partly. Anyway

| was raisedin the country with aII t hose people t hat al l we
ever knew in my life, | t aught school in the countryfor a
nunber of years, and when | went into the city system | was

thromm for the first time, or | guess |I should say I had the
opportunity for the first time to teach children of other ethnic
backgrounds, and that was a very |earning experience for ne, 54

| think that we should all be very supporti ve of this idea.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR W THEM: Yeah, M. President. Itis with pleasure |
rise to support the Nelson amendnent somewhat . | feel a little
bit unconfortable here handling somebody else's bill, but |

understand though that Senator Nelson has talked {9 Senator
Hal | . It is pretty much a clarification anendnent except foor
this  word, 'we are changing the word from "subgroup” to
plurali stic this will change it to "ethnic group”. | guess

personally, | amnore confortable with the word "ethnic".

word  "plurali stic" a member of the body who isn't here today
cane up to ne and |nd|cated that she had sone problens with ihe
word "pluralistic”, so | don't think it nmkes a lot of
di fference but al so understandi ng that words sonetines nean nore
to one person t”han t.o"anot her. |f the body is more confortable
with the word "ethnic" than "pluralistic", that is fine also.
guess | nust also confess to a culture stereotype of nmy own, and

that is until Senator Smith spoke,| did not realize that many
Scandinavians had red hair, so this is helping us even further
understand cul tural differences maybe, so | appreciate that.

Thank you very much.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Crosby, please.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, M. President. | rise to...in the
comittee, | suggested the word "pluralistic". To me ethnic
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narrows the group of people we are talking about because ethnic
is our cultural or native background, and pluralistic includes a
lot of different groups of people, and I understand some of the
objections to that word, and I will tell you from my own
experience, I am an Irish-Catholic and I grew up in a Masonic
town. Let me tell you I know about insensitivity because I have
heard people say things about those Catholics when they think
children don't listen, I guess, that we can't hear when they say
mean things about your church or your parents because they are
Catholics and because they are mixed. All those words I grew up

with, so to me, that is ethnic. I am Irish, that is an ethnic
background. There are more things to society than just ethnic
background, so I still like the word "pluralistic". I am going
to vote against this amendment if it is the word "ethnic". I
didn't quite catch what Senator Nelson said. Now I do
understand it, So that is why I will vote against your

amendment, Senator Nelson.

PREZSIDENT: Thank you. Senator Nelson, would you like to close
on your amendment?

SENATOR NELSON: I just move for the adoption. As I said, and 1
appreciate what Senator Crosby said, but we certainly do not
want to leave the wrong impression that we are going to talk
about religion necessarily in here or gays or so on and so
forth. 1, myself, am uncomfortable. I am as guilty as anyone
else or probably more so and to find the correct words, and so
we are just looking for that, and to me the different ethnic
backgrounds is very suitable in what we...and I do want this as
an amendment to the amendment because it has to be an
amendment...can't do it?

PRESIDENT: No, Senator Nelson, no, this has to travel on its
own. The committee amendments are adopted.

SENATOR NELSON: All right.
PRESIDENT: Okay.
SENATOR NELSON: With that, I move for its adoption.

PRESIDENT: All right. The question is the adoption of the
Nelson amendment. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay.
Senator Nelson.
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SENATOR NELSON: | hate to call for a call of {he house on a

sinple amendnent.  Just |et the fol ks go ahead and vote and
what ever their desires are but | wsh they “\would lease vote.
O herwise, | will have to maybe call for a call of the house.

PRESI DENT: Pl ease vote if you care to. Record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 13 ayes, 10 nays, Mr. President, gn the adoption of the
amendment.

PRESI DENT: The amendnent fails. Doyou have anything further
onit, M. Qerk' ?

CLERK: Nothing further on the bill, M. President.

E_Il?lESIDENT: Ckay, Senator Wthem on the advancement of the
i

SENATOR W THEM Yeah, M. President, just 3 comment, before
actually moving the advancement of the bill. Senator Lavon
Crosby made some excellent points | think about the word
"ethnic", and that humans are insensitive to other human beings
based on things other than ethnic origin. West ill have
unfortunately . religious prejudice. We still have sexual

prejudice where nales are treated differently, sometines more
favorably, sometines |less favorably, than fefal es based only on

their sex. Thi ngs other than gthnicit y lead to this . My
earlier comments, before she convinced nme otherw se about thé
word "ethnic" beinga better word, \were pased on some concerns
that somehow some people out there are thinking this bill does
more than it actually does, that it mandates the teaching of
certain things to our children, andthat groups, such as those
advanci ng honosexual rights mght be coni ng in and demandi ng
that their lifestyle bpe taught in the classroom Thatis not

what this bill is about. That .is not. wh at his bill does.
Hopeful 'y, that statenment of intent is enough to clarify that.

I think Senator Nelson had some other good ihj

- ngs, in  her
amendment . I amsorry the other things were not gadopt ed,and
they probably should be, so | would encourage her, senator
Gosby, Senator Hall and me, | guess, to tal k between now and

Select File to see if we can take the good +t hings out of her
amendnent and, if the word "pluralistic" is the gest word we can

conme up wWith, fine, and there nmay be another word out there that
does the same thing that doesn't raise sonme red flags that other

peopl e unfortunately thought that it raised. wWth that, | think
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through the amendments we have had a good discussion of the
bill. I think you understand what it does. | would nove the
advancenent of this bill to E& R Initial.

P RESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator El mer, pl ease, followed by
Senator Bernard-S.evens.

SENATOR ELNERI Thank you, Nr. President. These kind of bills
trouble ne a little bit in this aspect. wWshavein our country
tremendous historical backgrounds of wherepeople originate~
when they came tc this country. However, now weare citizens .f
the United States, we are citizens of Nebraska. Vhy aren'" we
teaching citizenship, and equality as equal citizens, rather
than to keep pointing out that we are and have c¢ome from
different areas or different pasta? The pastis gone. W need
to teach progressively that we are nembers of this society, arid

not members of some other. majintaining ethnic divisions within
our schools seens to ne something like teaching a religion in 4

school . We are all the same, we a -e all citizens, and that is
how our government should be structured rather than 5 (ry ¢to
mai ntain these differences. So, just a matter of a little

principle here, thanks.

PRES'.DENT: Thank you. Senator Bernard-Stevens, followed by
Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR BERNAIQ)-STEVENS]  Thank you, Nr. President, members of
t he body, just a brief coment, bills like LB 250 bother me just
alittle bit, too, because it puts us in a position if we vote
against something of this nature that we appear to be against
human rel ati ons, we appear to be agai nst t eachi ng of equality
and respect and the dignity of all peoples and all cultures, 4
ethnic  groups, andso on, and | have the problems with the bill
technically as it is, even though | did support to vote jt out
of commttee, and that is, in my opinion,al| areas of higher
education, the institutions of higher education 55 (efi ed b
the bill, what they have to do is certify that the areas geflnea/
in  the course of human relations that was specified in the

original green copy of the bill, certify that at some pl ace,
some point, within some course that would be taken by teachers,

t hat those topics would be covered sonewhere. So, in essence,
in ny opinion, what you will have if LB 250 passes is a |law that
will have good intentions pyt will not do anything because |
can't inmmgine too many, in fact, | can't inmagine any institution
who will not be able to certify that those areas are ot peing
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taught in some topic, sone chapter, sone unit in sone course

that teachers have to take. So, in essence, yowill have a
bill that says that we want human awareness, puyt a bill that
technically will not change anything in the course of education.
And | understand the reasons for the bill. | understand the
difficulties in some events that happenednpr evi ously within
school systems, but | amnot particularly confortable that this
bill will actually do anything along those lines, gnd | wanted
to at | east expressthose thoughts before we got to a vote on

LB 250. Thankyou, Nr. President.
PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman and menbers of the | egislature,
I would |like to ask Senator Bernard-Stevens a question.

PRESIDENT: Senator Bernard-Stevens, would you reply'?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: | woul d be del i ght ed.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Senator Bernard-Stevens, this bill will nove,
and when it gets to Select File, would you be willing to work on
some language to npmke sure that isis not as open-ended and
vague as currently the bill mght make the subject, o gare you
opposed to a specificbody of information being created or
required to be created that would neet this requirenment?

SENAT'IR BERNARD-STEVENS: On both of those que_stionsy | tank |
can answer I would be delighted to work with you on that.

concern was in the beginning on the original witing of the bi Hy
on the green copy, | had twoconcerns; nymber one, a mandated
course of three hours for human relations, though maybe that
woul d be the best wav to get the goals of the bill acconplished,

would do a couple of other things unrelated 4 tpe pjll and
that would be right now that educators fgoi ng through teacher
training, if everything goes well in many of the areas, in |ogt
of the areas, it takes themat |east fouryears, gpyjously, if
everything goes well. Nanyof those areas, now it is taking
five years for P60p| € to get through. The more we mandate
different course of 3-hours credit, it ~wj|] begin to stretch
very easily into six years, and | think that will have a
detriment on the quality of teacher that we hae within the
system So my i ntent was, Senator Chanbers, In the comittee,

to find a way that we could get those issues 4nqd thos t opi cs
di scussed, because they are inportant, they nee(q to be there, e
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need to have the sensitivity, we need to have the training, but
yet not, but not cause harmin another area of will we get the
teachers through the teacher training because it takes so long
at a cost of pay that is so little.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Bernard-Stevens,gnd |
have sim | ar concerns because | don't |like us to put |egislation
on the books which appears to do something \when in act. it

does not, and the purpose of the legislationh is tofalter the
status duo but, in fact, not only does it fail to alter jt put
it entrenches it because it creates the | mpr essi on that
sonmething is being done and those sensitive eople in the
society who feel that something needs to be done nmay be given
the fal se inpression that the job has been conpleted, they no
| onger need to monitor the situation, because there has been
pl aced in statute a guarantee that these areas that are ver
i mportant and need to be taught to those who are going to teat,yh
other people's children the feeling that +that has been taken
care of. Wth reference to what Senator Elmer said, maybe
500, 000 years fromnow his statements wll be appropriate or
America, but the reality is, and this can be confirnmed by the
FBI, local |aw enforcenent agencies throughout the country, that
there has been a great outbreak, especiall y during the |atter
part of t he Reagan administration, in racial physical attacks,
. the burning of crosses, the f|r|ng of people’'s homes, the
burning of vari ous estabhshmants on campuses where black
students are located. There has been an  outbreak of
anti-Semitism In the form of desecration of ceneteries, the
mar ki ng of swastikas on synagogues, and other things of that
sort. In Louisiana, a Ku Klux Klanner naned David Diuke was ] ust
elected, and | don't know why people are sg alarmed because he
went through the process that was established for putting people
inthe Legislature, and if there are enough people who support
what he says to use the system of voting to vote himinto

of fice, then he should be allowed to stay there, and just as
happens with me in this Legislature being unabl e by myself to
get a bill through, he cannot by hinself get any |e slatlon
through. So I think it is necessary that there be glveﬁ seri ous

considerations to things that occur in the gsociety, that they be
placed in proper perspective, and people understand what the

nature of a problemis so that we can confront it. To pretend
that there are not differences of argcial, reli ious, gender,
nationality, ethnic, to pretend those differences don't exist in
this country, | think is very naive and contributes tg the

continued m sunderstanding that will aggravate the problens t at
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we have.
PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR CBAMBERS: To learn about aperson's origins, other
people's culture is not to denean the culture of the one who g
| earning, but there can be a kind of ethnocentric arrogance,
meaning that the dominant culture places itself above everybody
el se, becomes a standard by which allothers are juuged, znd
anything not in conformity with themand theirs is demeaned gnd
pl aced at an inferior level. When you teach children that that
whi ch has been %i ven to themby their parents, is taught to them

i n church and throughout their comunity, is i nferior, that
which they believe is a part of them therefore, they are.
inferior, the way they speak is inferior, De things they
believe mark them as inferior, and even their parents are the
source of that i.r(':r.ioriti/{. and | think all of these things,
since they exist in this society, should be net through the

expedi ent of educati on.
PRESI DENT: You are now on your second five m nutes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS:  Thank you. | turned on my |ight so people
will know how I got anot’her five minutes. Equcation, education
to be effective must be left in the hands who themselves
understand ~well what it is theyare presenting. Tggive an
exanpl e, when | amtalking to younger people of ny concept of
education, the teacher knows something that those who are to be
taught don't know. There is an inferiority in terms of what s

kno'wn,  so the %urpose of the teacher is to erase that

inferiority as much as possible and bring the one peing taught
up to the Ilevel of the teacher. 5o that when the instruction
has conpleted itself, then the one being taught knows nore han
he or she knewbefore. W nust be concerned about what is being
taught and the education system today has not achieved that

goal . Sometimes there are deliberate things one b teachers
and administrators to harmthe welfare of chilgren V\A¥o belong to
other groups than the majority group. |n other instances, there
is ignorance am arrogance on the part of the teacher, and
things may be done through inadvertence. W don't want our
teachers doing negative things through inadvertence. We want

them wel | prepared, well instructed, and able to shape the m nds
of the young in a way that is not go:.ng to narrow them (iipple

them or make them intolerant of others in those differgt}i)ces.
So, | think we all need to know apout as many cultures that
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exist in this country as possible,as well as those that exist
in other nations. Busi ness persons have realized that unless

An'~ri"an students are taught mor e about Other Count“es
| a: ~age, especially, then Americais not going to be abl e
conpete econonmically with the rest of the world.

regrettabl e that businessnen nmust put a prod to the hi nd end ofS

t he education systemto broaden the scope and that which s

taught before the systemw |l respond. There has been a greater
response in terms of inproving or broadening the scope of

edu”.ation in this country for the purpose of economic
conpetition than there has been for the purpose of rrakl ng better

human bei ngs and creating nore understandi ng. So from whatever
source the prodding comes, the ultimate goal s of value and
worthy of being achieved. This bill is just a very small step
inthat direction, and, Senator Elner, if we were going to play
a cardgame, | don't play cards well, but there are 52 cards in

the deck, and to play a card gane, you do not change the ,aiure
of anyof the cards. You do not say that a queen nust become a
jack, a jack nust becone an ace, anace must become a ten a
king must become a three of clubs. They all retain thelr
identity. They all have a relative value assigned to them 5.4
for a game to occur, you need all of these cards. Inthi s
country, we don't want to assign relative values 4 peogple in
terms of their intrinsicwrth as human bei ngs, but we don' t
want to make them feel that because they differ fromthat whic
is considered the majority standards that anything is wong thm
them or that they are in any way inferior. There should be no
attenpt to make this country a nmeltin ot .

somatnﬁl ng, let it be like aym' Xi ng bm?vl por a hfec h%rfeclasr dtsowhePee
we all can maintain our identity and the integrity of our
culture. A country is strong, not when it attenpts to erase g
differences, but when it attempts to  brin about an
understanding of those differences so that people can realize
that to be different does not nean to be wong, to be ({jifferent
does not nmean to be inferior,

IRESIDENT:  one mi nut e.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ..to be different does not meanto be
ignorant. | amin favor of the bill, andl would ljke to (|§
with Senator Bernard-Stevens and whoever el se may be |ntereste

|ntry|ng to see _|f we can C_OITE up with Son'eth|ng t hat wi ll
ensure that the aimof the bill is achieved.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Elmer, please.
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SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Mr. President. Jusc a small response
to Senator Chambers. If this bill is going to do as many good
things for the education and to relieve some of the
discriminatory things that happen her: across the state and
across the country, I am certainly a hundred percent for it.
There are instances, of course, in a deck of cards, when some of
those cards assume a different value or a different name, they
are called the joker or a wild card, but that is only temporary,
just like putting on a mask and going to a masquerade ball.
When you are done, the mask comes off and it becomes a deuce or
a trey or a joker again, and I will support this bill, and 1I
will be looking forward to the things that are going to be done
to it at Select File to make it a better bill. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Withem, would you like to <close
on the advancement of the bill?

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, I would be happy to, Mr. President,
members of the body. First of all, in regard to the dialogue
between Senator Chambers and Senator Bernard-Stevens, Senator
Hail asked me to handle this bill for him so I am sure he would
be delighted to hear me say that he will pledge all of the time
that he has necessary to work with the two of you. I am sure he
would be happy to sit down and visit with you folks about ways
of improving the bill, if it does need to be improved. I guess
with that, it has been discussed. There is some things I wanted
to say in regard to the Chambers-Elmer dialogue. I think it was
instructive but I guess I will just let it rest and I know
people want to get on to visit about the next bill, so I just
urge that you advance this piece of legislation.

PRESIDENT: The question is the advancement of LB 250. All
those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Mr. Clerk,
please.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, dr. President, or the motion to advance
LB 250.

PRESIDENT: The bill is advanced. LB 250A, please.

CLERK: LB 250A, Mr. President, was a bill introduced by Senator
Hall. (Read title.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please, on the A bill.
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advance the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The motion fails. Messages on the
President's desk.

CLERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
reports LB 183 to Select File; LB 183A to Select File; LB 250,
Select File; LB 250A, LB 340, all to Select File, all signed by
Senator Lindsay as Chair of the E & R Committee. (See page 975
of the Legislative Journal.)

Transportation Committee reports LB 533 to General File and

LB 245 indefinitely postponed. Those are signed by Senator
Lamb. Transportation also reports LB 509 to General File;
LB 78, General File with amendments; LB 131, General File with
amendments; LB 538 indefinitely postponed and LB 576

indefinitely postponed, and also signed by Senator Lamb. (See
pages 975-80 of the Legislative Journal.)

Senator Moore has amendments to be printed to LB 499. (See
pages 980-82 of the Legislative Journal.)

Enrollment and Review reports LB 408 correctly engrossed and
LB 443 correctly engrossed. Those are signed by Senator
Lindsay. (See page 982 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, an announcement from Senator Smith that the
General Affairs Committee will not meet in Exec Session at one
o'clock. General Affairs will not have their regularly
scheduled Exec Session.

Mr. President, a new resolution offered by Senator Coordsen and
other members. (Briefly described LR 43 as found on
pages 982-83 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, new A bills. (Read titles for the first time to
LB 346A, LB 129A, LB 447A. See page 983 of the Legislative
"Journal.) That's all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Moore.

SENATOR MOORE: Mr. Speaker, I move we adjourn and, providing we
can get here, I...we adjourn until Monday morning, March 6th.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. You have heard the motion to
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would ask if the Clerk has any messages on the President's desk.

CLZERK: Mr. President, 3anking, Commerce and Insurance reports
LB 222 to General File with amendments; LB 746, General File;
LB 749, General File; and LB 105, indefinitely postponed, all

signed by Senator Landis. New resolution, LR 56, by Senator
Haberman congratulating the Perkins County High School
basketball team. Transportation gives notice of confirmation
hearing. Amendments to be printed frc.. Senator Beck to LB 250,
Senator Goodrich to LB 340, Senator Wesely to LB 340, and
Senator Korshoj to LB 54. That's all that I have,

Mr. President. (See pages 1165-70C of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. The question before the
body is one of adjcurnment. Those in favor of adjourning please
vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 12 ayes, 22 nays, Mr. President, on the motion to
adjourn.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Motion fails. Back to discussion on the

advancement of the bill. Senator Baack.
SENATOR BAACK: Are there others lights after mine?
SPEAKER BARRETT: 1I'm sorry, yes, there are. Senator Baack, I'm

sorry, 1 overlooked one light. Senator Withem's light has been
on.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, I was going to call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Do I see five
hands? I do. Those in faver of ceasing debate vote avye,
opposed nay. Record.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 1 nay, Mr. President, to cease debate.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Dubate closes. Senator Baack.

SENATOR BAACK: I think we've debated enough . I would just urge
the advancement of the bill. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Shall LB 183 be advanced to E & R

Engrossing? Those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all
voted? Have you all voted, if you'd care to vote? Senator
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presume we are ready to vote on the advancement of the bill.

Those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all voted?
Please record.

CLERK: 30 ayes, 2 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of the
motion to advance LB 371.

SPFAKER BARRETT: LB 371 1is advanced. Messages on the
President's desk.

CLERK: Mr. President, an announcement that Revenue Committee
will meet 1in executive session tomorrow at one-fifteen in
Room 1520; Revenue Committee tcmorrow, Room 1520 at one-fifteen.

Business and Labor gives notice of confirmation hearing, or a
report on the confirmation hearing, I should say.

Amendments to LB 89 by Senator Chambers, LB 250 by Senator
Schimek, LB 224 by Senator McFarland, LB 235 Senator Hall,
LB 811 by Senator McFarland. ({See pages 1269-71 of the
LLegislative Journal ) That's all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Schellpeper, wculd you
care to.do the honors?

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Sure would. [ would move that we adjourn

until 9:00 a.m., tomorrow morning, March 22.
SPEAKER BARRETT: You've heard the motion to adjourn until
tomorrow morning. Those in favor say aye. Opposed no.

Carriec we are adjourned.

- )
Proofed by: C7;f§ﬁ;;j xijzﬂ%iki/égﬂéi”

LaVera Benischek
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Anyone else? A record vote has
been requested. All in favor of the advancement of the bill
please vote aye, opposed nay. Shall LB 281 be advanced, that is
the question? Have you all voted? Have those who care to vote
voted? Record, please.

CLERK: (Read record vote. See pages 1314-15 of the Legislative

Journal.) 25 ayes, 18 nays, Mr. President, on the advancement
of LB 281.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The bill 1is advanced. Anything for the
record?

CLERK: Yes, Mr. President, I do. I have amendments to be
printed to LB 272 by Senator Landis; and LB 683 by Senator
Wehrbein. I have a new A bill, LB 503A by Senator Goodrich.
{Read for the first time by title. See pages 1315-16 of the

Legislat:ive Journal.)

Mr. President, I have a lobby report for this past week; a
confirmation report by the Judiciary Committee. It is signed by
Senator Chizek. Notice of hearing by the Rules Committee for
Thursday, April 6.

And, finally, Mr. President, bills read on Final Reading this

morning have been presented to the Governor. (Re: LB 265,
LE 619, B 155, LB 623, LB 154, LB 254, LB 421. See page 1317
of the Legislative Journal.) That 1is all that 1 have,

Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The Chair is pleased to note that
Senator Labedz has a very special guest under the south balcony,
a friend of hers, Tom Kelly, who is a student at Westside Middle

Schocl. Tom, would you stand up and take a bow. We're glad to
have you with us. Also okserved under the south balcony is a
former member of this body, Senator George Syas of Omaha.
Senator Syas. Nice to have vyou back, George. LB 250,
Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator, I have E & R amendments on

LB 250, first of all.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

CLERK: E & R amendments, Senator.

2740 °



Na™ch 23, 1989 LB 250

SENATOR LIX)SAY: Nr. President, |I'd nove the adoption of the
E Sc R anendnents to LB 250.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ~ Question is the adoption of the E 6 R
anendnents. Those in favor say aye. Opposed no. Carried, they
are adopted.

CLERK: Nr. President, sSenator Beck would nove to amend the
bill. Her amendnment is on page 1167 of the Journal.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Beck, please.

SENATOR BECK: Thank you, Nr. Chairmangnd nembers of the body.
I'd " like to have you turn to 1167 and | ook at these amendnents.
They are friendly anendments, at |east | certainly believe they
are. They don't change the original intent of the bill at aﬁl.
According to the conmttee hearing testinony and the Urban
League, the intent of this bill is to elimnate ethnicgng
racial prejudice. And, if you'll look at my ,pendment, vyou' Il
see that | believe that the bill is somewhat ill-defined.
Because if youlook at pagel, line 20 of the amendments, or
that is the Dbill, what is sexism on page 1, line 19, whatis
dehumani zing bias or pluralism These. phrases, | think, |
believe from my visit and fromsonme mail that has been sent to
me about the bill...feel that these phrases could alter the
intent of the bill considerably, All mine do isjust simply
clean it up and return it to the original context of elimnating
racial and ethnic prejudice. | think with this bill we need to
do something and that js to send a clear and well-defined
nmessage that racismwll not be tolerated in our schools. n
let's  not pass an open-ended bill that will require hoursgpg
hours of teaching and perhaps all sorts of topics which could
i ncl ude sexual preference, political party, social causesand
the religious faiths. I think weget in real murky, sticky
water when we get into something like =hat. And| just believe
in and have fromthe beginning, and | mentioned it to the
menbers of the comm ftee that pluralismis just too broad a
term 1'd like to share just a couple comments with you. In
the conmittee hearing, | had just mentioned that Senator Hall
was speaking and he said that | have a nunber of i ndi viduals
t hat | represent who are Hi spanic Americans and they are the
reason that | introduced the bill. He wants to be careful that
we don't have a racist outlook, that teachers don't haveg
raci st outlook, and it's just that they have little or no
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information with regard to the backgrounds that some of our
mnority students come from | think we have to becareful.
These are Senator Hall's quotes, the sgmerace or ethnic group,
where they grew up, or how they were educated. Andthen Dr. Do
Benning came down and testified, and he mentions the f-ct that
our state is rich in diversity with citizens of German, English,
African-American, Native Anerican, Asian, Hspanic z5well as a
mul titude of other ethnic racial groups. And with the testi nmony

that wa concerned with minority population, and| received a
letter from M. Rashad Byndon from'the |jiteq Catholi ¢ Soci al

Services, and he says that one thing with 250, weneed to be
careful about is that if students are going to enjoy amd have
effective learning in the classroom their contact with
educators from other racial groups should be ositive.

that's all I'"masking the body to do |us to be careful abc'?‘urt]dtﬁseo
words, and | guess that comes fromhaving the background an
English teacher, and for that | am sorry, but | just feel that
we need to be very careful here, and | would just ask the body
to pass these amendnments, tOac(_:e?t them to pass themon. |t
will -~ not hurt the intent of the bill. In fact, as | truly
believe and the nenbers of the Urban League,with whoml' ve
visit ed, truly believe a5 well, that it will just sinply define
down the bill and make it really what they sought in the first
place, and that is all | have.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you, Senator Beck. Discussion on the
Beck amendment, Sepator Wthem followed by Senators Hall,
Bernard-Stevens, and Nelson.

SENAT(_]Q W THEM  Mr . Spgaker, menbers of the body, the term in
the bill was arelatively majorsupissue over this particul ar
bill. We had the bill originally drafted using the word
subgr oup. Wien t hat was pornted out to US,\yerecognized that
probably our bill drafting left a lot to be desired |% ter
sensitivity to people that are not part of our white Angl o- Saxon
culture  here. The conmittee adopted the word "pluralistic".
The debate now is whether we use the word "pluralism' 4 whether
weuse the word "ethnic andracial" . Originally, | didn't think
it made a whole lot of difference. | gy have even said that on
the floor in General File, but some co nts that were made in
debate — on General File, primarily those from Senator LaVon
Crosby, to be very frank, led me to believe pgt probably the
word plurali sm that is in the bill nowis a nore appropriate
term Let me tell you why I think that is, a couple of reasons
why. First of all,some people have misread the intent of this
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bill entirely I think. 1t doesn't have anything to do with the
content of the curriculum in our schools. |t doesn't say you
have to teach children about such and such, sych and such, such
and such. Wrat it says is the teachers that are teaching nmust
have conpetencies in dealing with people who cone fromdifferent
backgrounds. I n other words, to use three very crass examples,
perhaps, this doesn't say you have to teach about bl ack |mtpory
What it says i s we want ourteachers to know how to deal with
situati ons when one student of one race uses a derogatory r aci al

termto call...to refer to another group. |t doesnt say we
have to teach about the Nexican-American culture. ¢ gsays we
want teachers that are sensitive when children put gn a lay

that is based on racial stereotypes, that the teacher can harrt)dle
that sort of situation and recognize that that is sonmething that
probably should not go gp, We are not going to teach
about...dictating that we teach about Native Anerican cultures,
but that the teachers ought to have gq senS|t|V|ty t hat they
have Native American students in their {nas\s Traditi onal
Thanksgi ving cel ebrations, traditional Col unbus Day cel egrat

my not excite those Native Anericans quite to the degree that
they excite us. That is what we gare talking about js
competencies of teachers to deal with these. The next thing we
get into, Senator Crosby gave an excellent speech on General
File talking about some of the most cruel sorts of human

treatmenz, one person o another, based on religious
stereotypes, religious sorts of discri m natlon and 1 can recal |
some of these fromny past experience. | cane from one of the
whitest comunities. There were no mnorities, whatsoever, in
m{] community, one of the nost Protestant comunities. we had

ree churches in our community. s had a Net hodi st Church a
Reorgani zed Church of Latter-Day Saints, 5nga very, very small
minority ~ people were Catholic, very small minority. Ash

Wednesday would roll around, the Catholic stydents were excused,
they would go to theirservices, gnd they woul d conme back with

the ash on their forehead. I't was not treated by, | have got to
admit, by a number of ny fellow stydents, was not treated as
somethlng we should understand gas part of theirreligi ous
cultures. Those students tended to be ostracized, padefun_ of .

| am not proud of that fact, but that is the type of thin that
has . one on. When | first started to teach school in Pap|PI
Nebraska, we were tal king about the M d-East situation. | asked
students, is there anybody in here that happens o be wi sh?
To a student they |aughed, they thought that was funny that
teacher would ask, is there a Jewish student in this
classroom,...
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SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR W THEM: ...because then the termJew was a pejorative
sort of term that those were different sorts of people. Some
of the nost cruel criticism and discrimnation is based on
religious differences, And | guess | should al so point out that
during the time | was teaching there, there were a number of
students who came with very strong Fundanmentalist beliefs, g
carried Bibles with them who used their tine in free time to
talk to other students apout their religion. Again those
students were ostracized, they were made fun of. We need
teachers in our systemthat can deal withprejudice, ot teach
about religion, not teach about alternate lifestyles, pnot teach
about ethnic groups, but can deal with students of all c?ifferent
backgrounds and knows how to deal, when these studentsfrom
these various backgrounds conme into their c¢lassroom, can deal
with these differences, and have the human skills in dealing
with the situation, particularly in this area of religion where
we have nore and nore people fromvarious religious backgrounds
coming into our schools,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR W THEM ...Asian backgrounds.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Time

SENATOR W THEM Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Hall

SENATOR HAIL: Thank you, M. President and nenbers. I would

just echo Senator W them s conments. The i ssue here, gnd |
woul d stand in opposition to Senator Beck'sS 5pendnent. and | do

appreciate the fact that it is offered in good faith on her
part, but the issue here is a decision that was nmade by the
Education Committee to use the term "plurali stic", and that term
is more encompassing than the amendnent that Senator Beck has
before us that deals with the issue of strictly racial and

ethnic  groups.  And | think Senator Wthenis coments about
first hand experience that he had lets you know clearly that we
need to leave this | think as openand as far-reaching as
possi bl e because this bill deals with the training of ia5cher

and the mi sconception that he spoke of that | think nost of t
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comrents have come from and | think even some of the mail tnat
| have gotten, some publications that | have seen in relation to

this bill, have dealt with the _m'sconcer)tion that this is going
to be directed toward education in the cl assroom education in
the classroom at the elementary and secondary level. " |{ deals

with the training of teachers, gan a. pect of the curriculum that
they are required to haveprior to being sent out to teach our
young people, so that they have asgood an understanding of the
different types of individuals, the different types of
ba?_kg_rounds, the dlffferent types of, yes, othnjc, raciaP, and
religious types of packgrounds that the i

Senat or Wt hem spoke of thegstri ctly white Angl owb!al:kgernocu%lémt gt'
he taught in and the effects that injection of gifferent types
of religious beliefs, different types of racial groupsinto
that, how they are treated. A teacher that is not trained to
react to that, a teacher that does not have a backgroundor an
understanding of those ethnic groups could ygry well have an
i nfluence on these students that inmpacts their lives or their
beliefs forever, and | think you clearly peed to rovide for
training in this area for our teachers, that allows them an
under st andi ng, gives themthe tools that they need to provide
for the best education for those young people, and you start out
allowing them to have the best education by making sure that

your teacher is as well trained as possible. | mean if we are
going to pay our teachers nmore, as we would in LB 89, | think
that the least we can do is ask that they pe trained in this
area that is probably the nost inportant area that a gtydent

ever carries with them beyond the halls of ed" ation, and that
is the area and the issue of how they deal with others
throughout their life. And | think that all LB 250 does, gas it
has been amended by the Education Conmittee anendnments, is it
allows for an understanding on the part of those teachers of

every aspect of difference, | guess is one way to put it, that
is out there or as best that they can be educated in that

so that they have as good an understanding as they can BEFdre
gOi ng into that cl assroom and dealing wi th some of these
problems firsthand because it clearly is a problemin today' s
soci ety. I't has always been a problem and it is going to

continue to be a problem but 250, LB 250, takes us | "gueSss in

the first step in the direction of getting at the problem when
we deal with it at the Ievel of educatingour teachers gqthat

they are fully prepared.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  One mi nut e.
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SENATOR HALL: . ..to deal with this issue. gg|mean | would
just like to reemphasizethe fact that this deals with the
educati on of our teachers, doesn't deal with anything that is

going to take place in the classroom but it gives themthe
tools to handl e problenms that will come up in this™ ... .4 |
think that | fully appreciate Senator Beck's concern, but |
think it is msconceived and | would urge the body to reject the
Beck amendment.  Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Bernard-Stevens,
addi ti onal discussion on the Beck amendnment.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Just very briefly, M. President,

too, would rise in opgosition though | understand pe positive
intent and nature of Senator Beck's sppndnent. | was j ust going
to page2 and 3 actually of the green copy that has not been
changed by the committee amendments {hat were” g5reed to earl ier
totry to stress again that the intent of the bill is not to
teach substantive content but yather skills in deali g wit

particular problens. And |'d draw anyone's attention, |P t hey' Q
care, on the areas that needs to be | ooked at to make g re that
these topics are covered within courses taught within the

instituti ons of hi gher l earning. |t would be an awareness and
understandi ng of values, of |ifestyles, an awareness of that; gan
ability to recognize and deal with biases; the ability to

translate know edge into attitudes, gyj||s and techniques; the
ability to recognize the ways of biases; 5ng respect the Human
dignity. We are teaching teachers, if you wish, the ¢ s
needed in order to help students deal with and they, ipemselves

deal Wlth_ hqmanrelatlons, and that is the intent, and | think
others within the state have misinterpreted the intent to the
bill thinking that we are going to get in particular content and
that is not the nature of the bill nor the intent of the i

So upon that, | wouldvery kindly disagree with the amendment’
offered by Senator Beck. Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Nelson, please.

SENATOR NELSON: M. Speaker, nenbers of the body, | will make
this very brief. | support Senator Beck. | visited with
Senator Hall about this. | pelieve the day the bill came up on
the floor before, he was absent, so we didn't get time. Senator
Beck has a very good point. We are not trying to get into
various religious aspects. Wien you open  up that door, you

again open up an area of very different opinions and so on.

2746



March 23, 1989 LB 250

VWhat Senator Beck is trying to address and I, too, felt that ;,
the original bill the wording was not good,various subgroups
and so on, but that has been corrected, but we are ~alking about
ethnic groups and so on. V¢ are not talking about vyarious
religious outline. I agree that the b'.ll does address the
teachers training, but how much and how far can you go. The
teachers training is fine so long as you train like |I feel like
you should be trained, and in ny religion, andso on, and | very

mich agree with Senator Beck, and | know the amendnent went down
before but, again, | think that racial and ethnic groups is ihe

right word. Pluralistic stretches it toofar, 5nq with that |
do support Senator Beck.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Abboud, followed by Senator Beck.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President and colleagues, | am not sure how

this anmendment is going to go but I think we should probably
establish a few things into the legislative record as to the

intent of the | anguage of LB 250. So with that, | request,
Senator Hall, would you yield to a question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL:  Yes, | would.

SENATOR ABBOUD: On page 2 of the bill, onlines 25, the
| anguage which states 4result in favorable experiences for
students;" is it the intent of you, as introducer of the bill,

that this should not be misconstrued o mean that this will
result in the teaching of these different ideas by the teachers?

SENATOR HALL: That is correct, Senator Abboud. The issue here

is the...deals with the training of the teachers gyt will be
done at the college or university level ,and it will allow for
themto have an understanding, a grasp of all the different

aspects or the issues that surround different problems that

i ndi vidual s who come from varied backgrounds face, and the
abilit 'y to translate knowledge of human relations into

attitudes, skills, and techniques,” which result in favorable
experiences for st udents reflects on that teacher. So it
deal s...that would correlate directly to that asacher or that
col l ege student who is under, you know, ¢t gki ng classes in this
area.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Ckay, thank you very nuch, Senator. | do think
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that | will probably support the amendnent because | {hink the
term “pluralist ic" is pretty broad, and I think that probably
ou coul d have sonme possible problens. | conmend Senator Hall
or introducing the bill. | think that it does deal with sone
very real problems that should not exist in society and | {phip

that it is an excellent bill and should be enactedby the
Legi sl ature. Some of the language is a bit confusing, and with
that | can understand Senator Beck's concerns. Thank you,

Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Before recognizing Senator Beck on
her amendrment, | am pl eased to announce that Senator Beyer has
some very special guests jnp the north bal cony. We have
65 fourth grade students fromGretna Public sSchool with their
t eacher. Woul d you people please stand and be recognized.
Thank you. Weare pleased to have you vyjsit ing with us this
morning. Senator Beck.

SENATOR BECK: Thank you, M. Chai r man. | woul d J ust conti nue
onand try to bring out a few nmore points here. | am
particularly...l think Senator Abboud made avery goodpoint
with |ooking at the favorable experiences because that is
classroom experience, and | don't know how you get classroom
experience and meke it favorable unless 55 3 teacher you do
sonething. ~ And having been a teacher, and although Dave and |
are on opposite sides on this one, and we both have been
teachers, | feel that you may have to be put in the position of
having to do sonmething, and, again, | want to repeat ny argument
that with the many ethnic cultlires that have their own, perhaps,
religious affiliation, | just don't know how t can be
translated into a favorable experience for the chil d %ecause you

are going to have many different kinds of religion in a
classroom and | think that as teachers we pged to stay away

from those kinds of things. And| think this bill ultimately,
although its intent is to stop ethnic and racial prejudice an
to teach teachers how to deal with that, they will have to éjo

something in the classroomto deal with it, andso then if we
open it up to pluralistic, we can end up with all kinds of

things, social differences. Can you teach, you know, the
Ku Klux Klan as a f avorable experience? Hardly not , | don' t
think so. You can get into political differences, nd

think that, and several of the people who have spoken agai nstj rry
amendment say, well, you know, it coul d be msinterpreted.
Well, that is the whol e point of ny apendment is that it is
ill-defined. | think if we want to open up those kind of things
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to teach our teachers, then that should be in another bill and
not in this one because |I' ve visited with the Urban League, who
were proponents of the bill, | have given Dr. Benning's

statements, who was also a proponent of the bill. | think we

need to stick with ethnic and racial solely and that is again
all | have to say about it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank ou. . Senator _ Crpsh on the Beck
anendnent, followed by Senat%/)rs Pirsch and Chan‘gerg.

SENATCR CROSBY: Thank you, M. President. | won't repeat \hat
| said before because Senator W them brought that out very
adequately, and | thank you for that. I am against this
amendnment and will continue to be. pjyrali stic, | think, covers
a lot of groups of people, a Iot of questions that night conme up
in the classroom and | know that the people who want this
amendnent don't really want to discuss certain issues. I owill
poi nt out again, as others have, this is a course for teachers.
The teachers are not going to be instructed to teach gpqut he
Ku Kl ux Kl an. They are going to be able to neet these problens
as they mght cone up in the classroomand teach themwith gome
sensitivity. I was criticized yesterday by one of the people
whom | know is behind this amendment, snd she is not a state
senator, a citizen. I was criticized by her for voting for
LB 89, the teacher's bill. | think that was insensitive on her
part because she is against the public education system

teachers simply must have training and the right kind of
attitudes when they go into the classroom gndwhen you come to

religion, | don't care if you are agnostic, atheist, whatever
you are, this week in particular, | think it is ironic, _per haps,
that we are talking about this issue in Holy Week, if we have

any feeling for our human beings, for our human rel ationships

with other people. They are afraid of the word "lifestyle"

because it mght be different than theirs. | don't <criticize
other people's lifestyle. |f they do things |I don't think they

shoul d do, | hate the sin, not the person. This is what we are

talking about in the classroom teachers sinply nust have the
feeling and be able to cope with these questions yhen children
bring themto them and little ones will bring the questions up

sometimes, too, because they hear the words and they don't

under st and what it is about. So, please, vote against this
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Pirsch.
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SENATOR Pl RSCH: Thank you, M. President and members of t he
body. | rise to support Senator Beck's amendnment. | t(nink it
must be very difficult to inplement LB 250 but | sincere}

that it would nake a change in teacher training in rel atlonspu Bs
within the classroom Many times teachers have to deal with
what has gone on in the fanily and that includes 5 great —many
things, many things that they should not have to deal vv|th in
the classroom and | ha.~ a question for

woul d yield. Senator Hall, qto get, tothesr%lahanl c'éalolf thi f, gse
| understand it, the Departmsnt of Education is going g5 write

what, rules and regulations'? How will this be inplenented in
our teachers colleges?

SENATOR HALL: It wi |1 be i rrp| en’ent ed Senat or Pirsc by
basically integrating course work into the current curricul’'um

SENATOR PIRSCH: Do they recommend the particular courses or the
particular books?

SENATOR HALL: Hopefully, so that there is no additional cost to
the colleges or the universities, they will be able to, gpqthey
came in and supported the bill, and said that as long as we can
I ncor pprate it .I nto our current t eachi ng curriculum teachers
education curriculum and they think that they can without any
problem There are currently colleges that offer this type, gne
inparticular when nmy light comes on I will talk to about
specifically, that they incorporate it w thout any problem gnq
just require it as additional part of course work, o added to
that.

SENATOR PIRSCH:  So many tines, of course, in teachi nP you | earn
nore than your math, you |earn more than your Englis 'Wlthln

those courses, and, in fact, in every mnute of the gchgo day
you are portraying sone Ki nd of | earni ng activity, whether it is
desired or not, and | sincerely hope that this woul chelp our

teachers be nore sensitive and more under st andi ng in many ays.

In the «classroom Senator Hall, do you know how this vvould be
j udged or would a teacher have sone kind of onus, if, indeed,

they were not conpetent in this area?

SENATOR HALL: Senator  pjrsc uess |t woul d be like any
other course that they take, it WDU d e part of some course
work. If they failed, it would show up as they failed that

section of their requirement. Nowit does require that, Wlth
the conm ttee amendments which basically beconme the aI ,
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do require that there has to be proof shown that they did
complete this course work, so that requirement would be there.

SENATOR PIRSCH: So it would be a course or...

SENATOR HALL: Part of a course.

SENATOR PIRSCH: ...incorporated into a course...

SENATOR HALL: Right, into courses they are currently offered.

SENATOR PIRSCH: ...and that would be simply as the rest of
their courses that they are required tc take now?

SENATOR HALL: Exactly, correct.

SENATOR PIRSCH: So, really, the real initiator of these courses
would be the individual schools and colleges when it came right
down to it?

SENATOR HALL: Correct, many of which currently already provide
these.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Okay, thank you very much. I do support the. ..

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR PIRSCH: ...Senator Beck's amendment because I 1:el the

other is too broad but I do support the concept of the bill.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
the very discussion that we have this morning indicates I think
why the bill is necessary, period. Now whether the lanquage
should be narrowed to just ethnic and racial is what we are
discussing this morning because there are some, obviously, who
feel that the term '"pluralistic" would include things, ideas
that they don't feel the teachers ought to be taught about while
they are preparing to be teachers. But for my part, when I talk
to various groups of youngsters, no matter how young they are or
how old, I tell them the principle according to which they
should guide their lives is to learn as much as they can about
as many things as they can. That would include people,
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cultures, religions, philosophy, politics, unatever is
pertaining to the human condition iSsonething that should not
be beyond our range for study, inquiry, andlearning. So  when

we are tal king about those who are going to teach young peopl e,
the broader we can nmake their scope, the deeper we can make

their understanding, the better off we will be as a society
because those who are going to teach the children will be
repositories, not only of specific course work, |ike biology,
sociology, math, and so forth, but _interrelationships aman
peopl e that they have learned fromtheir experiences, from taﬂ1€Itg
r eadi ng, from their CourseWOI’k, Seminars’ or whatever. We

shoul d not fear having people teach who are very broad in ipeir
outlook on life. Anything that is an existing reality, anythin
that can become an existing reality is a matter that thc\J/se o]
are going to be teachers should deal with. That  doesn't mean
one person is going to learn everything about all things guot
whi ch sone know edge exists, but we have to make them understand

that their specific background and upbringing is npot all that
there is to theworld. Their point of view maybe valid for
thembut it may not be valid for everybody, and until we can

breakdown some of the stereotypes that the people who are going

to be teachers would hold thenselves, we cannot expect the
teachers to becone those who will breakdown stereotypes because
they may not be aware that their thinking is stereotypical.

you have lived in one mlieu all of. your life, it is alnost

i npossi ble not to see that point of view as the view that
everybody in the world would hold, and when somebody disagrees
with that or challenges it, then it is taken s a personal
attack, not a discussion of ideas that may differ but a personal
attack because it has become so ingrained in your own way of
being that to attack it is to attack you and di scussions that
are not personal in any way beconme personal because of the way
they are perceived. So if the word "pluralistic" is (isturbi n
to people, that al one should not be enough to nmake usdiscar
the word. I think the educational experience should be
di sturbing. It's purpose is to bring new ideas. s to make
us think and stretch the nost unused but nost powerful organ
our body and that is the brain. The human mind, the brain is
capable of things that no computer, regardless of how
sophisticated, can do. W should be doing all that we can when
we tal k about these kind of matters to encourage t he tot al
utilization of the mnd,or utilizatxon of as much of it as we
can encourage people to go for. | amgoing to have to vote

against  Senator Beck's anmendment . I can understand what the
Urban League is interested in and concerned about. | understand
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everybody' s position today.
SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And maybe the breadth of ny understanding is
an argunent in favor of us leaving the bill the way it is. We
can differ very, very heatedly on this floor, but when the issue
over which we have disagreed has been laid to rest, then that
di sagreeabl eness has to diSsipate to0. |f there can be better
under standing on the part of those who teach, there will be |ess
likelihood that things will be injected into their classroom
when they beconme teachers, that can be divisive, that will be
considered an official orthodoxy, and in short, the very things

that those who advocate Senat or Beck' s an‘endn‘enty the very
things they fearare the things that are likely to happen in a

classroomif we don't have proper training of teachers. And |
think the wording of the bill will allow that.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. | would like to take a noment to
i ntroduce sone special guests of Senator Wehrbein. Under the
south balcony, we have Jim Beaird and hjs son, Doug, from
Monnouth, Oregon, and Enma Beaird from Scottsbluff, Nebraska.
Wul d you f ol ks pl ease wave and berecognized. Thank you. we
are glad to have you with us. Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Yes, Mr. President, | would like to give two
m nut es of my .ime to Senator Hall and the next two nut es of

my time to (mike off).
SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Hall

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, M. Pr esi dent . Thank you, Senator

Abboud, | appreciate that. | guess the best argunent for nme is
that, on this anmendnent, is that what Senator Beck does is limt

what we are trying to do in LB 250, agnd | think that there are a
number of things that fall under the term "pluralist ic", that if
you adopt her anendnent and cha;ge it +to “racial and ethnic
groups", you keep those people from bei ng affected, | guess  an
| go tothe...Hastings College has aprogramin thei'? teachers
college that is an outstanding program . +this area. As a
matter of fact, there was a three-part series on it by one of
the television stations just a couple of nonths ago that gpowed
how these teaching students are taken to St. Louis, East
St. Louis, and they are injected into that area, which is a

mnority area, it is a por area, andthey spend a week down
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there with these individuals | earni ng about the djfferent
problems that they face. And the professor of this class says
that it is the absolutely best experience that these vyoung
people who are going to be teachers face. Theyoung people
testify to that effect, because many of them have no” experience
with these types of backgrounds. Some of the things that you
would be excluding by adopting Senator Beck's amendment are
i ssues that deal with poor people. poor people run the gambit,

they are not either racially or ethnically divided. They fall
in every category. Sick individuals fall in every category, and
they are subject to mi sunderstanding, abuse, and all kinds of
probl em's because of mi si nformation. Handicapped peopl e,

handi capped peopl e woul d be excluded under this wWith regard to
the Beck amendnment when you linit it to racial and et hnic, and

that is not the intent here. Theintent of the bill is to give
t hese young peopl e, who are going to be teaching children,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Two minutes have been (eached.

SENATOR HALL: .the tools that they eed to provide those
children with a good under st andi ng of the problems that we 5
are going to face in sone formor fashion down the road. |
woul d urge the body to reject Senator Beck's gmendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or Abboud, you have the bal ance of the
tinme. Senator Beck, | am sorry.

SENATORBECK: Thank you, Nr. Chair man, and thank you, Sen.~tor
Abboud. I just want to enter sonet hi ng in theracord to make
certain that this is in there. First of all, I commend the
Education Committee and | commend Senator Hall for devel opi ng
I egislation that would deal with a very severe problem 45 o,y

tinme, ard that is discrimnation, racial and ethnic
di scrim nation. This bill,this bill does not affect what
teachers would be taught, and | don't want the xmpression |eft
with the nmembers of the body that | wnt to narrow what teachers
| earn. What | want to narrowis |ine 25 on page 2, "which
results in favorable experiences to students." I think this
bill opens up religious and political areas gzng perhaps, social

lifestyle areas outside of ethnic and racial, that to bring them
into the classroomas a favorable experience is going to put t he

teacher at odds with sone of the students. Believe me, m for
teachers taking as many courses and knowi ng as nmuch as p033| bI e.
I wouldn't have been a teacher if | didn't believe that. |

woul dn't have a masters degree if | didn't believe that. Tpat
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is not the case here, that is not the intent. The line that
probably makes the whole definition a problemis line 25 on
page 2, how do you do _somet_hingi in the classroomto make
children who conme fromdianetrically opposed backgrounds to have
a favorable experience. I just don't think it is possible.
That is why | wanted to narrow it. | think that we do need it.

| certainly despise racial prej udice and ethnic prejudice
anywhere, amd | am concerned about bringing i into a
| earning...this whole idea, that pluralistic.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR BECK: ...does bring it into a favorabl e experience.

Now I think that people who feel called or led to pe teachers

one of the first |essons that they need to learn, gfcourse. is
conpassion. This bill does not deal with the handi capped.” ' am
not anti-handicapBed. | have a feeling as if ny sinple desire
to focus this Dbill, as | have been led to believe that they
wanted it focused, has made me an anti-sonething, g4 that is
not the case here at all . I am not. .we need to have
conpassion. This bill does not deal with that, and | would |i ke

torenind the body that most teachers have to take about
27 hours of education courses and we deal with many of these
same types of things in those courses, and conpassion for those
who are |less advantaged and for those who have deficiencies,
mental or physical, is taught to teachers. At |east, | received
it. ..

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time has expir ed.

SPEAKER BECK: ~ ...and | would assume that the teachers college
is still doing the same job as they have done before. | (hink
the need for elimnating racial prejudice and ethnic prejudice
in our schools is paramunt, and | want to be on record as

havi ng enphasi zed t hat.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR W THEM I would call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  The question has been called. o] see five
hands? | do. Those in favor of ceasing debate please vote aye,
opposed nay. Please record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 naysto ceasedebate.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases.  Senator Beck, would you care
to close on your anendnent ?

SENATOR BECK: Again, | just appeal to the pody to |imt the
| anguage, the fact that there has been so much m sunder st andi ng
about it tells nme that the |anguage should be elimnated gng

changed. I think that if someone wants to.is cpncerned about
religious prejudice and so forth and so on, then tﬂey ought to
define that and bring in a bill that we cover that. | don't
know how we will handle it in our public gschools because that
is, again, | would say getting into the murky water of church
and state delineation, and | would want to stay away from that.
My intent here was a friendly amendnent to narrow the bill' s
scope a bit so that there would not be any problemlater on in
the classroom and that jg all, and | would hope that the

menbers of the body would look at it in that way gn9 vote for
the amendnent .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. You have heard the closing, and
the question is the adoption of the Beck gnendment to LB 250.
All in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all voted?

Record, please.

CLERK: 6 ayes, 20 nays, M. President , on adoption of the
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  The motion fails.

CLERK: Mr. President, Sepator Schinmek would move to amend the
bill. The amendment is on page 1270 of the Journal.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Before recognizing enator Schimek, | am
pl eased to announce that Senator Crosby has sone guests In our

north bal cony. We have 75 sixth grade gstudents from Morl ey
El ementary in Lincoln with their teacher. Would you people
please stand and be recognized. Thank you for coming. Thank

you for visiting with us this morning. senator Schimek, pl ease.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: ~ Yes, M. Speaker, and nembers of the body,
amendment is a rather sinple amendment and it would 44 |ipne 4

or on page 4, line 20, after the word "board", would sinply
insert that the board may issue g tenporary certificate to any

teacher or administrator who is first enployed in a Nebraska
school after July 1st and who neets || other requirements but
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has not had an opportunity to take the exam nations.

tenporary certificate shall be valid only for the ensuing schoo?
year and may not be renewed. The reason for the introduction of
this is because t he Education Committee somewhat
i ndiscrimnately and uncerenoniously killed a pj|| that dealt
with  this issue, and | wanted to at |east bring this part of
that bill to your attention because, gsit is ri ght now, anybody

coming into the state and wanting a certificate, wanting to
teach for a school year, if they, after August, come in, it is
i mpossible for themto take the test in order to get
certif ication. And if you will notice on the sheet that |
passed out regarding that cal endar, these are the dates when the
tests are given, when you can apply to take the test, and when
the official score reports come back, and you wil| see that you
have to register at least a nonth before thé test is taken,

the scores are not available until nine weeks after the test 1Is
taken. So if you applied on August 25th, for instance, you were
hired on August 25th, you couldn't receive your e r
certificate until Decenber because of the time |ag betweeﬁ t?\
time that you apply, the tinme that you take the ggq and the
time that the score reports come back, and then the time it
takes the Department of Education to actually process these
papers, also. So all +this amendnent is asking is that this
certification process, that there is period allowed in which a
temporary certificate m ght be alloweg, this icularly
affects | suppose school districts |ike IgerH evue an ot ers \%n
have a lot of school teachers coming in towards the end o (pe
year . That is all I really have to say. | would be happy to
try to answer any questions.

SENATOR LABEDZ PRESI DI NG

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Wthem would you like to speak to the
amendnment to LB 2507

SENATOR WITHEN:  Yes, Nadam Presi dent woul d, just to clarify
the procedures here in terns of the bill t hat Senator Schi mek
brought to the Education conmittee versus this articul ar
amendnment . Senator Schimek did bring us a bill that dedl t with

various aspect of teaching certificates, this, ortion of it.

Sone cf those other provisions the comittee had plpobl ems ith,

| ike, |1 think it was teaching without a felony, or givi ng
fraud...teaching without a certificate was going to be a
Class II-wW felony, I think, with a ninimum gf 50 vears
i mprisonment and a maxi mum of 51 years jmprisonment, | think,
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was the terminology. There were a nunber of other things in the

bill the committee thought m ght have been a little
controversial andneeded extra work Rather, and what we
probably should have done was amend those other things out of
the bill and advance this portion. We didn't do that. We
indefinitely postponed the bill thinkingthat we ought to deal
with this certificate process next year. In doing so, we did
kill a portion of the bill that probably does need to pass in

this session, this dealing with this teacher test, the timng of
it versus when the results are back probably does need g, pass
this  session. For that reason, p{)oru ng Senator
Schi nmek' s anmendnent here and woul d urge the body o al so support
it.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Hall, would you like to speak to the
amendment?

SENATOR HALL: Thank vyou I\/ladam Chair, and menmbers of the
comittee, | just would say that up ort Senator Schimek's
effort, because as Senator Wthem state it is a portion of the
balll that is noncontroversial and does need our attention this

year, and | have no objection to it being added to LB 250.
SENATOR LABEDZ:  Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Senator Sch|mek would you y|e| d to a

few questions on concerning your handout'? Senator Schimek. | am
just kind of curious, the PPST or the test, itself, that was
taken, that is not. . .that test was organized and created and

tested, if you wish, or graded by another entity, is that
correct?

SENATOR SCHINEK: That is correct. The test comes from
New Jersey.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: and the amount of time it takes
is, in essence, say three m:)nt s before a teacher can take the

test ~and  before they can get final officials and the
certificate, they are saying a mininumof three nonths, is that

a reasonable time period to you? That we take a test, it takes
three days to go in the mail, they have their, w hatever, week,
two weeks to go through it,computerize tested, they send it
back, takes three days, so, in essence, are we saying the

Department of  Education takes two months or nore in order to
proce.s something  that may be very |nportant to a school

2758



March 23, 1989 LB 250

district?
SENATOR SCHIMEK: | don't believe, Senator Bernard-Stevens, that
it takes the Departnent of Education that |ong. | think it is

the testing institution in New Jersey that takes that long, gng
I might also clarify a little bit for you that it depends on

what part of the state you live in as to when you can get ihege
different tests because Chadron gives the test, Creighton gives

the test, Kearney State College gives the test, UN-L, sndso on.
There is a whole list of institutions that actually give the
test, and they all do the testing at different tinmes. g gy
woul d al so have to, perhaps if you were at the end of the school

year, or at the beginning of the school year and trying
certi fied and you lived out in Scottsbluff, it is possib?e 9ou

m ght have to come down to Lincoln in that period of tine, too
and take the test. |t is sort of just an administrative problem
nore than anythi ng.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Al so, Senator Schi mek, you introduced
this on behal f of the Departnment of Education, is that correct?

SENATOR SCHI MEK: That is correct.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Did they indicate you how many
teachers actually this would affect if we Would not pass this
amendment?

SENATOR SCHIMEK:  No, and | doubt that there would be any way to
predict that because we don't know how many new iaaschers would

be in any given school district at this particul ar tine, o do
we know how many of those new teachers would be comng from

of state. I don't know if they have that kind of data at this
point.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: So Senator S(‘:h”'nek7 | am]ust tryl ng
to play with the nunbers here a litt'e bit. rson, andon
your handout it says a person hired August 25th tﬁey have their
contract cancelled after 60 daP/s and it takes 90 days for them
to get the test back, that school district apparently then is
incapable of hiring ga substitute for a few weeks in order for
wai ting for the teacher to be certified ? school
district really wants an instructor who flts in tr|1|s very narrow
category, they have no options ayajlable or no other teachers to
be hired, no substitutes that they could hire to fill in while
they wait for that one teacher that they want, is that not
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possible?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Well, Senator, of course, it would be pessible
to hire a substitute, but you are talking about a half a school
year here, between the time that you can take the test and get
the results back, this time frame. In actuality, you probably
wouldn't need even more than a half of year temporary
certificate, but just to make sure that there is a proper amount
of time and that there aren't any snags in it, we put the entire
scnool year into the bill, but you could probably cut it off
after the first semester and allow a semester's time in which
this testing could be done and the certificate could be
obtained. But, yes, it would be possibie to hire a substitute,
but you'd probably have tc do it for the first semester. I
don't know if that is really a good situation.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Just
on...

SENATOR LABEDZ: One minute, Senator.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I am not going to raise a question of
Jermaneness at this time because I think it is something that
probably should be 1looked at as far as the amendment is
concerned. Senator Schimek, I guess I had one other question,
if I have any time remaining, and that is, are there any
criminal penalties or any penalties in this particular section
as was in the original bill that the Educaticn Committee killed?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: No, Senator.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you.

SINATOR LABEDZ: Senator Schimek, there are no further lignts
on, would you like to close? Senator Schimek waives <closing.
All those in favor of the amendment to LB 250 vote aye, opposed

nay. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, Madam President, on adoption of Senator
Schimek's amendment.

SENATOR LABEDZ: The amendment is adopted.

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Madam President.
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SENATOR LABEDZ: Al'l those in favor of the advancement of

LB 250...1 am sorry. Senator Wthem

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, | am sorry, Just wanted to put sonething
into the record here, and | think Senator Hartnett does al so.
Senator Chambers had some concerns about the biII onGener al
File and | understood where those concerns were, is

just going to be a bill that the Legislature passes sonet |!:|]I ng

saying they want, sonething good to happen but there g pothing
init to make it happen'? There has been kind of a dial ogue here
between...a deli"ate bal ance between addi ng new courses and new
tests on teachers for this, trying to blend it into the existing
curriculum and the fear is, if we blend it jnto the exi sting

curriculum will there pe anything left? |t is i

! ny intent, as
Chair of the Education comittee, to ~introduce a st udy
resol ution to, i medi atel y foIIOW|ng, prior to the
i mplementation of the bill, even, to st udy what is being done in

our teachers colleges, and, basically, to put themon notice
that we expect themto take note of this statute and to actuall
put some things into their curriculumthat carry out the |ntemy
of this, not necessarily npew courses, new requirements, but
things in existing curriculums. | {hink Senator Hartnett has
sone renarks about his experiences in teachers colleges on gyme
of the things that are being done today.

SEHATOR LABEDZ: Senator Bernard-Stevens, do you wish to gpeak
cn the advancenment ? Senator Hartrett.

SENATOR HARTNETT:  Nadam President, | think, andmembers, nmaybe
ask Senator Hal | a question, this does not require a new course,
is that.

SENATOR HALL: That is correct, Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yeah, | guess that because | deal in this
area, nmy, | call it my real job, but | +think we do

institution that enploys nme the other part of the year trledto
prcvide some experiences for students jpn this area of human

relati ons by visiting schools and experiences out in the
schools, so | guess | do net want to have to 344 more layers of
t hi ngs that we do. I think we probably do a pretty good’job and
many of our people 1like to be employed by the Omha Public
Schools in the Omha area afterwards, evyen though they may come
from di fferen_t pl aces across the country. Somy concern was
that we are going to add another course, andso forth, so thank
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you.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Hall, there are no further lights.
Would you like to advance LB 250 to E & R?

SENATOR HALL: Madam President, I would just move to advance
LB 250 to E & R for engrossing.

SENATOR LABEDZ: You heard the motion. All those in favor of
advancing LB 250 to E & R vote aye. Opposed nay. The bill is
advanced. Mr. Clark.

CLERK: Madam President, on LB 250A, I have no amendments to
the bill.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Madam President, I would move that LB 250A be
advanced to E & R for engrossing.

SENATOR LABEDZ: You have heard the motion. All those in favor
say aye. Opposed. LB 250A is advanced. Mr. Clerk, LB 340.

CLERK: Madam President, may I read some items for the record?
SENATOR LABEDZ: Yes, sir.

CLERK: Senator Hall would like to print amendments to LB 410;
and I have an Attorney General's Opinion addressed to Senator

Wesely regarding LB 157. (See pages 1318-20 of the Legislative
Journal.)

Madam President, Senators Bernard-Stevens and Chambers would
like to add their name to LB 250 as co-introducers. That is all
that I have.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you. Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Madam President, the next bill on Select File for
consideration is LB 340. The first item are Enrollment and
Review amendments.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Chambers, Senator Lindsay 1is off the

floor, would you like to move for the adoption of the
amendments?
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: Velcome to the 54th day in the life of the
First Session of the Ninety-first Legislature. Our openin
prayer this morning by our chaplain, Pastor Allen Vomhaf o
St. Johns Lutheran Church in Omha, Senator Lynch's district.
Past or Vomhaf, please.

PASTOR VONHAF:  (Prayer offered.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Pastor Vomhaf. Hopeyou can come
back again. Roll call .

CLERK: | have a quorum present, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any corrections to the Journal ?
CLERK: No corrections, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Reports, announcements or messages.

LERK: M. President, your Commttee on Enroll ment nd Review
respectfully reports they have carefully exan ned am? engr ossed

LB 46 and find the same correctly engrossed, [ B 49, LB 49A,

LB 132, IB 145, LB 231A, LB237, LB 250, LB 250A, |B 281,
LB 378A, LB 379, LB 388, LB 408A, LB 412A, LB 418, LB 449,
LB 449A and LB 506, all reported correctly engrossed. (See

page 1364 of the Legislative Journal.)

M. President, the last iteml have is a report from the Job
Training Director for the City of Omha. That will be onfile
inmnm office. That's all that | have, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, sir. Before proceeding into

General File, senator priority bills, an announcement of gener al

i nterest to the body (gavel) for your advanced planning. on
Thursday of this week, day after tomorrow, wewill be on consent
cal endar, consent cal endar begi nning Thursday morning, running
through the noon hour, waking through the . noon hourand
hopeful |y ad; ourning again at the m dafternoon point.

hope that we can dispose in one way or another of all of e
bills that will be |isted on consent calendar on Thursday.
Those bills that will be a part of consent calendar wll be
avail able to you this afternoon at the sane time the agendas for

tonorrow are available. soyouwill be ableto have a little
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attitude because they could get the jobs. Theywould be treated
fairly in school. They wouldn't go to the |argest school system
in the state where a national association investigated that
school's practices and found out that there s raci al
discrimnation practiced when they expel students, when they
penalize themin every manner that by which the school

penalizes, and they want to say, well, that's just a
coi ncidence. No, my children have to be pgpde aware of these
t hi ngs. | don't see, other than the effort in LB 250,5qpng

concentrated efforts to nmake the education system responsive i,

the needs of the childrenwho were there. Wile we were
di scussing giving teachers a salary increase, | didn't bring up

any of these points because it is difficult for nme to discuss
themin a way that is lowkey and J|aid back because so many
children are hurt b%/ them When you are a menber, as| am, of a
group that is psychologically, politically, econonically, every

manner you can think of, educationally, at risk, then these
matters that are not of great nonent toothers who are not so

sit> -ted are very serious to us and we have an obligation to our

chixdren. Maybe ws can't dress them|ike everybody e
can't give themthe quality or even quantity of food thaf others

have. So our whole approach to this society is going to be
different, and when we put into the statute that people gutside

the home can make a determination based on this psychol ogi cal
profile, they nmake that determination. It is based on their
standards, their background, their mores, their position and

then they inpose that kind of judgnment on those of us who are on

the bottomrung of the | adder of society. Andwhenwe react in

a hostile way as any people backed into a corner will react,
that is taken as additional evidence of our unsuitability to

rear our children, because when those who are trying to help us

cone to us and are going to explain to us and educate us in the

ways of rearing children,wedon't acceptit like little birds
with our rmouths wide open to receive anything.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...that the feeder is going to put jnto it.
And our frustration grows and it grows and our children pick it
up. So this kind of language in a homogeneous society might
work and not pose problems, but | see some very serious
ram fications because of what already is existing in this
society without this kind of lang!lage. Sowhen new words are
added to the statute, they have to be taken to have sone neaning
and they are giving broader authority to these people g take
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nay. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read record vote as found on page 2505 of the
Legislative Journal.) 4] ayes, 7 nays, 1 excused and not
voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 247A passes with the emergency clause attached.
LB 250 please.

CLEPK: (Read LB 250 on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: Having complied with all provisions of law relative
to procedure, the question is, shall LB 250 pass? All those in
favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all voted? Record,
Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read record vote as found on page 2506 of the
Legislative Journal.) 38 ayes, 9 nays, 1 present and not
voting, 1 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 250 passes. LB 250A.

CLERK: (Read LB 250A on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: ...relative to procedure, the question is, shall
LB 250A pass? All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have
you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read record vote as found on page 2507 of the
Legislative Journal.) 39 ayes, 5 nays, 4 present and not

voting, 1 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 250A passes. LB 261 with the emergency clause
attached.

CLERK: (Read LB 261E on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: Having complied with all the provisions of law
relative to procedure, the question is, shall LB 261 will pass
with the emergency clause attached? That is 261A with the
emergency c¢lause attached. Excuse me, right, 261 with the

emergency clause attached. All those in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears on pages 2507-2508 in
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emergency clause attached.
CLERK: (Read LB 312A on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: Having complied with ali provisions of law relative
to procedure, the question is, shall LB 312A pass with the
emergency clause attached? All those in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears on page 2516 of the
Legislative Journal.) 43 ayes, O nays, 4 present and not
voting, 2 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 312A passes with the emergency clause attached.
May I introduce some guests in the north balcony, Senator Schmit
has 30 third and fourth grade students from Dwight and their
teachers. They are from the East Butler Elementary School.
Will you folks please stand and be recognized. Thank you for
visiting us today. Anything for the record, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, 1 do. I have an Attorney General's
Opinion. (Re: LB 356, found on pages 2516-2520 of the
Legislative Journal.)

I also have an explanation of vote, Mr. President, by Senator
Warner. (Re: LB 84, found on page 2520 of the Legislative
Journal.) That is all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: While the Legislature is in session and capable of
transacting business, I propose to sign and do sign, LB 95,
LB 247, LR 247A, LB 250, LB 250A, LB 261, LB 261A, LB 277,
LB 277A, LB 280, LB 283, LB 303, LB 303A, LB 312 and LB 312A.
Are you ready to go on?

CLERK: Yes, I am, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: We will go on to the General File, LB 272A.

CLERK: Mr. President, 272A 1is a bill introduced by Senator
Landis, it's a bill for an act to appropriate funds to implement
the provisions of LB 272.

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. LB 272 is the Mortgage
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312, 312A
LR 216, 219
SENATOR LANGFORD: Mr. President and colleagues, I move we

recess for lunch until one-thirty.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Anything to read in, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, Enrollment and Review reports LB 272A to
Select File. Bills read on Final Reading have been presented to
the Governor, Mr. President. That's all that I have. (Re:
LB 95, LB 247, LB 247A, LB 250, LB 250A, LB 261, LB 261A,
LB 277, LB 277A, LB 280, LB 283, LB 303, LB 303A, LB 312 and
LB 312A. See page 2522 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. You've heard the motion to recess
until one-thirty. All in favor say aye. Opposed no. Ayes have
it, carried, we are recessed.

RECESS

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

CLERK: Mr. President, I have a quorum present.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. While the Legislature is in session and
capable of transacting business, I propose to sign and do sign
LR 216. I would 1like to introduce some guests in the north

balcony if I might. We have Carl and Iona Taylor of Lincoln,
and Mrs. Taylor is a cousin of my wife. Would you folks please
stand so we can welcome you. Treat them kindly and don't tell
us about them and don't tell them about us. Thank you for
visiting us today, Mr. and Mrs. Taylor. Mr. Clerk, before
lunch, we were where?

CLERK: Well, Mr. President, we were, well, let me...may I read
one item for the record, Mr. President, before I...

PRESIDENT: Yes, please.

CLERK: Senator, I have a new resolution, Mr. President, LR 219

offered by Senator Abboud. (Read brief explanation. See
pages 2523-24 of the Legislative Journal.) That will be 1laid
over.

7067



May 24, 1989 LB 44, 44A, 49, 49A, 162, 162A, 247
247A, 250, 250A, 277, 277A, 301, 308

813, 814
LR 115, 213, 214, 215, 217, 218, 220
221, 223
M. President, a seriesof veto nessages. R ad. Re: 44

LB
LB 44A, LB 162 LB 162A, LB 49, LB49A, LB 27 LB 277A, LB 250,
LB 250A, LB 247 LB 247A) The | ast message, Mr. President.
(Read. =~ Re: LB 301, LB 308, LB 813, LB 814. See pages 2723-29
of the Legislative Journal.)

M. President, that conpletes the itens that | have.

PRESI DENT: While the Legislature is in session and capable of
transacting business, | pr opose tg n and do s. n LR115,
LR 213, LR 214, LR 215 LR 217, LR 218, L 220, LR 22T. we will
move on to nunber five, resol utions, M. Cerk, LR 223, please.

CLERK: LR 223 was introduced by the Appropriations Comm ttee.

It is found on page 2680 of the _ Journal. It asks the
Legi sl ature that pursuant to the provisions gf Secion 85-404
and LR 69 adopted by the Ninetieth Legislature to callfor the
i ssuance of bond anticipation notes and/or revenue bonds in ihe
anount not to exceed $4, 925, 000.

PRESI DENT: Senator Moore, please.

SENATOR MOORE: Yes, M. Pr esi dent and membersl | know we are
all busy, a beehive of activity this mprpning, but this first
thing out of the shoot is of some significance. vyou may or may
not want to listen. What this is is the approval for +the bond
financing of Phase Ill of the rec center construction. Tphgse of
you that were around in 1987 will renmenmber at that point in tine
when we approved the indoor practice facility, that was the
first of three phases of activity in the total hyperfitness

area, whatever it was called, | forget. And Phase | and
Phase Il have already been. phasel andPhasell have alr
been either built or in the process of being built and pard F

and the university is comng down. coning back with LR 223, and
if you remember back, LR69 two years ago, it basically

said...we basically said we approve phase | and Phasell and
Phase I11; if on the chance that when you go to Phase I11,5nqg
Phase Il | is rebuilding of the coliseum, which1 would like to
explain a littlebit, if we get to Phase Ill, it is the
university's choice to use bond fin-nci Ng, and they must come
back to the Legislature for our approval. That js, |ndeed what
has occurred. That is what LR 223 is tal king about. rants
the authority for the university to bond up to $4.9 mII for

the UN-L recreation/athletic facility. Nowas you remember, t he
i ndoor practice facility, you al| remenber, Phase Il of that
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four of those. I'l'l speak on LB 247A and explain why | am
withdrawing it. This is the bill that appropriated $250, 000 f or
our study of higher education. The Governor, in her message,
indicated that she felt that the study aspect of LB 247 was {pe
strongest aspect of it. Expressed. some concerns about signing
the portion just bringing Kearney in prior g the study, but
i ndicated the study was the nost inportant aspect of it. Yet,

she vetoed $100,000 out. The rationale, as | understand it, was
that we m ght have had a great deal of dollars or a great deal(
e

of data already collected on higher education; it nmay not ta
the full $150,000. | tend to disagree, but because of the fact
that the study is broken up into two phases over two years, t%e
$150, 000 figure is certainly enough to get us through the phase
one level and we have the opportunity to cone back the next year
and there probably is no point in appropriating nore dollars
than we actually need. And so, although my guess...ny nind tells
me we might need to override this, ny heart's really not in the
override at this point sol'm going to withdraw thi s motion.
I"malso going to use this opportunity to speak on the other

bill that | was going,.that |'mgoing to withdraw the notion
on. LB 277 and LB 277A were bills that were advanced frgm
General File through Select File early, early in the session and
t hey sat on Final Reading because of the Abill. It's a bill
designed to allow Civil Service annuitants the option of paying
their income, state jncome tax, deducted fromtheir pension
checks. Nany other federal retirees have this niign. Those
who worked wunderthe office of Personnel Nanagement do not. -

wi sh | would have known that there were some concerns about this
bill earlier because | had sone ideas of how we could do things
differently. = | didn't hear about those and | guess that' s
really nobody's fault. Thebill didn't cometo the Governor's
attention until the last couple of days. pave been given some
assurances that we can at |east visit about At Those concerns
are and see if there's some things we can do to help these
‘0,000 or so Nebraskansout there g4 that th(ﬂ/ gan have their
hhel d.

Social Security...their state income tax wit Sol will be
withdrawing that motion with the understanding that we' |l be
working on this issue over the symmer. LB 250A is a $5,000
A bill associated with |B 250 and | will not be running ny
notion on that. However, the next motion I will be rypning is
on LB 250 and | will be very serious about running that Totion
because, as Senator Schinmek wi P/I tell you in a few mnutes, that
isa bill that really does needto be passedthis session. So

with that, | withdraw ny nmotion on LB 247A.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. |t js withdrawn.

CLERK: Senator, if | understand youorrectly then, you wll
take up your notion on LB 2507

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Nr. Speaker, members, LB 250 is a bill
that the Governor vetoed, and if you read her veto nmessage, and
| hope | can charitably paraphrase it, it sounded as though ghe
was saying that she really agreed with everything that LB 250
said, she just preferred not to have it in the statute, which is
a, you know, a philosophical position that | ¢gn re spect. |
think it's important to have it inthe statute. Probably
Senator Hall ought to be given part of the tinme to talk on ipjg
because it was originally his bill. Hewasn"t aroundyesterday
when the nmessage came down so | filed the override nmotion. It''s
a bill dealing with conpetencies in the area of human (elations
and that the teachers that teach our students ought to be
conpetent in the areas of human rel ations. That was the main
bill. The reason |'m jnsistent upon carrying the override
noti on, however, doesn't deal with the bill itself. t deals
with an amendnent that Senator Schinmek was sneaky enough to get
added to the bill on Select File. Was a bill that came to the
Education Committee and the full bill did not get out of the
conmi ttee, but her portion of it is 3 pi|| that really does need
to pass because of the fact that we're going to be starting this
new test for new teachers this fall and there are some quirks in
that particular statute that need to be addressed this year gyg

this is the bill that addressed those. So | amgoing to
relinquish my time to Senator Schinek and | hope if she has sone
time left she will relinquish her time over to Senator Hall.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schinek, please.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Nr. President and menbers of the body, | i}
be very brief. We have a requirenent that teachers who are not
already certified take what's called 4 preprofessional skills
test and those tests are only given at certain times of the
year. And if a school board hires a teacher in the gsymertine,

particularly after July 1, there is a good chance that that
teacher cannot receive certification as the 'statutes 0w stand

because they haven't taken the test. Andthere is...there are
several tinmes during the year when the teacher can take the
test, but if they' rehired |ate enough in the session they
cannot take it till August or October, and plus there's a
waiting period after that then of anywhere from six weeks to
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three nmonths to get certifi.ec_i. So all this anendnent did was to
allow a temporary certification in those instanceshere that

teacher is otherwi se qualified but just hasn't taken (he pasic
skills test, which then they would have to take within one
year's period of time. So, Senator Hall, would you like to adqd
anything? The rest of the tine is yours.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall .

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President, menbers, Se a}or
W them Senator Schinek, LB 250 ia a bill that's been aroung or

| think at |least three years, advanced out of the Education

Conmi tt ee. It deals with the issue of conpetency. iheachers
training with regard to the understanding of hunman rel ations and
I think that it very nmuch is an issue that should be in gtatute

and affirmed in statute that our institutions of higher
educations with regard to those that trajn our teachers make
sure that they have a good base in this area. The Governor's

veto nessage said that they currently have that m ssion and that
there is...if they' re not doing it, that they should be and they
shoul d make adjustments to begin doing it. That's well andgood
and | appreciate that, but the fact of the matter is ynless we
pass LB 250, override the veto, there is no incentive there for
themto do that and | think that by the passage of LB 250 we
clearly stated that it was our intent for that to happen. |t

needs to. The issue of Senator Schinmek's anmendnment that | voted
foron Select File | think is also another ey . issue, another
reason for this bill to be overridden at this'tine. g4 would

urge the body to override the Governor's vyeto with regard to
LB 250.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senat or Chanbers, followed by
Senators Conway and Langford.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislature

I am strongly in favor ofour overriding this veto~]ust as''l
strongly favor the bill. When it originally passed, the people
inmy district whowere aware of it had nothing but favorable
coments to make because it was a nessage from the Legislature
that our children are inmportant and, that inthe same way
everybody else's history is taught in schools |qytjinely, there
has finally come a recognition that certain groups are not
routinely included in the curriculumor the ¢ ajnj ng that the
teachers receive or those who are going to be teachers would
receive. This statement by the Legislature indicated that ipa¢
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gap is going to be filled. Inavery reasonable, nononerous
fashion, the Legislature is indicating that these schools that
train the teachers should give attention to this hind f
instruction. We had agreed that we would watch to see how vvePI
they inplement it rather than put specific curriculum
requirements, so | don't think we can be any nore reasonabl e
than that. The fact that t he trai ners, t he teacher training
schools are not doing this is why the Legislature, asa
pol i cy-maki ng body, should undertake what we're doing here. The
final vote was 38/4, so | hope that we can keep at least 30 of
those votes. The article that | handed around to you underlines
some of the problems that exist not only in Nebraska but
throughout the country when it cones to the matters that we're
trying to rectify here. Due to the fact that many of those who
teach in urban areas, especially jnner city areas, have no
contact with the children or the parents who are in those areas.
There is no cross-acculturationwhere those teachers know
anythiuﬂ about the children, the culture, or the adults in the
area ere they would be teaching. As a result, they devel op
the stereotypes. One is based on the notion that if a person is
of an ethnic mnority or comes from a | ow-incone grea
regardl ess of ethnic or racial background, those children cannot
achieve as can those children of other parents who are better
off, as we call it. That is fallacious, but because many of the
ones who conme and teach believe that, they don't place the gsame
requi renents on the children, they don't |ook for the sane |evel
of achi evenment, and the children quickly realize that nothing is
expected of them so verylittle is given. Even in the nost
educational |y conducive environnment, there s g3 tendency for
children to avoid doing as nuch work as they ought to do. °gg if
the education environnment itself is one that encourages a child
to feel that he or she cannot do anything, t hat not hi ng is

expected of that child, then the child is going to fall even
further behind. The types of tests that are adninjstered, the

significance attached to those tests will result in certain of
the types of children I'mdiscussing being tracked, asthey call
it, based on the projected achievement |evel that those children
wi | | have throughout school . If they once get marked, they'll
never get out of that track. npre of these children wind up in
classes for the mentally retarded, the educable mentally
retarded, the trainable nentally retarded, not only because of a
|l ack of concernfor those children on the part of teachers but
admi ni strators can derive nore aid from the state pased on
having a large number of these children in these classes. A
greater nunber wind up being suspended and puni shed. National

7678



May 24, 1989 LB 250

studi es have indicated this. So if we could get this bill in
place, all that it's going to do is notify those schools that
train those who are to be teachers that they must 45 a4 petter
job...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...and be nore sensitized to the needs of all

the children that they teach. This bill was not vetoed because
of noney. The Governor enphasizedthat she is not  out of

synpathy with it. She said, in fact, her position on doing away
with racism and so forth is demonstrated by a policy she
i mplenented with reference to enployees. Well she, s the
Governor, had to step in and inplement policies because her
department heads were not. W, as the Legislature, analogize to
the Governor this is not being done, it should be done, it

should be the policy of the state and | hope that we will
override this veto.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Conway.

SENATOR CONWAY: M. Speaker and nmenmbers, | rise in support of
Senator W them s motion and would |ike to take you back. |
voted for the bill inits original formand I agree with what
Senator ~ Chambers is saying, but | think we also need to focus
for a second again on thi§ armendnment that sepator Schimek had
introduced that is included in the bill. Maybe being a senator
who represents the very northeast corner I'mvery sensitive to

the nmulti-state environment that sonme of us live in. wesall do
to sone extent, but |'mparticularly sensitive to it with the
tri-state region that | represent that one, the Nebraska gjde
of . What basically without this we' Il have ¢one July 31st is
any teacher who is recruited fronmanother state in nmany cases
have not nmet the specific and taken the specific conpetenCy test
that was identified by the Department of Education and | be
in force this July 31st. Wth the amendnent that Senator
Schimek had included, what it said is we could, if they met all

other standards for ~certification, they could start teaching
that year and then, during that school year, {gace that test,
pass the test for the continuation of contract. PBasj cally, what

it's going to do is absol uteIY elimnate many, many candidates

and a lot of those jobs are filled after July 31st gnd one of

i he questions for any applicant is going to be, have you taken
that Nebraska designated test because if you' ve not ipere's no
reason to even apply because we can't useyou. And | think it' s
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going to very much cripple a | ot of the communities for

recruiting the teachers in if this little provision is not
included in the bill. So, if for no other r(eason, this is a
very inmportant aspect and then, like |I say, | also concur with

Senat or Chambers' position. relative to other things that the
bill was doi ng.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Langford.

SENATOR LANGFORD: Cal | the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. po| see five
hands? | do. Shall debate cease7 Those in favor vote aye,
opposed nay. Please record.

CLERKi 26 ayes, no nays, to cease debate, Nr. President.

fI>NAKER ARRKTT>  Debat e eeaooa. DWHHt ul 'HIthem wuul il you care
to closet

SENATOR W THEN: Yes, | would. |' Il be brief in the closing.
There are three good reasons to override this veto. Number one
and most i mportantly today, we're npot going to ask you to

override the A bill, so there's no fiscal inpact on this
override. | guess the first one today that is nmerely a policy
matter and will not be a fiscal matter. Secondly, the original

IB250 was a very good piece of legislation talking about
conpetencies in human relations and the ifnportance for those for

teachers. Point three in the inmediacy of needing to get pig
bill overridden is the amendnent that Senator Schi mek had added
tothis bill dealing with tenmporary certificates for those who
have not necessarily been able to pass at this time.
Not . ..excuse nme, not being able to pass but have not had the

opportunity to take this particular test, so that's the
i medi acy of it and, because of that,_l'm_?on ng to give Senator
Schinmek part of the remminder of ny tine if she prom ses to give

Senator Hall some tine after she's finished. poyou promise to
do that, Senator Schinek'?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schimek.
SENATOR W THEN: She prom ses.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Nr. President and menmbers of the body, | just
wanted to reenphasize what Senator Conway nentioned about
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out-of-state teachers. |n addition to that, I would |ike to
mention that new teachers would also be affected by this
particular provision so if a school board was trying to hire
sonebody who had just graduated, they mght al'so fun into the
sane problem And, thirdly, I'd like to nention that teachers in
parochi al schools often cone fromout of state too, so that
m ght inmpact upon them nmoreheavily than the public gchools
Wth that, | turn the rest of the time over to Senator Halr. '

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall waxves off. You've heard the
closing and the question is, shall the Governor's veto of LB 250
be overridden? A Il in favor vote aye,gpposed nay. Have you
all voted' ? Record, please.

CLERK:  (Record vote readas found on pages2768-69 of the
Legi sl ative Journal.) 36 ayes, 2 nays, Nr. Igre5| dent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion prevails and the veto is overridden on
LB 250.

CLERK: Senator Wthem did | understand you do not want ;5 (o
the Abill'? Senator, is that correct?

SENATOR W THEN: W t hdrawt he notion on the A bill.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Withdrawn.

CLERK: Nr. President, the next motion | have is by Senator
Bernard-Stevens. He would move that LB 44 pecome law
notw t hstandi ng the objections of the Governor.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERI\!ARD-STE_VENS_: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, nenbers of the
body. | believe this might. .| believe this is the last bill up
and | hope the body can stay with it just for a little bit
longer ‘'cause | would uphold it if I felt as | did on the giher
things that | uphold. If | had felt that there is simply. it 's

sinply another bill that we could come back again, try again,
certainly I  would do so. This is one that's been here before
and it's one that | would like to very quickly explain. | think
the body can be brought up-to-date on the bill and then e can
do the body's will and be done with it. LB 44 came actual ly
last year, last session. |t assed somewhere around 46 to
not hi ng. It went to the vernor and it was vetoed and,in
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deemed mentally conpetent to stand trial and then the costs
woul d shift back to the counties. It is inportant. It is a
snmal | county issue, there's no doubt about it. We need vyour
help. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thankyou. The question is the override of

the GOVernO_l'IS veto on LB 44 All in favor vot e aye, Opposed
nay. Voting on the motion to override. Haveyou all voted?

Record, please.

CLERK: (Record vote ~adas found on page 2769 gf the
Legi slative Journal.) 12 ayes, 23 nays, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion fails. Any ot her overrides filed with
the Cerk? The Chair adVises that certificate Is pgip siagned
indicating that there has been an override on LB 25q0 andgthe
same is true for LB 49 and LB 49A. See Certificates as found

on page 2772 of the Legislative Journal.) Nat t ers for the
record, Nr. Clerk'?

CLERK: Nr. President, a series of comunications ddressed to

the Secretary of State's Office regarding the Legislature's
actions today on certain line itemveto overrides, gas well as

certain  other 'veto overrides. (gee Communications as found on
pages 2769-2772 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, I have a communication from Senator Labedz
appoi nting the menbership to the LR 247 (sic). LB 247 Conmittee

that was passed into law this year. (See Executive Board Report
as found on page 2773 of the Legislative Journal.)

| believe, Nr. President, that's all that | have.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ~~ No other unfinished business on the desk.
Notions in preparation, Nr. Cerk, for sine die?

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Wehrbein | believe has the gt
motion.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wehrbein, please.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Nr. Speaker and members, | nove that a
comittee of five be appointed to advise the Governor that the

91st Legislature First Session of the Nebraska State Legislature
is about to conplete its work and to return with any nessage the
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